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Kabul was captured by Babur, the founder of the Mugh_al empire, in A.D. 1504 and used 
as a spring board for further conquests in India. The �uba-e Kabul wa Peshawar was one of the 
important and vast provinces of the Mughal empire. It included the Kabul valley, the Peshawar 
valley, Swat, Bajaur and the Bangash territory. The city of Kabul served as the summer capital 
whereas Peshawar ;,.as used as the winter headquarters of the provincial governors. 

Owing to the strategic position of the Suba which controlled almost the entire range of 
the routes connecting South Asia with Iran and Central Asia, the choice of governors was often 
very careful. Some of the great names in this context are 'Ali Mardan Khan, Sa'id Khan and 
Mahabat Khan who not only successfully protected Mughal interests in the neighbouring 
territories but also enriched the province under their control with beautiful gardens and 
buildings. 

But unfortunately they have not left any inscriptional record to show as to which of the 
extant monuments were built by them. Nevertheless a very popular tradition persists in Peshawar 
associating their names with a number of buildings which must have been raised by them. 

In view of the absence of any objective evidence at hand to solve the question of 
attribution, it would be appropriate to prepare a list of these governors to help solve the problem. 

I. ?AHIR ad-DIN BA.BUR (1526-1530)

Accession: 
Death: 

Governors of Kabul: 

Friday, April 2 7, 15 26 
Sunday, December 25, 1530 

No information is available in the original sources regarding the governors of Kabul 
under Babur. 

-
-

II. NA�IR ad-DIN HUMAYUN (1530-40 & 1555-56) 

First reign: Accession: 
Defeat: 

Second reign: Victory: 
Death: 

Governors of Kabul: 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Mirza Kamran I 

Qaracha Khan2 

Mu�ammad Qasim MaujT 

Mirza Muhammad HakTm3 

assisted by Mun'im Khan 

Thursday, Dec. 29, 1530 
Monday, May 17, 1540 
Tuesday, July 23, 1555 
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 1556 

A.D. 1531 - 1545

A.D. 1545 - 1545

A.O. 1545 - 1554

A.D. 1554 - 1556

* Research Student in the Department of Archaeology, University of Peshawar.
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III. JALAL ad-DIN AKBAR (1556-1605)

Accession: 
Death: 

Governors of Kabul: 

1 Mun'im Khan4 

2 Ghani Khan5 

3 Mun'im Khan 
4 Mirza M. Hakim6

5 Man Singh7 

6 Bhagwant Das8 

7 Isma'il Quit Khan9 

8 Man Singh 
9 Zain Khan Koka1° 

10 Khwaja Shams ad-Oin11 

11 Qasim Khan1 2 

12 QullJ Khan Andjani 13 

13 Zain Khan Koka 
14 Shah Qu!tKhan Ma1:ram1 4 

15 l:lusain Beg S. 'Umri15 

Fr�ay, Feb. 14, 1556 
Tuesday, Oct. 15, 1605 

A.O. 1556 - 1560 
A.O. 1560 - 1563 
A.O. 1563 - 1580 
A.O. 1580 - 1585 
A.O. 1585 - 1586 
A.O. 1586 - 1586 
A.O. 1586 - 1586 
A.O. 1586 - 1587 
A.O. 1587 - 1587 
A.O. 1587 - 1589 
A.O. 1589 - 1594 
A.O. 1594 - 1596 
A.O. 1596 - 1601 
A.O. 1601 - 1602 
A.O. 1603 - 1605 

IV. NOR ad-DIN JAHANGIR (1605-1627)

Accession: 
Death: 

Governors of Kabul: 

1 Shah Beg Khan16

Mahabat Khan17 

W�dnesday, Oct. 23, 1605 
Monday, Oct. 29, 1627 

A.O. 1607 - 1617 
A.O. 1617 - 1624 2 

3 Abu al-Hasan Turbati18 A.O. 1624 - 1628 
V. SHAHAB ad-DIN SHAH JAHAN (1628-1658)

Accession: 
Deposition: 
Death: 

Governors of Kabul: 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Lashkar Khan 19 

(Abu al-Hasan Mashhadi) 
. 

-

Sa'id Khan20 

'AliMardan Khan2 1 

Qulij Khan Turani22

Prince Murad Bakhsh23 

Sa'id Khan 

Tuesday, Feb. 14, 1628 
Tuesday, June 8, 1658 

Monday, Jan. 22, 1666 

A.O. 1628 - 1631 

A.O. 1631 - 1641 
A.O. 1641 - 1650 
A.O. 1650 - 1650 
A.O. 1650 - 1651 
A.O. 1651 - 1652 
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8 
9 
10 

11 

Mahabat Khan Mirza A.O. 1652 - 1652 
Luhrasp24 

Prince Dara Shikoh25 A.O. 1652 - 1656 
Bahadur Khan26 A.O. 1656 - 1656 
Rustam Khan Bahadur A.O. 1657 - 1658 
Feroz Jang27 

Mahabat Khan Mirza A.O. 1658 - 1662 
Luhrasp 

VI. MUI:£AYY ad-DlN AURANGZEB 'ALAMGIR (1658-1707)

Accession: 
Death: 

Wednesday, July 21, 1658 
Thursday, Feb. 20, 1707 

Governors of Kabul: 

1 

2 
3 

4 
5 

6 
7. 
8. 

Mahabat Khan Mirza 
Luhrasp 
Sayyid Amir Khan28 

Mahabat Khan Mirza 
Luhrasp 
Mul;ammad Amin Khan29

Mahabat Khan Mirza 
Luhrasp 
Fidai Khan30

AmTr Khan 3 1 

Prince Mu'aHam Shah 
'Alam Bahadur32 

A.O. 1659 - 1662 

A.O. 1662 - 1668 
A.O. 1668 - 1670 

A.O. 1670 - 1673 
A.O. 1673 - 1674 

A.O. 1674 - 1677 
A.O. 1677 - 1698 
A.O. 1699 - 1707 

- - -

VII. MUHAMMAD MU'AZZAM SHAH 'ALAM BAHADUR (1707-12)
. 

. .  
-

Accession: 
Death: 

Wednesday, March 23, 1707 
February, 27, 1712 

Governors of Kabul: 

1 
2 
3 

Rafi'al-Qadr 
Ibrahim Khan33

Nasir Khan P4 

. 
-

Governor of Kabul: 

1 Nasir Khan I 

A.O. 1707 - 1709 
A.O. 1707 - 1709 
A.O. 1709 - 1712 

VIII. JAHANDAR SHAH (1712-13)

Accession: 
Death: 

March 29, 1712 
February 11, 1 713 

A.O. 1712 - 1713 

3 
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IX. FARRUKH SIYAR (1713 - 19)

Accession: 
Death: 

January 19, 1713 
April 27, 1719 

Governors of Kabul: 

1 
2 

Na�ir Khan I 
Sarbuland Khan35 

A.O. 1713 - 1718 
A.O. 1719 - 1719 

X. RAFI' ad-DARAJAT (1719)

Accession: 
Deposition: 
Death: 

Wednesday, March l, 1719 
June 4, 1719 
June 11, 1719 

Governor of Kabul: 

1 Sarbuland Khan : A.O. 1719 - 1719 

XI. RAFI' ad-DAULA (1719)

Accession: June 6, 1719 
Death: September 1 7, 1 719 

Governor of Kabul: 

1 Sarbuland Khan : A.O. 1719 - 1719 

XII. NA.�IR ad-DIN MUI:IAMMAD SHAH (1719-48)

Accession: 
Death: 

Governors of Kabul: 

1 

2 

Sarbuland Khan 
Nasir Khan II36 

September 28, 1719
April 1748

A.O. 1719 - 1720 
A.O. 1720 - 1738 

REFERENCES 

1. Having ascended the throne in December 1530, Humayun made over Kabul and Qandahar
to Kamran, younger brother of the emperor, in 1531. Peshawar and Lamghan were later on
added to Kamran's territories (H.N., 29; Prasad, 42 - 44; Mehta, ii, 150; T.A., ii, 55).

2. In September 1545, Humayun defeated Kamran and captured Kabul; Qaracha Khan was
the then governor of Kabul. Afterwards, the emperor Humayun appointed Muhammad
Qasim Mauji to administer the Kabul province in the emperor's absence (Pras�d, 279;
Mehta, ii, 188). Mauji was a loyal servant of Humayun. Akbar made him Mfr Bal;lr. He
died in 1572. But Maathir al-Umara is silent about his governorship of Kabul (M. U., iii,
174-76).

3. In 1554 Humayun appointed his three years old son, Mirza Muhammad Hakim, governor
of Kabul under the charge of Mun'im Khan. Akbar, having asc�nded the. throne in 1556,
confirmed Mun'im Khan in the same place (H.N., 62; Prasad, 341).
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4. He was son of Bairam Khan and was a well-known figure in the court of Akbar. In 961/1554
Humayun made himAtaliq of Akbar. In the 5th regnal year of Akbar, the title Khan-i Khanan
was conferred on him (M.U., i, 631-41 and T.A., ii, Urdu, 155, 175, 188). Abu al-Fa9l
writes that he was made governor of Kabul, GhaznTn and other districts extending down
to the River Indus (A.N., ii, 25). When Mun'im Khan went to put down the Afghans, he
deputed his son GhanTKhan as governor of the Wilayat-i Kabul. But Mun'im Khan was
again appointed in the same position in the 8th year of Akbar. He died in October, 1575.
The author of the Maathir al-Umaragives 1573-74/981 as the year of Mun'im's death (T.A.,
ii, Urdu, 155, 173, 175, 188; A.N., ii, 85, 86, 187; M.U., i, 631-41; Mehta, ii, 249).

5. GhaniKhan was son ofMun'im Khan Khan-i Khanan. Mun'im appointed him as his deputy
in Kabul, but he could not properly administer the province and was replaced by Mun'im
in the 8th year of Akbar (T.A., Urdu, 188-89 and A.N., ii, 187).

6. Mirza ijaHm was a step-brother of Akbar (Prasad, 341). Akbar made him governor of
Kabul. In the 24th regnal year of Akbar, he was governor of Kabul. He died on July 30, 1585
in the 30th regnal year of Akbar at the age of 31 (M.U; iii, 163; A.N., iii,542, 703).

7. He was son of Bhagwant Das and a favourite of Akbar. At the death ofMirzal:lakTm in 1585,
he was made governor of Kabul. At the death of Mirza l:lakTm in 1585, Kabul was in­
corporated into the empire as a regular province. (M. U., ii, 162-72; A.N., iii, 703-05, 717;
Metha, ii, 260 & T.A., ii, 411-17).

8. Bhagwant Das was son of Raja Bahara Mal and father of Man Singh. He held several posts
in the reign of Akbar. When Man Singh, the then governor of Kabul, proceeded to punish
the rebellious Yusafzais, Bhagwant Das was appointed governor of Kabul in place of Man
Singh. But when Bhagwant Das, on his way to Kabul, went mad on the River Indus, he was
removed from this post. He was followed by Ismail Qulibut soon Man Singh replaced him
due to the farmer's inefficiency. Bhagwant Das died in 990/1589 at Lahore (M. U., i, 114-
116; ii, 130-33 and A.N., iii, 713-18, 742-45).

9. Isma'il Quli Khan dhu al-Qadr was made governor of Kabul following the madness of
Bhagwant Das in the 31st regnal year of Akbar. He lost favour with Akbar which led to
his dismissal but was later directed to undertake campaigns against the Yusafzais (M. U.,

i, 114-16). Abu al-Fa9l says he was one of the thanedars of the plains (A.N., iii, 802, 745 ).

10. Zain Khan Koka was son of Khwaja Maqsud 'AliHarvi. He was sent by Akbar on several
occasions against the Yusafzais, and built the fort of Chakdara. In the 32nd regnal year,
Akbar appointed him Governor of Kabul. In the following year, he was again sent to
suppress the rebellious Yusafzai tribes. He also took active part in the battle against the
Roshanais (Tarikis). The Wilayat-i Kabul was again made over to Zain Khan Koka after
the unsuccessful administration of the province by �ubadar QulTj Khan in the 4 lst regnal
year of Akbar. He died in 1010/1601 (M.U., ii, 366-72). According to the author of
Tabaqat-i Akbarz,he was made governor in the beginning of 33rd year (T.A., ii, 421). Abu
al-Fa9l says, Khwaja Shams ad-DTn was left in charge of Kabul in the 3 2nd year when Zain
Khan Koka went to invade the YusafzaT territory of Swat and Bajaur (A.N., iii, 802).

11. Khwaja Shams ad-Din was son ofKhwaja 'Ala ad-DinofKhwaf. He entered Akbar's service
and secured a high position through his good services. He built a fort at Attack Banaras.

He served as DTwan and Diwan-i Kul of the Kabul province. He died in 1008/1599-1600
at Lahore. (M.U., i, 660-65). Abu al-Fa9l records that Khwaja Shams ad-Din and a body
of men were left in charge of Kabul (A.N., iii, 802).
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12. In the 34th regnal year of Akbar, he was made governor of Kabul province with his son,
Hashim Khan as deputy governor. He was killed in the 39th year i.e. 1002/1593-94/(M. U.,
iii, 55-58; A.N., iii, 861-67, 1002-04; T.A., ii, 429).

13. Qulij Khan Andjani was appointed governor of Kabul after the murder of Qasim Khan in
the same year. He undertook an unsuccessful expedition against the Afghan tribesmen
which resulted in his deposition. He entered the imperial Mughal service1n the reigh of
Akbar and held several posts under the latter. He died in 1023 H. (M.U., iii, 61-66; A.N.,
iii, 1066, 1004).

14. Shah QulT Khan Ma};lram was a Turk. Mal;uam was his title. He died in 1010/1601 of
diarrhoea at Agra (M. U., ii, 608-11 ). Abu al-Fagl says that he was the proposed governor
of Kabul (A.N., iii, 1196-97).

15. I;fosain Beg 'UmrT was sent to take the charge of Kabul and administered the province most
probably till the death of Akbar (M.U., i, 563-66; A.N., iii, 1231-35).

16. Shah Beg Khan is son of Ibrahim Beg Charik. In the beginning, he was in the service of
Mirza Hakim and was appointed incharge of administration of Peshawar. He played good
role in putting down the YusafzaTs and also remained governor of Qandahar. In 1016/1607-
08/, Jahangfr raised his mansab to 5-hazarC conferred on him the title 'Khan-i Dauran' and,
in addition, appointed him go'vernor of Kabul. Long after, owing to his physical weakness,
he was transferred to Thana (M.U., ii, 642-44). Tuzk-i]ahangrrz records the date of his
appointment as governor of Kabul Thursday, Rajab 3, 1016 (1607), second regnal year
(T.J., i, 225; K.K., i, 267; M.U., i, 478).

1 7. His original name was Zamana Beg son of Ghayyur Beg Kabuli. Ghayyur Beg came from 
Shiraz and entered the service ofMirzal:JakTm. After the latter's death, he joined the court 
service of Akbar. Zamana Beg joined prince SalTm's army and displayed bravery at different 
battle fields. In the beginning of JahangTr's reign, he received the title Mahabat Khan. He 
was appointed governor of Kabul in the 12th regnal year of Jahangir (1026/1617), following 
Shah Beg Khan. After his enthronement, Shah Jahan raised his mansab to 7000 dhat, 7000 
sawar and also conferred the title Khan-i Khanan Sipah salar on him as a reward for his 
brilliant services of the royal court both in the field of administration and warfare. He 
remained �ubadar of several turbulent provinces and kept them under control. He died 
in 1044/1634 and was laid to rest in the compound of Shah-i Mardan at DehlT (M. U., iii, 
327-45; T.J., i, Urdu, 612). In 17th regnal year of JahangTr, Mahabat Khan was called back
to DehlT, and his son, Mirza Aman Allah was appointed in Kabul as Deputy governor under
his father. Aman Allah received the title Khanzad Khan from JahangTr and Khan Zaman
from Shah Jahan. He died in 1048/1637 (M. U., i, 734-40). Also see (T.J., i, 607; ii, 171; 
K.K., i, 301, 323; ii, 19).

-

18. Khwaja Abu al-1:Iasan Turbati held several appointments in the reign of Jahangir. In the
8th year of JahangTr (1021/1612), he was given the man�ab of 5000 dhat, 5000 sawar and
appointment as DTwan-i Kul. He was made Subadar of Kabul in 19th regnal year of
JahangTr. But he deputed his son Khwaja A}:isa� Allah in his own place. At the same time,
Ahsan Allah received the mansab of 1500 dhat, 600 sawar and the title Zafar Khan. He
oc�upied the seat till the enthr�nement of Shah Jahan. Abu al-I:Jasan T urbatT died in the
6th regnal year of Shah Jahan (1042/1632) at the age of 70. ?afar Khan died in the 6th
regnal year of Aurangzeb (1073/1662-63) at Lahore (T.]., ii, 179-80, 311, 438 and M.U.,
i, 731-33).

-

19. ?afar Khan A}:isan Allah son of Abu al-Hasan TurbatT was replaced in Kabul by Abu al­
I:Iasan MashhadT entitled Lashkar Khan, i� the first regnal year ofShahJahan (1628). Shah
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Jahan created him �ubadar of Kabul in his Ist regnal year and deposed him in the 4th year. 
(M.U., iii, 141-144; Kamboh; i; 245-261; K.K., ii, 20-21). 

20. Sa'id Khan Bahadur �afar Jang was son of Al;lmad Beg Kabuli. He had been among the
appointees in Kabul in the reign of Jahangir. He got rapid promotions due to his splendid
services rendered to the imperial court. In the 4th regnal Shah ] ahan he replaced Lashkar
Khan as governor of Kabul. His man�ab ( =rank) was raised to 6000 dhat, 6000 sawar and
also received the title Bahadur ?:afar Jang. He was deposed in the 14th year of Shah Jahan
and replaced by 'AliMardan Khan. He was later made �ubadar of the Punjab. He was once
again appointed governor of Kabul in the 24th regnal year of Shah] ahan and died on] an.
4, 1652 in the 25th year of this emperor (Kamboh, i, 425; ii, 278; M.U., ii, 434-440).

21. 'AliMardan Khan was son of Ganj 'Ali Khan. 'AliMardan Khan approached Shah Jahan
through Sa'id Khan, the then governor of Kabul. In the 14th regnal year of Shah Jahan,
he was made �ubadar of Kabul in the place of Sa'1d Khan. Shah Jahan, in his 16th year,
conferred the title Amir al-Umai=a on him. He was deposed from the governership of Kabul
in the 23rd year and was made governor of Lahore. He died on April 16, 1067/1657 in the
31st year of Shah] ahan and was buried at Lahore. In the 14th year of Shah J ahan, he built
the Sha!Tmar Garden at Lahore (M.U., ii, 789-801, 438; Kamboh, ii, 278; K.K., ii, 175).

22. QufD Khan TuranT entered the service of Prince Khurram. He received the man�ab of 2500
dhat and 200 sawar and became governor of Dehltj us t after the enthronement of Shah] ahan.
He was appointed governor Kabul in the 23rd year of Shah Jahan and, in addition, his
man�ab was raised to 500 dha.t and 5000 sawar do aspa seh aspa. He died in 1654/1064 in
the 27th regnal year of Shah Jahan at Bhira (M.U., iii, 83-85; Kamboh, iii, 561).

23. Prince Murad Bakhsh, the fourth son of Shah Jahan, was born at Rohtas on Oct. 28, 1624.
He took part in several campaigns and showed his bravery in the battles. For a number of
times he also led the expedition. He had been �ubadar of Malwa and Gujarat. He was made
�ubadar of Kabul on Jan. 28, 1650, and was promoted to the rank of 12000 dhat and 10000
sawar do aspa seh aspa. He was executed on the charge of murdering 'AliNaqi (Kamboh,
i, 174; 566).

24. Mahabat Khan Luhrasp was son of Mahabat Khan Zamana Beg. He received man�ab
( =rank) of 2000 dhat and 2000 sawar in the beginning of Shah Jahan's reign.

In the 24th year, his man�ab was raised to 4000 dhat, 3000 sawar and was appointed Mi�
Bakhshi-:-He was made governor of Kabul in the 25th regnal year of Shah ] ahan ( 165 2) at
the death of Sa'id Khan and the title Mahabat Khan was also conferred on him with increment
in mans.ab thus rising to 5000 dhat and 5000 sawar. He was again appointed governor of
Kabul in the 31st regnal year of Shah Jahan (March, 3, 1658) and was removed in the 4th
regnal year of Aurangzeb (1662). In the 11th year (1668) of Aurangzeb, the governorship
of Kabul was again made over to Mahabat Khan II. He was deposed in the 13th regnal year
of 'Alamgir (1670). In the 16th year (1673), he started for the administration of Kabul. He
died in the 18th year of Aurangzeb (1085/1675) at Emanabad (near Gujranwala). (M.U.,

iii, 490-93; Kamboh, iii, 578, 579, 591, 711; M.A., 23, 25, 45, 65, 79, 87; K,K., ii, 269).

25. Prince Dara Shikoh was the eldest son of Shah .Jahan, born at Ajmer on March 20, 1615.
He wrote a book known as Safinat al-Auliya containing life histories of Muslim saints. Dara
was entitled Shah Buland Iqbal and was commander of 40,000 horse. He was appointed
governor of Kabul in the 26th regnal ofShahJahan ( 1652), but he deputed his son Suleman
Shikoh to undertake the administration of this province. Dara Shikoh was promoted to the
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man�ab of 30,000 dhat and 20,000 sawar do aspa seh aspa. He was, later executed by 
Aurangzeb (Kamboh, i, 95; iii, 603; K.K., ii, 272). KhafiKhan places his appointment as 
governor of Kabul in the 25th year of Shah Jahan. 

26. Bahadur Khan BaqiBeg was formerly in the service of Prince Dara Shikoh. In the 23rd year
of ShahJahan, he was enrolled in the service of ShahJahan and was given a man§ab of 3000
dhat and 2000 sawar. When DaraShikoh made his son, Sule man Shikoh, governor of Kabul,
its administration fell into the hands of Bahadur Khan. The title Ghairat Khan was conferred
on him. In the 18th regnal year of Shah Jahan, his manJab was raised to 4000 dhat, 2500
sawar and received the title Bahadur Khan. He governed the province in the 30th year of
Shah Jahan. But he could not administer the Kabul province properly and was ultimately
removed in the 30th year being replaced by Rustam Khan Bahadur Feroz Jang (M. U., i,
439-440; Kamboh, iii, 677, 683). KhafiKhan syas that he was removed in the 31st year
(K.K., ii, 272).

27. His original name is not precisely known; Muqarrab Khan and Rustam Khan are his titles.
He was raised to the rank of 6000 dhat, 6000 sawar and, at the recommendation of Prince
Dara Shikoh, was appointed governor of Kabul after the transfer of Bahadur Khan. He was
granted the ]agir of Peshawar and Kabul. He was removed from the governorship of Kabul
in the 31st year of Shah Jahan, and died in 1068/1658 (M. U., ii, 2 71-78 ). The date of his
appointment as governor is also recorded as the 30th regnal year of Shah J ahan (M. U., i,
439-40 & Kamboh, iii, 683 ). KhafiKhan gives the 31st year as his appointment in Kabul
(K.K., ii, 307).

28. Original name is Sayyid Mir. Aurangzeb conferred the title Amir Khan on him. He was
made governor of Kabul in the fourth regnal year of Aurangzeb following Mahabat Khan
II (1662) and remained there till the 11th year (1668). He died the 13th year (1080/1670)
(M. U., ii, 4 79-80 ). The date of the appointment as governor of Kabul is also recorded as
the 5th year of Aurangzeb 'Alamgir (M. U., iii, 492 and M.A., 23 ). In the 11th year, he
was followed by Mahabat Khan II ( 1668) who governed till the 13th regnal year of Aurangzeb
(1670) (K.K., iii, 129).

29. Mutammad Amin Khan was son of Mu'a��am Khan UrdistanI He joined the imperial
service in the reign of Shah Jahan. He was efficient both in peace and war. In the 13th
regnal year of Aurangzeb, he was made �ubadar of Kabul replacing Mahabat Khan II. The
emperor very often called him l:lafi� Mu}:tammad AmTn Khan owing to the latter's sharp
memory. He died in the 25th regnal year of Aurangzeb on June 4, 1682 at Ahmadabad
(M.U., iii, 509-14 M.A., 65 & K.K., iii, 193).

. 

30. His original name is Mu�affar lj.usain and was entitled Fidai Khan Koka. He was brother
of Khan-i Jahan Kokaltash. The title Fidai Khan was conferred on him in the 30th year of
ShahJahan. He was appointed governor of Kabul in the 17th regnal year of 'AlamgTr (1674)
in place of Mahabat Khan II. Aurangzeb conferred the title A'zam Khan on him. He' was
deposed in the 20th regnal year of Aurangzeb. He died on May 11 '. 1678. His elder son, Saleh
Khan, also got the title Fida1Khan (M.U., i, 244-48). Maathir-i 'Alamgn-!(p. 84) giv;s the
date of his appointment as governor of Kabul Sep. 27, 1674; Also see (K.K., iii, 214).

31. He is son of KhalTI Allah Khan YezdT. He held various appointments in the reign of Shah
Jahan. In 31st year of the latter, he was entitled Mir Khan. He took part in expeditions
launched against the Yusafzais in the reign of Aurangzeb. In the 18th year of 'Alamgir, he
received the title Amir Khan with increase in man�ab. He was made governor of Kabul on
Feb. 21, 1677 in place of A'�am Khan Koka. He remained in this status for 21 or 22 years
and died in the 42nd year of Aurangzeb on April 27, 1698. He was son-in-law of 'AITMardan
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Khan and was followed by Shah 'Alam Bahadur in Kabul. �a];iTh JT, widow of Amir Khan, 
administered the Kabul province immediately after her husband's death till the arrival of 
Shah 'Alam Bahadur who arrived too late. His elder son was also entitled Mfr Khan (M.U., 
i. 272-81; M.A., 97, 240 & K.K., iii, 222).

The dates of his appointment as governor and death are slightly different in Maathir-i 'Alamgm 
which are given as Mar. 19, 1677 and April 28, 1698 respectively (M.A., 97, 240).

32. Mul:iammad Mu'aHam Shah 'Alam Bahadur, born on Oct. 14, 1643, was the second son
of Aurangzeb 'AlamgTr. He was the heir-apparent of his father. He commanded the army
at several occasions. He was styled Shah 'Alam in his father's life-time. He became governor
of Kabul and reached there on June 4, 1699. On Nov. 25, 1706, he came near Jamrud, where
he heard of his father's death, thence he proclaimed himself as emperor. (K.K., iii, 394;

iv, 31; M.A., 319).

33. IbrahTm Khan was son of 'AliMardan Khan. He was granted the man�ab of 4000 dhat and
3000 sawar by Shah Jahan in his 3 l�t regnal year. In the time of 'Alamgir, his man�ab was
increased. Shah 'Alam Bahadur appointed him governor of Kabul and conferred on him the
title 'AliMardan Khan. He was replaced by Na�ir Khan (M.U., i, 288-93; iii, 685).

Rafi'al-Qadr was son of Shah 'Alam Bahadur. He was entitled Rafi'ash-Shan and became
incharge of the Kabul province. His man�ab was raised to 30,000 dhat and 20,000 horsemen.
He was killed while fighting against Jahandar Shah (Irvine, i, 36, 143, 184-85).

Since both Ibrahim Khan and Rafi' al-Qadr were made governors of Kabul, both are said
to have been appointed in the beginning of Shah 'Alam Bahadur's reign. So it is difficult
to distinguish the exact date and period of each. I think Raf°Pal-Qadr was appointed earlier
than Ibrahim Khan, because according to the author of Maathir al-Umara, IbrahTm Khan
was inefficient and was soon followed by Na�ir Khan; who was in tum replaced by Sarbuland
Khan. The last Mughal governor of Kabul was Na�ir son of Na�ir Khan, who surrendered
to Nadir Shah.

34. Na�ir Khan Mul)ammad Aman was son of J:lusain Beg Khan. His original name was Mirza
Aman (M. U., i, 587-89). _!-le was appointed governor of Kabul in place of Ibrahim Khan
in the beginning of Shah 'Alam Bahadur's reign and also received the title Na�ir Khan. He
died in the last years ofFarrukh Siyar (1129/1717) and his son Na�iriKhan was appointed
Subadar of Kabul (M.U., iii, 685). Na�ir Khan I was Faujdiir of Jamrud and was made
governor of Kabul in 1709/1910. He governed the province till his death about 1719.

(Irvine, ii, 3 23).

35. Mubariz al-Mulk Sarbuland Khan's original name was Mul:iammad Rafi' son of Mfr Af�al.

36. 

He received the title Sarbuland Khan at the recommendation of Prince 'AzTm ash-Shan
in the reign of Shah 'Alam Bahadur. In the reign of Rafi'ad-Darajat, he was made governor
of Kabul.

He was removed in the reign of Mu9ammad Shah and died in 1158/1745 (M. U., iii, 659-
62). His death date as recorded by Irvine is January, 19, 1742 (Irvine, i, 364, 370, 404-05;
K.K., iv, 252).

NasiriKhan Nasir Khan or Nasir Khan II was son of Nasir Khan I. The author of Maathir 
al-Umara at one 

0

place shows hi� a�he son and �iibadifr s
0

uccessor of his father, Na�ir Khan 
I. But, properly speaking, Na�ir Khan was succeeded by Sarbuland Khan who was replaced
by Na�ir Khan II. Sarbuland Khan administered this province from Jan. 7, 1719 till 1720.
In 1 720, Na�ir Khan II succeeded him in Kabul and remained in the same capacity till the
invasion of Nadir Shah in 1738 (M.U., iii, 685; Irvine, ii, 323-35).
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Nadir Shah invaded Kabul on June 10, 1738. The Mu�al governors used to remain in 
Peshawar for some time; and following this practice, Na�ir Khan II was in Peshawar at that 
time. The Faujdar of Kabul fort offered some resistance but soon fell to the invader. 
Nadir Shah captured Kabul on June 19, 1738 and stayed there for 40 days. Then he 
advanced to India. Na�ir Khan II, while at Peshawar made arrangements to check the 
invading army but in vain. Nadir Shah entered Peshawar on Nov. 18, 1738 and captured 
the city. He, for some time, made Na�ir Khan captive, but later released him and restored 
him to the viceroyalty of Kabul and Peshawar. (Irvine, ii, 323-35; K.K., iv, 409-417). 
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Kamboh : Mul:ammad �alel;i. Kamboh's Shah Jahan Nama. 
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Key to transliteration

a
. 

dh i gh ., 

'-" b ,) r I,.) f 

b 

J'-" p ,) r q ·.• 

� t ,) z J k 

J, 
t z J' '-" ,) 

.::., th tJ s ( m 

'=,, J sh (:) n 

& ch v s ' u,v,w 

{,, h J d jJ) h 

0 kh }, t 

., d ; z 

b 

d i., c .. 

long 'i' 1 

long 'A' 
,., 

A I = 

long 'u' IT 
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