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Foreword 

ll is a matter of great pleasure that the publication of the research bulletin of the departmnent 
of Archaeology entitled Ancient Pakistan has been reactivated. The initiative is most welcome in 
the revived atmosphere of academic activities, pursuit of knowledge and conduct of empirical re
search by the University of Peshawar. The staff and the chairman of the department deserve words 
of appreciation for their laudable efforts. Their renewed interest in the generation and sharing of 
new historical insights is praise worthy. 

The excavation work of the Rehman Dberi project in the Gomal Plain, 0.1. Khan District, 
NWFP was undertake.n in 1976. The ground investigations were co�pleted in 1979. This volume 
presents the first part of the findings. The Ilnd portion of the· analysis of the cultural data would be 
brought out shortly in the subsequent publication of Ancient Pakistan volume VII. The Rebman 
Dheri project, a joint venture of the departments of Archaeology, University of Peshawar and the 
government of Pakistan, has added significant fresh information to our store of archaeological 
knowledge. The site bas revealed rich cultural material demonstrating the unique role perfomed by 
this southern district of the N\VFP in the development of civilization in Pakistan. It makes an interest
ing and stimulating addition to our knowledge of old world civilizations. 

Historically, the Gomal Plain occupied a strategic position in terms of caravan trade and interac
tion network among the Indus Plain, Baluchistan, Southern Afghanistan, Eastern Iran and Central 
Asia. Rehman Dheri, the first major city in South Asia, was at the cross roads of international trade. 
It seems to have remained a major commercial and administrative centre in the early bronze age of 
Pakistan. The evidence so far collected from the excavations shows that initial attempts of town plan
ning based on a regimented system were made here some six hundred years earlier than that of 
Mobenjo-0:iro.I earnestly hope that the report on Rehman Dheri will prove of positive use in better 
u�dcrstanding of the cultural evolution of the early bronze age. It would enhance the image of the 
team involved in the venture. We look forward to the gr9wing capability and reinforced resolve of 
the department of Archaeology lo explore the hidden heritage in other important places and to shed 
greater light on the cultural treasures of Pakistan. May Allah crown their endeavours with continuing 
success. 

Dr. Abdul Matin 
Vice-Chancellor 

University of Peshawar 



INTRODUCTION 

IL is just a matler of co-incidence that vol. V of Ancient Pakist:111, which came out some 16 
years ago, carried our research in the Gomal Valley conducted by Dr. A.H. Dani, the then chairman 
of the department. Since then stacks of material have accumulated asa result of our research projects 
carried out in different parts of the NWFP. But in order lo appreciate the most valuable contribution 
of Dr. Dani and Lo honour his prolific writings on Pakistan archaeology, vol. VI & VII arc being com
mitlcd to our project at Rehman Dhcri, also in the 9omal Plain. This will complete our first phase of 
over a decade of research in the Gomal Plain which involved extensive investigations of Reh1·1an 
Dhcri and the study of Lal Mahra Sharif tombs of Islamic period. The next phase of our research in 
the Gomal plain, covering protohisloric, early historic and Islamic periods, will start from spring 1989. 

Rehman Dheri, situated in lower part of the Gomal basin enjoyed a strategic position in terms 
of agriculture surplus and internal and external trade. For, as explained in Chapter I it was then lo
cated on the Indus (like the modern city of D.I.Khan) and had access lo the rich alluvial flood plain 
(Kachi) of the Indus irrigated through inundation canals. Additionally, the two Rudh Kohis, i.e., l\lir 
Sahib Nalla and Takwara or pusha (Map No. 1) on either side of the site probably had access to 
perennial flow from Tankzcm and Rudh Suhaili. Rehman Dheri therefore exploited the agriculture 
surplus nccdc for substantial population, nucleated in the town and its hinterlands. Also, it was cru
cially located along the major caravan trade routes �etwecn the flood plain of Indus, Baluchistan, 
Southern Afghanistan, Eastern Iran and Central Asia(J\:fap 11). IL therefore commanded and control
led the interaction networks between these regions. 

As evidenced in Chapter II of this report, Rehman Dheri was perhaps one of the first well
planncd and fortified city of South Asia in the late 4th and 3rd millcnium. B.C. serving as a regional 
centre in the protolitcratc and protourban stage of the Indus Valley civilization. 

Chapter 111, devoted to the ceramic craft of Rehman Dhcri amply substantiates the industrial 
potential of Rehman Dhcri. The ceramic craft of the Gomal Plain atlcstcd at this site (like other 
crafts such as bead making. alabaster work, seals and scalings, lithics, bone working tcrracotas, and 
metallurgy, etc.) reveal an extraordinary skill of the Rehman Dheri craftsmen. The ceramic traditions 
evidenced at Rehman Dhcri also focus very strongly on the role of Rehman Dherians in the broader 
network of interaction between South, South-West and Central Asia. The variety and quality of 
public and household vessels of Rehman Dhcri cxccll any regional crafts of pol making in South 
Asia. Besides, the specimens illustrated· and discussed in this Vol. indicate that in the earliest 
phas�(I) �ot Dijian ceramic traditions, though present, arc over-shadowed by the distinct Gomal 
traditions. Some comparable to North Baluchistan, South Afghanistan, Eastern Iran, Central Asia on 
the one hand, and the Indus flood plain and Rajistan and East Punjab on the other. In the 2nd 
phasc(phascll), the Kot Dijian clements increase but arc strongly dominated by regional flavours of 
the Gomal Plain. The last phasc(Phasc Ill) evolved Kot Dijian traditions most of which arc convinc
ingly comparable to the mature Indus traditions that appear throughout. The ceramic industry of the 
Gomal Plain (especially in the Rehman Dhcri II & 111) seems to have contributed impressively to the 
evolutionary process of the Indus Valley traditions, such as dish on stand, flanged rim jars, cut ware 
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vessels, knobbcd ware and painted designs such as pipal leaf, fish scales, and geometric designs like 
intersecting circles, lozenges, triangles, squares, and rectangles, etc., and peacock motifs. In some 
cases, the Kot Dijian dcsisgns arc combined with those of mature I Iarappan. Also in a few cases, the 
typical design such as pipal leaf and peacocks arc combined together. Thus, although the Gomal 
Plain yields accramic industry which in most cases is distinctly regional, contacts with other regions 
and an indigenous evolution of Indus traditions arc strongly indicated. 

As the complete report consisting of vol. VI and VII (to follow shortly) will substantiate that the 
Gomal Plain provides a unique opportunity of studying the Indus culture mosaic which represents a 
small ecological unit (90 miles by 45 miles) of the greater Indus Vallcy(Mughal, 1970), with ri,·erinc 
and desert environments of a semi arid, hot and harsh character, having access to a great deal of 
agricultural surplus and regional and international trade, actively involved in the development of an 
urban society on the Indus. 

Admowlcdgemcnts 

First of all, I would like lo thank Dr. Abdul !\.latin, Vice- Chancellor, University of Peshawar, 
and his predecessors, Professor Dr. R.A.K. Tihirkheli, Mr. Abdul Ali Khan, Professor Mohammad 
Zubair and Dr, G.�r. Khaltak for their cncouragcmcnl, patronage and keen interest in our academic 
pursuits and field oriented research. 

Opcr,1tions at the Rehman Dhcri have been a joint project of the departments of Archaeology, 
University of Peshawar and the government of Pakistan. The author would therefore like to express 
his gratitude to Mr. �r. Ishtiaq Khan, Sheikh Kurshid I Iassan(cx. director generals of archaeology) 
and their successor Dr. Ahmad Nabi Khan, and the ministry of culture, govcrncmcnt of Pakistan for 
most willing co-operation in terms of administrative and logistic support and some grant in aid by 
them in the initial stages of the excavations. 

We arc extremely grateful to Mr. lftikhar-ud-Din Khallak, Secretary Education, t\lr. �-lumtaz 
Akbar Khan, Additional Secretary, Education, and Mr. Nisar Mohammad Sethi, Chief Planning Of
ficer, Education, Government of NWFP, because the continuation of our publication pwgrammc and 
the re-activation of Ancient Pakislan may not have been possible but for the most generous.funding 
provided by the Education department. The long delay in the pulication of this vol. of ,\ndc11l Pakis

tan has been primarily due lo financial constraints. 

Our thanks arc also due to: Mr. Jchanzeb Khan, commissioner and Mr. Khalid Mansoor, 
deputy commissioner, D.l.Khan dislricl(and their respective successors) for their administrative help 
and assistance during the firslr phase of our projc,·t; Mr. Salahuddin Khan, director, Raia Kulachi 
agriculture research centre alongwith Mr. Anwar Ali Abidi and many of his colleagues at Raia 
Kulachi for their generous hospitality and co-operation during our slay; the staff and the brave stu
dents of this department for enduring all the hardships in the field and for rendering extremely efli
cicnt and positive assistance in the field; and last but not least, the most magnificient people of Dera 
for their cheerful support. 

During the analysis of my data in the U.S.A.(198-t-86), Dr. Anthony J. Rancre(Tcmplc Univer
sity), Dr. Jim Shaffer(Clcvland, Ohio), Dr. R.H. Dyson and Dr. Greg Posshcl(Uni,·ersity of Pennsyl
vania) and Dr. G.F. Dales(13erklcy) offered their willing and valuable guidance and assistance for 
which the author is most grntcful. 

Finally, the author wishes lo express his gratitude lo the Chairman, University Grants Commis
sion, the Ministry of Education, Government of Pakistan, and Captain Aftab Ahmad Khan, ex. 
Secretary Education, government of Education for their most generous support in terms of funding 
the Rehman Dhcri project. 
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Chapter 1 

E:t\T\TJRO Nl\'[ENT AL 

SETI.]NG OF 'flIE GOl\1,\L PLAIN 

111trod11ctfrm 

Dcra Ismail Khan District, where Rehman Dhcri is located (from 3r1s• lo 3l31' north latitud..: 
and 7d'5' lo 11•22• cast longitude), is the southernmost district of the Northwest Frontier Province of 
P;1kislan. It lakes its name from the city of Dcra Ismail Khan, founded in A.O. 1469 by Ismail Khan, 
son of a Ilaluch Malik, Sohrab Khan of the I lut tribe. The old 0.1. Khan city, four miles southeast of 
the present one, w:1s completely washed away by floods in 1823 :md 182�. The present 0.1. Khan cily 
was founded by Nawab Sher l'\·fohammcd Khan after his succession in 1825 (District Gazetteer of 
D.l. Khan 1883-8-�:199). Nearly SO percent of the total area (3,477 square miles) of the district is
formed by a semi-arid, flat, and desolate piedmont plain known locally as Daman, or the "skirt" of
the hills. The plain slopes down very gently from the hills which surround it on three sides, towards
the Indus Ri\'cr. At times, it is also referred to as the Gomal Plain after the Gomal Ri\'er, a m:-ijor
perennial stream, or the ancient Gompti, a Sanskrit word nicaning "possessing cows" (MacDonald
and Keith 1967). Presently, D.I. Khan city is also the administrative headquarters of 0.1. Khan
division, consisting of 0.1.Kh:m and Bannu districts and the adjoining Tribal Arca.

The entire district and some of the adjoining region has been known :1s Derajat since IJritish 
limes, because of the three settlements, Dera Ghazi Khan, Dcra f'atch Khan, and Dera Ismail Khan, 
or by the district name of D.I. Khan, and the Gomal Plain after the Gomal River. 

The district forms an irregular cone pointing south, with its southern extremity b:1rcly 20 miles 
in breadth (Map II). On the south and southwest it is bordered by Dcra-Ghazi Khan, Punjab 
Pro\'in<:c, on the southwest by Zhob-Loralai divisions of Baluchistan Pro\'incc on the norl h and 
northwest by Bannu District and Waziristan Agency, and on the cast by the Indus River, whi<:h 
separates it from Mianwali District and the Thal Desert in Punjab Province. Administr:itivcly, D.I. 
Khan District is subdivided into D.l. Khan, Tank, and Kullachi Tehsils (sub-districts), with the 
divisional administrative headquarters localed in D.I. Khan city. 

Dcra Ismail Khan is the major city in the district, but other important towns arc Kullachi, Tank, 
and lo a lesser degree, Paharpur, Band Kurai, Paroa, Takwara, Kirishamozai, Chaudwan, Yarik, 
I lalhala, Aman Khcl, Paniala, and M:111:1.ai. Today, the city of D.I. Khan is located on the flood 
plain, or Kaachi, of the meandering Indus River. Agriculture on this rich plain is possible through 
the use of Persian wheel wells, and more recently, lube wells and canal irrigation. Although D.I. 
Khan w:1s initially an agricultural marketplace, trade and manufacturing activities have become im
portant as well. The rich agricultural production which supports the large urban population is also 
used, along with other manufactured products, for exchange with high land communities in return for 
timber, wool, stone, and other highland resources. 
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Political Histo,y 

The Gomal Plain, or Dcrajat, has been frequently visited for centuries by Powandah tribes from 
Afghanistan in search of trade and winter pasture. Also, invading armies of the Khurassan 
emperors, on lh�ir way lo India, must have passed through here, but no dc�ailed account has sur
vived. Alexander the Great and his army marched down the Jhclum River and passed about 150 
miles cast of the Dcrajal in the 4th century B.C. 

The only substantial evidence for pre-Muslim political history is rcncctc<l in the ruins and monu
ments of Kalir Kot. These consist of formidable fortifications and temple complexes dating lo the 
Ilin<lu Shahi Period, ca. A.D. 600-700. These arc localed in the northeastern area of the district, in 
the Khisorc Range overlooking the Indus River. These complex structures clearly indicate the politi
cal importance of DJ. Khan District before the arrival of Islam in the northwestern part of the sub
continent. 

In the 9th century A.D. Scislan's Muslim governor began expanding his sphere of inOucncc to 
'include Qandahar and the Pak-Afghan borderland. Under one governor of Scistan, the Shera Thala 
Plain in northern Waziristan received an effective irrigal ion system. 

l\[ahmud of Ghazni, in the 11th century A.D., transversed the region during his Indian cam
paigns. Ilis route followed the Gomal River and then skirted the Daman along the foothills, just as 
Ilabur <lid in 1505. In A.D. 1398, during Taimur's invasion of India, a portion of his army probably 
marched through Dcrajal, but lit1lc mention is made of it in his memoirs (District Gazet teer of D.I. 
Khan 1883-84:28). During the reign of Shahabud<lin Ghori, al the beginning of the 13th century 
A.D., some Lodhi tribes of Afghanistan arc believed lo have campaigned in the region. They control
led the northeastern Dcrajat and established forts and sclllcmcnls such as Kol Lodhian, Paharpur
and Gumal. Ilowcvcr, with the rise of the Lodhi Dynasty al Delhi, A.D. 1450 lo 1526, and during
Sher Shah Suri's rule, AD. 15-10 lo 1555, most of the Lodhis migrated lo the Ganges Valley. Conse
quently, this area came under the control of the lohani Pathan tribes, a branch of the lodhis from
Ghazni, whose remnant tribes, such as the Marwals, Daulal Khcl, J\·lia Klicls and Talors, still occupy
parts of Dcrajal and Bannu District.

The magnificent Tughlak Period tombs near l\fahra Sharif, 25 miles south of D.I. Khan city, 
rcOccl the political imporlan cc of Dcrajal during early Islamic period (Rehman 1981). The first 
record of Ilaluch inOucncc in this region is found in the accounts of Farishta, an Arab historian, and 
in a Persian manuscript translated by Lieutenant Madagan (District Gazetteer of D.I. Khan 1883-8-1). 
According to these records, Sultan I Iussain, son of Emperor Kutubbudin of Delhi, was assigned the 
Governorship of J\[uhan in A.D. 1469. Ile held authority over the cis-lndus, the region adjac:enl to 
the eastern bank of the Indus River, and the trans-Indus, or the Dcrajat. Sinc:c the hill tribes of the 
Dcrajal were becoming troublesome, Sultan I lussain welcomed the arrival of the Ilaluch tribes under 
l\lalik Sohrab (a Dodai Baluch chief) from Kech J\fakran (south Baluchistan). Sohrab, along with his 
Hut tribe and sons, Ismail Khan and Fatch Khan, joined the sen-ices of the Multan governor. Shortly 
thereafter, another Baluch chief, I laji Khan, and his son, Ghazi Khan, along with others from their 
tribe from Kcch, moved into DcrajaL and joined Sultan Hussain's services. 

The governor allolle<l lands on both banks of the Indus River as well as wastelands lo these 
newly arrived Baluc:h tribes. This greatly increased the region's prosperity and government revenue. 
ll was <luring this period that Malik Sohrab founded Dcra Ismail Khan and Dcra Fatch Khan, towns 
named after his sons· (District Gazctleer of D.I. Khan 1883-84:30). Ismail Khan himsclf{According to 
some sources) founded the city of Dcra Ismail Khan. AL the same Lime Dcra Ghazi was founded by 
I laji Khan and named after his son. 

These Baluch tribes were mostly I fut, o_r I lot, about whom Ra,·erty (ISSS:4551-52), quoting Saiz
ul-Balad, has writlcn. Ravcrly refers lo D.I. Khan city as the center of Makkalwadh, an old dcsigna-
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Lion for the lower Daman basin, a region producing a revenue of approximately 500,000 rupees. DJ. 
Khan city, accord ing lo Ravcrly, was founded by Ismail Khan of the Ilul tribe. IL was in DJ. Khan 
city, where the products of Sind, I lind, Iran, and Turan (Russian Turkemcnia) were disposc<l. DJ. 
Khan city and Dcrajat maintained their strategic, political, and commerei:iJ posit�on until Ghazni be
came the center of activities in Afghan istan. Towards the end of the 15th and beginning of the 16th 
century A.O., Kabul became Afghanistan's capital after its con quest by Babur. These developments 
in Afghanistan, along with the inception of l\.lughal rule in India, resulted in the decline of the politi
cal and strategic importance of DJ. Khan city and Derajat. I lowcver, the region's commercial impor
tance in terms of long distance trade remained significant. 

Babur, in 1505, during his second invasion of India, entered Derajat from Bannu, via Pezu. I le 
· pillaged several villag cs in upper Daman, an<l robbed Powandha merchants of merchandise destined
for Afghanistan. I Jc then followed the Gomal River, skirted the Daman via the foothills, and
enl�rcd Dcra Ghazi Khan District. On his return to Ghazni, he probably followed the western bank
of the Indus River. Although 13abur makes no men lion of Ghazi Khan, Fateh Khan, and Ismail
Khan chiefs, he notes that his army found plenty of green corn and buffaloes from the Simi, and
sheep from the Daman. 13abur's memoirs lack any subs tantial account of the Derajal.

During Emperor Sher Shah Suri's ,·isit, in A.D. 1540, to Khushab and 13hera, on the Jhclum 
River, he arranged the submi ssion of all southwest Punjab chiefs, including the three Derajat Ilaluch 
chiefs. After this, Derajat remained an important part of the Mughal Empire. 

During Nadir Shah's invasion, Derajat was officially surrendered by the Emperor of Delhi to 
Nadir Shah, who then gave it to his Afghan general, Ahmad Shah Abdali. During Ahmad Shah's 
reign, Derajat was incorporated into his empire and ruled dirce tly from Kabul. Nawab Mohammad 
Khan Sadozai, towards the end of the 18th century A.O., consolidated Derajat and added areas on 
both sides of the Indus River. l lis son, Hafiz Ahmad Khan, how ever, had lost territories cast of the 
Indus River to the Sikhs in 1821. lie retired lo D.I. Khan city and continued to rule the region as a 
semi-independent province under the Sikhs. In 1836, Nao Nehal Singh conquered D.I. Khan and for 
a brief period it was under direct Sikh rule. 

British innuence started with the arrival of I lcrbert Edward who made a summary land assess
ment for Lahore Darbar (the Sikh capital or seat of government) in 1847. Once British innu ence 
was initiated, a series of events quickly followc<l which resulte<l in the fall of the Sikh reign. In .1848-
49, a rebellion by Diwan Mulraj, the Sikh Governor of l\·lultan, resulted in several battles with I lcr
bert Edward's troops. The tribes of the Indus frontiers, being devoted l\·fuslims, had always resented 
Sikh rule. The British, being clever manipulators, were able to recruit a large army from these groups 
which played a vital role in the seige of Multan, which fell to the Il'ritish on 22nd January, 1849. This 
was followed by the second Sikh war which ended Sikh rule. Consequently, D.I. Khan, along with 
the Punjab Province, became part of the British Empire. J lcnceforth, D.I. Khan remained an impor
tant administrative center. In 1861, Banim was formed into a separate administrative unit, and Leiah 
and Bhakkar were incor porated into the D.I. Khan District. 

Shaffer (1975:18) has rightly suggested that D.I. Khan city and Derajat have long played a vital 
role in the important interaction network linking the eastern Iranian highlands with the Indus Valley. 
For until the ascenclan.cy of Kabul O\'er Ghazni, and the concomitant ascen<lancy of Peshawar over 
D.I. Khan, the Gomal an<l other passes west of D.I. Khan served as major routes for invaders on
their way to the rich Punjab plains. IL is reasonable to suggest that even long before the foundation
of D.I. Khan city, Derajat occupied a prominent position in the broad interaction network of invasion
an<l trade between southern Afghanistan, Iran-Central Asia, and the Indus Valley. In the 9th century
A.O., the Muslim governor of Seistan built Gambila, a city at the junction of the Kurram and Tochi
rivers. This center enabled the Muslims to control trade an<l invasion routes through Derajat and on
wards to Mullan in the Punjab. Mahmud of Ghazni use<l thcse routes several times.

In 1901, the Northwest Frontier Province was formed, resulting in the detachment of Leiah and 
Bhakkar from the D.I. Khan District. Aft1:rwards, although Derajal and D.I. Khan formed the 
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soulhcrnmosl district of NWFP (Northwest Frontier Province of British India), its commercial, a<l-
• minislralive, and political importance declined considerably. Its fortunes and position became secon

dary lo those of Peshawar. The ascendancy of Pesha war renects British concern for def ending India
from the wave of Tsarist advances in Central Asia. The city's location near the Khyber Pass, which
facilitated trade links between British I n<lia and Central Asia (Elphinslone 1819; Moorcroft and
Trcbech 1830) and the British military strategy in terms of dealing with a hostile Afghanistan, led lo
Peshawar's position of importance in NWFP.

With the independence of Pakistan, D.I. Khan's fortunes <lid not signilicantly change. �lore 
recently, however, it has bq:ome the administrative headquarters of the southern dh·ision, comprised 
of Bannu and D.1. Khan Districts, and Wazirislan agencies, of the NWFP. Its communication net
works ha\'c been steadily improving. For example, it is now linked with Pesha war, Bannu, and �ful
lan by air, and the road system has been signilicanlly improved. The new Darya Khan bridge 
(Replacing the.old boat brige, pl. IIIB) over the Indus River has linked D.1. Khan, the southern part 
of NWFP, and northern Baluchistan with the Punjab lloo<l plains, which should. initiate new 
economic growth in this region. 

Signilicanl developments in the lield of agriculture have recently occurred. Agricultural re
search institutes, like Rala Kulachi, with special cells for irrigation, soil conservation, seeds, 
forestry, hydrology, and agricultural mcclrnnizalion, have been established. Additionally, research 
in agro-lechnology in D.1. Khan will be undertaken by the new Go111al Uni\'ersity and affiliated scicn
tilic and technical colleges. 

Paharpar Canal is used lo irrigate the present Indus noo<l plain. The Chashma right hank 
canal, the lsl phase of which is near completed, will open a large area in the lower basin for irrigat
ion and agricult urc. The new canal, only one mile southeast of Rehman Dheri, appears, according 
·to a U.S. Geological Survey map (Map I), lo occupy an old Indus River channel. This canal, plus
extensive lube well irrigation schemes in progress will signilicantly increase the agricultural poten
tial of D.I. Khan.

Ethnic Groups 

For centuries, three main ethnic groups, the Jals, Ba Iuchs, and Pathans, and more recently the 
Powandahs, have ex ploile<l the Derajal region. To a limited extent, the Pathan tribes of the Khisore 
Range have intermarried with some Jal settlers of the northeastern Daman and Kaachi plain. 
However, in general, the Jal, Pathans, and Powan<lah of the basin interact with each other and ha\'e 
acquired and incorporated words of each other's languages. Yet, they enjoy distinct ethnic identities. 

Migrations from outside have frequently occurred despite the region's arid nature. The Jats 
were early migrants from the cis-fn<lus region;Thal Desert, Leiah, Bhakar, l\.lianwalli, and the inte
rior Punjab. In addition, there were the Baluch tribes who actively parlicipale<l in the political strug
gles of the region, and who migrale<l from the south. These Baluchs have been inter mixing linguisti
cally, maritally, and culturally (except for a few pockets) with Jals for so long that the two almost 
have the same identity today. From the north and northwest, several Pathan tribes have entered and 
arc occupying the highlands, foothills, and upper Daman. Among these tribes arc the Lohanis, Bhit
lanis, Marwats, Gan<lapurs, and Kundis. Powandah from Afghan istan, who enter into Derajat 
<luring the fall and leave in the spring, have left a few permanent villages in the Daman. I low ever, 
these villages arc· likely lo increase in number owing lo recent events in Afghanistan. Early im
migrants into the urban centers, e.g. D.1. Khan city, were largely brought there by the British from 
other parts of India for lra<le and services <luring their reign. A second wave of urban immigrants 
came <luring the partition of India in 19.t7. Around 8,000- 10,000 Indian Muslims were given 
evacuated properties left by Hindus. This is one of the largest groups of Muslim refugees in the 
Northwest Frontier Province's cities and they seem lo have adjusted more eff ec tively lo their new 
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surroundings than those sclllctl elsewhere in the province. Lately, owing lo the innux of money 
from the Gulf an<l lube well technology, even the war-like Waziris arc buying farmlands an<l houses 
an<l business plots in the cities of DJ. Khan an<l Tank. A chain of new hotels, restaurants, and 
shops owned by Waziris arc developing. 

Nomad ism 

A transhumanl pallcrn was dcvclopc<l among the Bhillani (Pathan) tribes of the Bhittani Range 
an<l those living in the southwestern foothills. These tribes fin<l the summer heal of the totally bare 
hills unbearable an<l move, along with their herds, lo the banks of the Indus. They return to their 
houses in the fall. Thus, their movements arc entirely within the DJ. Khan District boundaries. 

D.I. Khan District is also exposed lo the movements of several outside nomadic groups. From
the cast it is visited by the Aud (in Punjabi) or Changarian (in Pushtu) from the interior of the Pun
jab Plain. These arc Punjabi speaking nomads who arc sometimes referred lo locally as Jaangli, il
literate jungle dwcl lcrs, or gypsies. They camp on the cdses of cities anti virtually live on cities. 
Their animal stocks include ponies, donkeys, mules, monkeys, bears, and a Punjabi breed of 
watchdog. Their dress is typical of central Punjab, that is a chola or shirt, and Iambi, shalwar, or 
Asian trousers, or dhoti, an Indian substi lute for shalwar. Donkeys, mules, an<l occasionally laloo, 
or short ponies, arc used for transportation. Occasionally donkey earls arc usctl which enable these 
nomads lo earn cash by trans porting cargos in the cities. Other means of gaining subsistence in
c:ludc working as laborers or as entertainers using trained monkeys and bears. In fact, these nomads 
arc sometimes known as the travelling performers. 

The western nomads arc the Pawin<lah, or Powandah, a name derived, according lo Bellow 
(cited in Robinson 193-1:1) from the Persian word pawidan, meaning lo wander, or from the root of 
the Pushtu word powal, meaning lo graze nocks, moving them from place lo place. They arrive from 
Afghanistan in fall and re migrate in late spring. The Afghan nomads use several passes, such as the 
Khyber, Kurram, Tochi, and Gomal for their passage into the Northwest Frontier Province of Pakis
tan. Those tribes using the Gomal route form the· largest number (Robinson 1934:6- 7). The rowan
dah tribes that use the Gomal route include diff cr cnl units of Suleiman Khel, Aka Khcl, Ali Khel, 
Daulal Zai, Dautani, Mala Kh,·1. 1\1iani, Niazi, Yasinzai, anti Michin Khcl. 

Robinson ( 1934:7) divides these nomads into three cal ego ries: (I) semi-nomads, groups which 
own lan<l and, during the agricultural seasons, establish sclllcmcnls of simple huts, or goal hair tents, 
an<l during other seasons move with their camels and sheep herds to pastures in the same area; (2) 
groups who own land but pasture their nocks in restricted areas; and (3) true nomads who occupy, 
for the most part, fixed grazing grounds in summer an<l winter. The majority of nomads that visit the 
Gomal Plain arc "true nomads". However, since Robinson's work (1934) such "true nomads" have un
dergone significant cultural change. Today they arc al least partially sedentary. Some family mem
bers establish permanent residences along their annual migration route. By doing so they arc not 
leaving the tribal network completely but rather 6ccomc complementary lo the annual cycle in that 
the sellled mcmbcr(s) provide obligatory assistance lo the remaining nomadic family <luring their 
movements. 

A recent slu<ly by Ahmau (1982:171-182) of the Gomal nomads suggests that besides treating 
noma<lism as a "trail of cultural ecology" (e.g. Johnson 1%9; Kradcr 1959; Rabel 1969; Spooner 1973; 
and Sweet 1965) or as "an adaptive strategy lo political rather than natural environment" (e.g. Bates 
1971; Iron 1974; and Latimore 1940), it should also be treated as an i<lcolo gical cultural expression. 
According to Ahmad, by remaining a nomad ideologically despite the recent tendency towards sc
<lcnl ism, he expresses adherence lo Azadi, or lo remaining free poli lically, and owes allegiance to 
no system or man but to "Go<l". Furthermore, this represents an extension to the larger social and 
cultural values of Pakhtun society, which is sedentary. Ahmau (1982: 173) also argues that 
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"nomadism remains and reflects an aspect of its own desire lo remain dc-scdcnlarizcd." According lo 
Ahmad (1982:176), "These nomads arc organized along scgmenlary principals, exhibit 'nesting' al
lribulcs, arc accphalous, egali larian and trace their genealogical links lo an apical ancestor. Such 
groups arc characterized by Ahmad (1980) as Nang or honor based groups. Ahmad's (1982) con
cepts of Nang and Galang, how ever, do nol seem lo be applicable lo the Powandah nomads, who 
arc from an entirely different environment, with different social values, altitudes, anti incentives than 
those lo whom Ahmad has extended the Nang and Galang concepts. 

Afghan nomads, known as Kochis, or one who travels, anti Powandah, or one who lra\'cls on 
foot, arc regarded collectively as Ghilzai in the Gomal. Except for the uprisings against Ahmad Shah 
Abdali, founder of the Durrani Dynasty, and Amir Abdur- Rehman, and their support of Bacha Saqa 
against Amanullah Khan, who was ousted by the British, these groups have generally been peaceful. 
Traditionally they were rivals to the Durranis, but became reconciled to Durrani rule for the last two 
centuries. They still have the saying "Iladshahi da Durrani, Tura da Ghilzai" - kingship belongs lo 
Durrani, but the sword belongs lo Ghilzai. 

·There arc three categories of Powamlah in the Gomal: (I) Those who use winier pasture in
Waziristan reserved for them by the government or local tribes; (2) Those who graze their herds on 
the plain and also engage in trade and labor activities; (3) Those who only engage in trade anti may 
go as far as India anti Burma. 

The first category need nol concern us since they do not actually enter the Gomal Plain. All 
their pastures arc in the Waziristan tribal areas or close to the Afghan border. The third category 
<lo nol reside in D.I. Khan Dislri<:l for long periods, thus their ·physical involvement in the area is 
minimal. Their activities arc important, however, for they represent the inter mediary traders who 
have linked the Indus, Khurassnn, Southeast Iran, and Bukhara areas throughout history. IL was per
haps through such intermediary nomadic traders thal Rehman Dhcri participated in international 
trade and exchange networks. r-or actual participation in the Gomal economy, the second category is 
most relevant. 

Unlike the Punjab nomads, the Powandahs never camp near the city, except in transit. They 
arc basically rural and remain in the countryside. Their goat hair tents differ from those of the Pun
jab nomads. They also differ from the eastern nomads in their subsistence strategy. These groups 
arc normally in great demand as a labor source in the construction of canals, roads, and mud 
hquscs. In addition, they ;.1lso engage in trade. They exchange Afghan carpets, wool, sheepskin, silk, 
dry fruits, and honey for finished collon, shoes, sugar, salt, tea, and other household products which 
they sell in Afghanistan. Loc;1l residents ha\'c developed a type of inlcrdepcn<lcncc with these 
Powandahs and encourage their annual movements. The recent C\'cnts in Afghanistan ha\'c, 
however, greatly disrupted this pallern. Many, about a quarter of a million, who have come to D.I. 
Khan may never return except to actively participate in the war against the Soviets. H this situation 
continue to persist, they will soon become sedentary farmers in the Gomal Plain. But now that the 
Soviets arc withdrawing from Afghanistan and peace is in sight, their old cycle of movement may be 
revived. 

Physiograpl1y 

Dcrajat is a vasl basin formed by a piedmont plain rimmed by low mountains on the north, 
northwest, and southwest, and the Kaachi, or river flood plain, of the Indus River on the cast. Thus, 
physiographically, it is characterized by highland and lowland units (Map I). The lowland units, 
dominated by the piedmont or Daman, covers a triangular area about 110 miles north to south, with 
a maximum width in the north of 50 miles and a minimum width in the south of 20 miles. Basically, it 
is a dry, arid savanna, with a long, hot summer, and a short, cold winter, having an annual rainfall 
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average of less than 10 inches (Dichter 1967:13). It has been called "one of the warmest arid zon·e 
r�gions in all Asia" (Dichter 1967: 14). 

The Highlands: 

This unit covers about 11.1 percent of the DJ. Khan District total area. It is composed of 
sandstone, shale, conglo merate, and limestone outcroppings. Extensive erosion, which.has left most 
of these rocks bare, with little or no soil remaining, has resulted in the formation of alluvial fans at 
canyon mouths and further below, in the piedmont plain. Locally known as Daman, this plai� ex
tends right up to the Kaachi or the Indus River flood plain·. 

In the west are low hills which are offshoots of. the Waziristan and Suleiman Ranges. The 
western boundary of the district runs along the foot of these hills, 2000-5000 feet in elevation, known 
as the Warsspan and Jandola, Sorar, Horai, Malauzai, and Rasul hills. These hills are composed of 
conglome rate and sandstone rocks of the Siwalik system. Immediately west of these hills are the 
older Tertiary rocks which are disposed in a succession of parallel ridges. The elevation increases 
from cast to west and culminates at the Pre Ghar Peak, 11,532 feet, in the Suleiman Range. The 
highest elevations of the Suleiman Range, lying beyond the boundary of Dera Ismail Khan, are 
covered with forests, while the slopes and valleys have a thick grass cover. 

In the north and northwest are the Khisor, fyfarwat, and Bhittani Ranges. The Khisor Range is 
also known as the Ralta Koh or Surgharh, or red mountains. Its average width is six miles and 
general elevation is 3500 feet. It runs along the Indus River for a few miles.iand then ends at the 
northeastern boundary of the district. At its southern end the Khisor Range runs westward a1;1d its 
height increases from the northeast to the southwest, where it culminates at Tumani Ghundal Peak, 
3432 feet high. The gradient is steeper towards the Indus and gentler westward to the Paniala. 
Basin, which separates it from the Mar wat Range. 

The Marwat Range forms a natural boundary between Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan Districts. 
It is almost parallel to the Khisor Range and runs east-northeast for about 35 miles, avcrag ing five 
miles in width. Its elevation increases gradllally from 2702 feet in the northeast to 4516 feet in the 
southwest. Sheikh Budin is the highest peak in the range and the highest elevation in the District. It 
has served as a hill station and a sani torium since the British period. Southwest of the Marwat 
Range and separated from it by the Pczu Gap, which links DJ. Khan and Bannu districts through a 
modern highway, are the Bhittani Hills. These hills, with elevations of 1600 to 2500 feet, strike north 
east to southeast. The Bhittani Hills are composed of sandstone, siltstone, and conglomerate, which 
date from the Pliocene to Pleistocene periods. 

The Lowlands: 

1. Sandy plains: This zone is composed of narrow stret ches of sandy plains. These occur in
the drainage basins of the Marwat-Bhittani and Khisor Ranges respectively. The rolling sandy plains 
occupy 56 square miles and are characterized by undulating relief. The aeolian sands were derived 
from the underlying Pleistocene s_andstone bedrock and has been redeposited by streams and winds. 

2. Hilly sandy plain: The hilly sandy plain, covering about 40 square miles, intervenes between
the mountains and the piedmont plain. In the district's northeast corner, the Paharpur Canal 
separates the hilly sandy plain from the piedmont plain. This hilly sandy stretch has a desert-like ap
pearance and is composed of wind-blown and flood plain deposits. 

3. Alluvial fans: Alluvial fans cover 32 square miles and are found at the junction of the
foothills with the piedmont plain. These fans were built by the perennial streams,· or Zams, which 
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flow out of lhc hills and onlo lhc plains. Such fans slope slccply lowards lhc picdmonl plain, or 
Daman, thal forms the dominant fcalurc of D.I. Khan Dislricl. An imporlanl morphologi cal fcalurc 
of lhcsc fans is a nclwork of braided channels formed by highland slrcams. Since lhcsc slrcams ha\'c 
a tendency lo migrate, human sclllcmcnls which depend on lhcm conscqucnlly must rclocalc. The al
luvial fans of D.T. Khan may be divided inlo two groups: 

• a. Those comprising lhc Wazirislan group, lhal is, the fans of Kuiwala, Ramak, Gajislan,
Chaudwan, Khor;1, Gawan Shauc, Gomal, Naras, Rud Sohaili, Takwara, Shuza, and Tank
Zam. These border lhc wcslcrn frontier of the district.

• b. Those comprising the Marwat group, that is, the Sheikh Budin and Surgarh, or red
mountain, fans which occupy lhc nor lhcrn edges of lhc plain.

Irrigation in this area depends solely on lhc Zams (Dich·lcr 1967). These perennial slrcams arc 
spring fed but some have limited snow melt from lhc Wazirislan and Suleiman ranges. The waler 
volume loday in lhcsc slrcams is very limilcd. I lowcvcr, lhcrc is evidence for higher precipilalion 
ralcs during the Plcisloccnc and early Holocene periods, when lhc mountains were heavily forested 
and there was more vcgclalion in general. Villa gcs along lhcsc Zams have cluslcrs of large sishum, 
or sisoo lrccs, and numerous waler mills surrounded by willow lrccs can be found. 

4. Kaachi or river flood bank: In lhc cast, separating the piedmont plain and the Indus is a
narrow strip of flood plain, one to live miles wide, known as Kaachi. This may be divided into two 
parts: 

• a. The part immediately adjaccnl to lhc Indus Rin.:r is lhc aclivc flood plain, and, in
fact, is aclually the summer river bed. ll is characlerized by annually abandoned channels,
river bars, and swamps.

• b. The second parl is lhc meandering flood plain, which was abandoned by lhc ri\'cr
some time ago. Only a small portion, near Paharpur in lhe northeast, is inundated by high
Indus floods <luring the summer. The resl is above lhe Indus's flood lc\'el and has been
recently slabilize<l by cxlensivc slonc embankments. This is a very fertile area due lo irriga
tion made possible by lhc Paharpur Canal, Persian wheels, and tube wells.

In this region the Indus River has a gently sloping course over 10 miles wide. Between lhc main 
stream and numerous minor channels arc large tracts of land, or islands known as Bclas, some of 
which arc farmed in the winter. These crops arc sown in the fall and har\'cstcd in late April or early 
May. Also, extensive dairy farming, mainly water buffalo herds, is prncliccd here. Those selllcmenls 
on islands opposite D.I. Khan contribute mosl of lhc city's ,.!airy requirements. 

5. Daman: Between the Kaachi and lhc highland alluvial fans is a large area formed by lhc
deposition of perennial slrcams and numerous dry hill torrenls thal traverse this plain. Formed by 
malcrial eroded from the Suleiman, Marwat, and Khisorc ranges (Ahmad 195.1:17), the plain is bcsl 
known as the piedmont plain or Daman. ll encompasses about 80 pcrcenl of the total 219L square 
miles of D.T. Khan District and is aboul 90 miles long and 30 miles wide. ll is completely flat except 
at places where sand dunes occupy the surface (Said 1972). 

� 

Where uncultivated, the Daman stretches out in level plains, flat as a billiard table, 
generally without a tree or a particle of vegetation, except a few bushes of Lana. Grass 
does not grow naturally and even Lana disappears. in places having nothing to break the 
uniformity of the mud colored expanse (District Gazetteers of D.I. Khan 1883-84:4). 

The Daman very gently slopes 170 feel in 40 miles away from lhc hills lowards lhc Indus River 
and is laced wilh numerous dry river channels locally known as "Rml Kohis" (Meaning hill torrcnls or 
slrcams) which flood during lhc rainy seasons. In general, Daman prolilcs arc thick slrala of 
medium or mo<l.cratcly line material except near the dry_ river channels where they tend to be more 
thinly stratilied with soils incorporating a wide rnngc of textures (Colombo Plan 1954: 100). The 
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Zams noted above, although classed as perennial, hardly ever reach the Indus River except during 
severe floods (Mehtab Lodhi, personal commu nicalion). In fact, whatever little waler they carry is 
commi lled lo irrigation in the highlands and alluvial fans. The "Rud Kuhis" or dry channels travers
ing the plain bring flood waler as well as spillover from the Zams during high floods. Principal "Rud 
Kuhis" or dry channels arc: (1) Rud Suheili and Takwara, which collect flood waters from Tank Zam 
and some other passes and irrigate northern Daman; and, (2) Toa, Sawan, Luni, Gajistan, and 
Ramak, etc., which collect flood waters from the Gomal Zam, Zarkani, Daraban, Khola, Chaudwan 
Zam, and other minor perennial streams, and irrigate the southern Daman. Aerial photographs indi
cate lhal some of lhesc channds were aclually joined lo some of the Zams and obviously derived 
perennial waters from lhcm in the pasl (Dr. Said, personal communication). This appears lo be the 
case for Mir Sahib and Takwara Rud, which flank the site of Rehman Dheri. 

Until the introduction of lube well irrigation, which has changed the settlement pattern, nearly 
all sclllcmcnls in the piedmont plain, or Daman, were iocaled along these "Rud Kuhis" or dry chan
nels since they were the only source of irrigation waler. Irrigation along these dry channels involves 
a mechanism thal can be des cribcd as an "ephemeral impounding technique." This technique invol
ves the construction of a series.of earthen dams before the rainy season begins. The upstream side 
of the dam's base is strengthened with shrubs and branches pressed into the channel bed. Adjoining 
fields arc prepared by leveling and raising embankments around them. The channel's banks al the 
dam points arc raised lo prevent waler from spilling back into il. The floods arc then awaited and if 
lhc dam withstands lhc first impact of the flood, waler is then diverted lo adjacent fields through 
small channels. Once the adjacent fields arc watered, the dam is broken_ and water allowed lo pass 
downstream lo the next dam. Eventually, this technique raises the stream bed level through siltation, 
making il feasible lo irrigate during the rainy season. Daman soil is very fertile and when walered 
has high agricultural potential. When this irrigation system is successful, the agricultural season is an 
extremely prosperous one. However, the lirsl rush of waler may overllow the dam, pierce it, or 
sweep il away. During periods of heavy preeipilal ion in the mountains these otherwise dry rivers 
can carry as much a 21,000-150,000 cusecs of waler (Deputy Commissioner's Office Records 1961), 
causing havoc lhroughoul the piedmont plain and disrupting irrigation systems in the Kaachi plain as 
well. There can also be a great deal of local variation in the success of this technique. For example, 
a rainy season may be an unfor lunate one for a set of villages along one channel but very successful 
for those localed along another. Or, the situation may differ between dams on the same channel. 
Flooding will cause the river lo scour or undercul its banks, a process which, if not arrested, will 
result over decades in the river altering its course.Also these "Rud Kuhis" have a tendency to scour 
and undercut their banks and rescl their channels. Such problems arc reflected in the records which 
demonstrate that now abandoned villages were once prosperous and thriving. Indeed, these dry 
channels require constant human labor for lhcir maintenance for withoul it, the channels will silt up 
completely, forcing lhc river lo form a new channel. When the monsoon fails and the villages along 
lhesc channels arc abandoned, it takes only lwo years of rains lo silt up old beds. 

In lhc dry and arid Daman environment, water is the most critical resource. For example, most 
of the population in the interior utilize rain waler, stored in ponds, for human as well as animal con
sumption (Plate I, a and b). The loss of flood waler is i1s serious as the general scarcity of water. If 
the flood waler could be conserved al lhc heads of lhesc rivers in the highlands and then effectively 
regulatcd lhrough irrigation channels, the prosperity of the districl could be enhanced and insured. 

People occupying lhc lower basin also depend on the barani dagar method of irrigation. In this 
system, used during periods of heavy rains only, fields covering a wide area arc embanked on the 
lower sides while the upper sides arc open. The waler, flowing down in the form of sheet flooding, is 
thus arrcs led by the embankments and allowed lo permeate the field. When the surface is dry, it is 
ploughed, sown, and then leveled with the help of a wooden plank. This way clay lumps arc pow
dered, soil made liner, and the capillary line of the soil is scaled, preventing quick evaporation and 
preserving soil moisture. The area around Rehman Dheri, in the lower basin, with Palai soil, is today 
irrigated in this manner. 



Hydrology 

River Indus: Known as Sind/111 ·in Vedic literature, the Indus is the major river in northwestern 
South Asia. Like the Nile in Egypt and the Tigris-Euphrates in Mesopotamia, the Indus provides 
hydrographic·unity for northwest India and Pakistan. This hydrographic unity of the Indus Valley and 
the vast coastline it commands provides part of the potential for the large scdale interaction net
works enjoyed by the Indus Civilisation. It wil� therefore, be appropriate to state that just as Egypt is 
regarded as the "gift of the Nile", Pakistan should be regarded as the "gift of the Indus", especially 
since the Indus flood plain is the result of depositions by the Indus River and its tributaries. 

The indus River begins in the Kailas Glaciers in Tibet and finds its way through Kashmir, Gil
git, and Hazara Kohistan before its first major western tributary, the Kabul River, which drains the 
northeastern Hindu Kush, joins it at Attack. Before that the Indus drains the entire northwestern 
Himalayas. About 20 miles north of D.L Khan District the Indus River meets the combined stream of 
the Tochi and Kurram rivers. Nearly two hundred miles southeast of D.I. Khan, the Indus is joined 
by the combined flow of the five Punjab rivers, that is, the Jhelum, Ravi, Chenab, Beas and Sutlej. 
From that poing onward, it meanders through the flat plain of the lower Punjab and Sind. Southeast 
of Amri, it splits into several channels while negotiating slowly through the marshy swamps of the 
delta before flowing into the Arabian Sea. 

By the time the Indus reaches Chashma Barage, on the northern border of the D.I. Khan, it has 
already traversed over one thousand miles. The magnitude of the annual average flow at Kala Bagh, 
about 100 miles north of D.I. Khan city for the period 1972-75 was a minimum of 7,300 cusecs in 
February-1975, and a maximum of 794,000 cusecs on July 22, 1973 (Wadia 1926). Below Cashma 
Barage, the Indus enters D.I. Khan District and flows at a gradient of 1 to 1.5 feet per mile. The flow 
remains low during much of the fall, winter and .spring. With the snow-melt in the Himalayas and 
Hindu Kush in mid-April the Indus starts rising, reaching its highest level in June. This flow is sus
tained through September due lo July and August monsoons. In October, the river flow drops. In 
D.I. Khan District, the river, at low flow, threads its way through several braided channels, wiLh is
lands, expan�ing through several miles. During high· floods, at high flow, most of these islands arc in
undated. However, some of the older islands have become relatively stable and have prosperous set
tlements supported by agriculture and dairy farming.

Western Tributaries: Of these, the most important one is the Gomal River. The Gomal, or an
cient Gompti, begins nea_r Sawwandi in the Koh Nak Range of southeast Afghanistan (Imperial 
Gazetteer, N.W.F.P. 1908:119-20). Flowing southeast, it. crosses into Pakistan at Domandi where it 
merges with the Kundar River. Continuing southward, it is joined by Wana Toi, or Wana stream, al 
Toi Khula and by the Zhob River, which drains the Zhob Valley of north Baluchistan, at Khajura 
Kach. The Gomal River then enters D.I. Khan District at Kot Murtaza, meanders through the 
western highlands and enters the alluvial plain at Surkamar. In the alluvial plain the river is called the 
Luni. The Gomal is not a big river and only covers a distance of two hundred miles. Its arid catch
ment area has limited water resources and presently the river barely maintains a 200 cusecs feet per 

· seco.nd flow during the winter. By the time it reaches the town of Kulachi, the water volume is al
ready to limited for agricultural use. Gomal River water is entirely committed to irrigation in the
upper piedmont zone and only in high floods does water reach the Indus River 15 to 20 miles below
DJ. Khan.

The other perennial streams, known as. Zams, such as Tank Zam, Zarkani, Daraban, and Chaud
wan, all originate in the Wazirislan Hills and· the Su_leiman Range. Except for Tank Zam, which
receives some snow melt, these Zams are all spring fed. These streams have no significant water
volume, and whetever water is present is committed to irrigation and drinking in the highlands and al
luvial fans. During periods of high flood, these Zams contribute to hill torrents, such .as the Rud
Suheli, Takwara, Mir Sahib,Toa, Gud, Gajistan and Ramak. It is these hill torrents that are used to ir-
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rigate most of the Daman, or upper piedmont plain, through the impounding technique. The lower 
piedmont pl�in is irrigated by sheet flooding. 

Ground Water: Siwalik Group rocks are the source for the elastic debris which makes up the un
consolidated rocks in D.I. Khan District and they are also involved in the District's ground water 
movement. That this permeable bed can receive recharge and transmit water is indicated by its physi
cal character and by the occurrence of springs at favourable locations.in hilly areas. The boulder con
glomerate and· related beds in the western area of the District are relatively permeable and situated 
so that they recharge from both streams and precipitation. The ground water drains down deep 
beneath unconsolidated deposits which also receive recharge by upward leakage from older rocks. 

The largest water -reserve riorth of DJ. Khan District, other than the Indus River, is ground 
water. The principal ground water reserve is the unconsolidated Quarternary age fill, and may in
clude adjacent coarse-grained parts of the Siwalik Group. The upper part of this reservoir is marked 
by a water table below which the fill is saturated to a known depth as1great at 1,500 feet at D.I. Khan 
city. 

In the upland recharge areas, at shallow depths beneath the water table in ·the piedmont plain, 
and in most of the thick sand section adjacent to the Indus River, water in the fill is generally uncon
fined. At greater depth, however, water is confined in permeable beds of sand and gravel beneath 
semi- permeable beds of silt and clay. Where such confined conditions oc;cur, the difference in head 
between the deep and shallow zones generally -is only a few feet,· but in the western piedmont plain, 
head differences of 30 feet or more are found. 

The boulder and gravel beds which <lip beneath the piedmont deposits are cemented, but the 
boulder beds appear to be appreciably permeable. They are thus in a favourable position to receive 
water from rain and strearf r'flow and to transmit that water beneath the fill. The fill adjacent to the 
Siwalik rocks, moreover, is coarse-grained compared to the fill in most of the piedmont area. The 
·samples of water from zones deep in the fill adjacent to the western foothills have a chemical quality
that appears to indicate that the Siwalik rocks are the source.

In DJ. Khan District, water levels are known to fluctuate in response to:" (1) variations in the 
stage of the Indus River; (2) infiltration from rainfall and stream runoff; and (3) discharge by 
evaporation, transpiration, and withdrawal from wells. These fluctuations were observed by means of 
a network of observation wells established in the district. These wells were chosen in both the pied
mont plain and the flood plain. Water level records show that the ground water levels in the Indus 
River lowland below the Paharapar Canal have generally risen since 1934. 

Endnotes 

Discussion on Geology, Hydrology, Geomorphology and Climate etc. is based on: (a) Hemphil 
and Kidwai 1974,. (b) Dichter 1967, (c) personal communications from and discussions with Dr. Said, 
Professor of Geography, Peshawar University, (d) personal communications from and information 
supplied by Mehtab Lo<lhi, Geoniorphologist, Department of Grography, Peshawar University and 
(e) Distt. Gazatteer D.I. Khan 1883-84). ·
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Chapter 2 

EXPLORATIONS AND 

GOMALPLAIN 

Introduction 

EXCAVATIONS 

Major General Sir Alcxanc.lcr Cunningham was the first lo explore the Gomal area. I le ,;isiled 
the Ilinc.lu Shahi fortifications and Kafir Kol temples which arc about GO miles north of D.I. Khan 
city. I le idcnlificc.J these imposing 6th an<l 7th century A.O. monuments as the fort of Raja Till and 
Bilal {35 miles from D.I. Khan), the fort of Raja Bill anc.1 Accra (in Ilannu), and the fort built by 
their thirc.l brother Akil (Cunningham 1882: 26-28). These monuments were declared protected by 
the Archaeological Survey of India anc.1 after 19-t7, Pakistan. These departments were responsible for 
site preservation anc.l conservation, but Jillie actual conservation or documentation has been <lone 
(for inspection reprints, sec Hargreaves 1911-12, and Stein 1922). 

The first proper archaeological survey in Dcrajat was carried out by Sir Aurel Stein (1929:5-20). 
Earlier, I Iargrcavcs, Supcrinlcndcnl of the Northern Circle, had received information about some 
sites in Wazirislan and along the foothills in Dcrajat. Mr. Evelyn I Iowcll, a \\1azirislan resident who 
supplied this information, wanted these mounds lo be studied. Responding lo this communication, 
Stein scl out from D.I. Khan city on January 11, 1927 anc.l reached Daraban the same· evening. There 
he visilcc.l the site of Surkh Dhcri, then turned south lo sec a site al Chaudwan. From Chamlwan he 
rclurncc.l lo Daraban via the foothills and also visited Chicha Dhcri Zarkani, Dabra, and Gumal 
Bazar on the Gomal River. Afterwards he Yisited the sites of Shah Zaman Dhcri, Laki Kol and Kol
Kal near Tank, before proceeding lo Bannu, north Wazirislan and Thal, visiting on this route the 
mounds of ltlak, Drc-Dhcrai an<l Spinwam (for his route sec Dani 1970-71:19-25, Fig. 1). Stein was 
very enthusiastic about examining these sites an<l noted that " ... the barren hill tracts held by \Vaziris 
an<l neighbouring Pathan tribes present a di�Lincl historical interest lo the students of India's 
northwest borc.Jerland" (Stein 1929:2). I lowcvcr, due lo constraints of time and perhaps security, his 
aims were confined lo general survey, or al best, partial probing. 

In 1969, a learn consisting of Farid Khan, Abdur Rehman, Sardar Khan, and led by the author 
conducted a brief reconnaissance in Waziristan, Baluchistan an<l D.1.Khan District. Several sites 
were recorc.Jcc.J near D.I.Khan city which suggested that the occupation of the region ha<l con
sic.Jcrablc antiquity. As a consequence, a major expedition lo the area was mountec.J by the depart
ment of archaeology, Peshawar University, under the c.Jircclion of Dr. A.I I.Dani in 1970: 

Siles c.Jiscovcrcc.J in the 1969 survey include Karam Shah and I latala. Localcc.l about 400 yards of 
the main Kulachi roac.1, Karam Shah is a low mounc.J measuring about 500 by 400 feel. The surface 
pollcry founc.l (sec also Dani 1970-71:23) parallcs that known as Kot-Dijian anc.J mature Harappan. 
However, a few buff ware shcrc.Js have motifs rclatcc.J lo pollcry founc.J in the Quella Valley an<l may 
rcnccl contact with that region. Other ceramics were similar lo those later founc.l in Gumla II (Dani 
1970-71). In general, the Karam Shah rec.I ware pollcry has a pinkish, al times whitish slip, with 
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motifs painted in deep chocolate or black shades. Equally interesting were Harappan type chert 
blades, some 10 inches long (Dani 1970-71), bangles, balls, and stone balls, and lerracottas. 

Hathala, near Karam Shah, was discovered near I lathala village, which is near the junction of 
DJ.Khan-Tank and Hathala-Kulachi roa<l, about one miles west of the road. it is situated in the 
upper basin in semi-arid environment with only scattered bushes and Lana growth. I lowcver, it is 
near A:1..am Nata, presently a flood stream which earlier may have received perennial flow from the 
Gomal Zam. 

The site larger than Karam Shah, measuring 550 by 450 feel. Surface collection were very 
similar lo Karam Shah. However, llalhla was far richer in variety and quality of finds. Gumla 11 type 
pottery was thrown over the Muslim tori1bs in the shallow part of the mound (Dani 1970-7J: Pis. 65 
and 66), along with Quella ware (Pairservis 1956) type pottery. Also found was a fragment of a 
painted compartmented vessel. 

Dani (1970-7J:5�-55) allemptcd excavation here in three areas designated X , Y and Z.

llowcvcr, because of the tombs, the villagers forced the work lo slop. Based on this limited work and 
surface collections, Dani established the following sequence al I lathla (Dani 1970-?J: 56-57). 

1. Pattern ( period) A: Similar lo Gumla VI, or Iron Age, with flexed, open mouth burials.

2. Pattern (period) B: This includes two types of cremations, (a) cremated bones in grave cham
bers, and (b) cremations in urns equivalent lo Gumla V, ranging from Late Bronze, (Posl-llarappan) 
through early lron_Agc. 

3. Pattern (period) c: Similar lo Gumla Ill and IV, that is the "evolved Kot-Dijian" and mature
I larappan periods. · 

4. Pallcrn (period) d: This period was assigned by Dani lo Gumla JI or pre-Kol- Dijian, on the
basis of sherds excavated by modern grave diggers which were strewn above the tombs. 

Dani discovered I lissam Dhcri and l}chman Dhcri, the focus of this dissertation, in 1970. Just 
400 yards apart, these sites arc localed 1� miles north of DJ.Khan city, only one mile southwest of 
the main Frontier highway (Dani 1970-71:28-31). Hissam Dheri, now partially probed, can be at
tributed lo the Mature I larappan period (with a C-14 date of 3720 + B.P.[WIS-1703)) while Reh
man Dhcri belongs lo what is known as the Kot-Dijian. 

Two other protohistoric sites were discovered by Dani(1970-7 J :32) one ( unnamed) about 200 
yards north of Gumla, and the other, Bud-Ki-Dhcr, three miles northeast of I lathla. 

To date, no mature I larappan urban settlement has been discovcrd in the· Gomal plain. IL is pos
sible that the was outside the mainstream of Harappan urbanization in the middle and late half of 
the 3rd millennium B.C. 

Ercavat ions: 

The major focus of Dani's 1970 research in the Gomal plain was the excavation of Gumla. Dani 
established a sequence of six periods al Gumla which arc summarized below. 

Period 1 :·This earlier occupation, some two feet thick, had no pollcry whatsoever, or evidence 
of structures. The only evidence of human occupation was two large pits, dug into vcrgin soil and 
filled with charcoal and ash. These arc termed by Dani as "community ovens" for roasting of un
known material. 1 lowevcr, it is possible that the limited excavation area al Gumla has biased our 
ability to understand this initial occupation. 

Period JI: This pcrio<l has been subdivided by Dani into three phases, Ila, Jib, and Ile. Gumla 
11, like Gumla I, lacked any structural evidence. Rather, Ila, was characterized by two large jars and 
four pits dug into virgin soil. Also found were thick ash and charcoal deposits from a mud hearth and 
an oval oven. While no stratigraphic discontinuities separate period I from period II, sophisticated 
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pottery is present in abundance. This pottery, made with a fine paste on a fasy wheel, was decorated 
with motifs similar to those known from northern Baluchistan and Afghanistan. Also found were 
bronze tools and beads, terracotta huJl}an and animal figurines, bird whistles, cart frames, and 
bangles. Stone pestles, grinders, and pounders were also present. Microblades, other microliths, and 
long, thin chert blades characterize the chipped stone industries of period II. thus, in this occupation 
we find a foll fledged Bronze Age society dated, according to Dani, to 2798 B.C. 

Period III: This period was divided into four phases, Illa, IIIb, III<;, and Illd. However, only 
IIIb and Ille actually represent occupation of this period. It is in this period that the first mud brick 
structures were found at Gumla. This period continued to have fine wheel-thrown and painted ves
sels whij::h, according to Dani, are Kot-Dijian in style arid different from those in Gumla II. Clay and 
semi-precious stone beads occur, as do terracottas. Bangles, with cross sections different from those 
in Gumla II (Dan_i 1970-71:44) are found . Microliths continue, but the long, thin blades of the 
preceding period disapper, to be replaced by true Harappan style parallel-sided blades. Sidescrapers 
are frequ�nt, as are polished bone tools. 

The most significiant change occurs in the terracotta female figurine. According to Dani (1970-
71:45, figure on title page), 

... We no longer find the beautiful human figurines with skillfully modelled buttocks and 
sensuously bent tender legs. Instead we get a mechanically produced lower part of the 
body, flat and bent at right angle. It may be. suggested to be a seated figurine of a 
standing cobra. 

Dani (1970�71:45) further goes on to say that this type may have been developed from extended 
paired leg figurines of Period II, and that "the cultureof period III may therefore be called the Snake 
Worshipper's culture". However, Dani's opinion is hard to accept as it is not explained why the fol
lowers of the snack goddes should project their deity upside down. Further, the Vedic literature on 
which Dani bases his opinion was introduced in subcontinent at least a millennium later than Gumla 
III. 

. . 

Period IV: According to Dani (1970-71:46), Period III ended abruptly, with a destruction layer. 
Period IV has been divided into four phases, IVA-IVD which has only two building phases. The oc
cupation in Period IV was characterized by mud bricks structures and, according to Dani, was the 
most materially complex period at Gumla. 

Twenty beads of jasper, carnellian, agate, paste, and lapis lazuli were found. Among these beads 
were carnellian beads recalling those from Mohenjo-daro. Other beads found in this period were 
disc shaped paste beads and terracotta barrel shaped beads, as well as white paste button. Among a 
large variety of stone objects was a single stone weight similar to those assqciated with the Harappan 
period. Seven bronze-antimony rods were also recovered. 

Terrracotta figurines continued in the same form as in period III. Both short horned and 
humped bull figurines continue, as do terracotta cart frames and wheels, sling balls, missiles, and tri
angular cakes, all of which are similar to Mature Harappan examples. 

Miniature pots not only continued and became more popular in this period. perforated jars, typi
cal of Harappan period, are also introduced in this period. Also, a•stylized pipal leaf design and inter
secting circles of the typical Indus· type occur. The later design, intersecting circle, started in period 
·m but was confined to only two circles cutting each other. The rest of the pottery types found in
period IV represent continuations from earlier periods. Dani interprets the evidence from Gumla IV
to indicate the arrival of mature Harappans in the form of a violent expansion from the Indus plain.

Periof,i V: Material from this period at Gumla is confined to cremation burials of both humans 
and animals. The exposed burials contain objects associated with period VI suggesting these burials 
were intrusive in to the layers of period V, just as the modern Muslim burials are intrusive into the 

16 



early Bronze Age levels. However, a horse leg) bone, a painted terracota example of a saddled 
horse, and certain vessel shapes comprable with those of the 2nd millenium B.C. were also founil 
(Dani 1970-71: Pl.87, No.1, 2, and 4). This led Dani to assign this occupation to a post-Harappan 
phase, comprable with the Gandhara Grave Complex in the north. 

PeriodVI: This period is again represented only by burials. These are flexed, with open mouths, 
similar to those from Serai Khola (Kaleem 1972), and associated with Iron. Age Pottery. Dani com
pares the pottery with that from the surface of Kot Aladad (Dani 1970-71:53) and hence assigns it to 
the Iron Age. 

Thus Dani's work at Gumla is extremely important in terms of understanding the early Bronze 
Age cultural processes in Derajat. Through his excavation and discoveries in the Gomal Plain in the 
seventies, significant evidence {or understanding the Indus Civilization was brought to light. This will 
be cited at relevent places, as we go on with the,scientific analysis of the more comprehensive and 
vital evidence now available from the author's work at Rehman Dheri. 

Rehman Dheri: 

Excavation, Stratigraphy and Periodization 

Discovery 

Rehman Dheri was one of a number of archaeological sites discov�red in 1971 by Dr. A.II. 
Dani, who was then directing the Gumla excavations (Dani 1970-71). It was excavated as a joint 
project by the Department of Archaeology, University of Peshawar and the Department of Archaeol
ogy and Museums, Government of Pakistan, under the direction of the author, between 1976 and 
1980. The site lakes its name from the village of Rehman, 3 miles distant. When steps were being 
taken to protect the site in 1977-78, it was discovered that the greater part of Rehman Dheri 
belonged lo the landlord of Hissam. This village had, however, already lent its name to the site of 
Hissam Dheri, located just 1200 feet north of Rehmap Dheri. Hissam Dheri, which measured 250 
feet east-west by 200 feet north-south, looked to Dani (1970-71:31) like a fortified citadeL He noted 
that the surface collections were slightly different from those of Rehman Dheri, Hathala and Karam 
Shah, but they resembled those from Gumla and Mabra Sharif. These collections included terracotta 
missiles, triangular cakes, sling balls, perforated pottery, Mature Harappan black-on-red pottery, toy 
cart frames, wheels and bangles (Dani 1970-71: Pis. 73, 74a and 74b). Dani was perplexed by the ab
sence of similar artifacts at Rehman Dheri. 

Regarding Rehman Dheri, Dani was impressed by its size, "1700 ft by 1200 ft by 15 ft", and its 
layout, which from aerial photos appeared to be a well designed city roughly rectangular in shape 
(pl.VA). He goes on to say: 

The water channels that have been cut all follow a rigid pattern of parallel lines and it seems 
that these channels follow old lines of street alignment. Apparently the city ruins arc most exciting 
and instructive. Only proper excavations will show whether the pattern follows the same system as is 
seen at Mohenjo-daro (Dani 1970-71:28). 

Surface collections, according to Dani (1970-1971: Pis. 28-30, 69-72), were exactly of the same 
type as those obtained from the Gumla excavations. These have been described and illustrated by 
him. 

Environment 

Rehman Dheri is-located in the lower basin formed by the piedmont flood plain which slopes 
gradually from the Suleiman Range towards the Indus River. The plain. around Rehman Dheri. has a 
sub-tropical, continental arid climate (UNESCO/FAQ 1%9). Owing to low rainfall that averages less 
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than 10 inches a year and a high rate of evaporation, vegetation is sparse and restricted to scattered 
stands of Lana trees and saline bushes. Rehman Dheri is near the Gomal River, one of the major 
perennial rivers which connect!\ this area with southern Afghanistan and has been a route connecting 
the Indus Valley with the Iranian Plateau and Central Asia throughout history. 

The plain surrounding the site is exposed to a great deal of sheet flooding and is irrigated with 
barani daggar methods (see pages 11 ). The soil is thick, clavey and hard and only heavy rains can 
penetrate it. However, the ancient environment of Rehman Dheri was different from that of today 
since it was on' a'n ancient terrace of the meand�ring Indus River, (map I ) like the modern city of 
D.I. Khan. A difference in ancient vegetation is also suggested by the preliminary report of Dr.
MacKean on the RHD polfen profile.

Presently, Rehman Dheri is located twelve miles west of the Indus River in the harsh, arid en
vironment of the Daman or piedmont plain. The ground water table is about 98 feet below the sur
face and one has to dig 20 feet below that for relatively sweet water. The surrounding villages 
depend on rain water· tanks for human (Plate Ia) as well as animal (Plate lb) consumption. The 
recent introduction of tube wells for irrigation, however, has made noticeable differences in the ap
pearance of the area (Plate Illa). This process of microenvironmental change around the site will be 
further accelerated by the Chasma right bank canal that will be passing two miles east of Rehman 
Dheri. 

Recent surveys indicate that at the time Rehman Dheri was occupied, the Indus River was now
ing less than two and one-half miles distant (Durrani 1981a). An old bank of the Indus was reported 
to have been markedly visible at roughly the same alignment as the new right bank canal (see Map I). 
Traces of this high bank are found at intervals from Paharpur in the north down to Bebi and Kath
garh on the border of Dera Ghazi Khan District. This bank, focally termed the Kur, runs for a dis
tance of five or six miles from the edge of the present Kaachi, or about 11 miles northwest of DJ. 
Khan city and less than two miles from Rehman Dheri (District Gazetteer of D.I. Khan 1883- 84:7). 

However, the Indus appears to have been further west (Map I ) than the position suggested 
by the old visible ban�. If this was the case, then the two "Rud Kuhis", once perennial streams on 
either side of Rehman Dheri, the-Mir Sahib Nala and Takwara, the site must have enjoyed the same 
rich Kaachi-like environment as D.I. Khan does today. The Indus probably washed the south
western skirts of the Khisore Range and then, at the point where Paniala Basin begins, turned south 
and took a southeasterly course, passing by Hissam and Rehman Dh'eri, Gumla, and the Harappan 
site of Mabra Sharif. 

Surf ace Observations 

· Rehman Dheri is extremely rich in organic matter. Large kiln areas are visible on the surface,
especially in the southern half. Bones, ash, and charcoal can be easily collected on the surface. 
Beads of various types, especially lapis lazuli, bangles, terracotta cart frames, painted and unpainted 
pottery and bone tools are littered over the surface. Surface collections are especially rich after rains 
along the 'slopes of the mound. 

The layout, as pointed out by Dani(1970-71:28) and Durrani(1981a:199-200) is extremely inter
esting. The site appears from aerial photograph (pl. VA) to have been organized as a rectangle, 
1700 by 1200 feet, with a northwest to southeast orientation. A main street cuts the settlement in two 
equal halves, and side la11es meet the main street from either side dividing it into various blocks. 
Had it not been for the modern destruction, especially in the middle of the eastern side, the site 
would have formed a perfect rectangle. 'Aerial photos also show a possible enclosure wall enclosing 
the whole settlement, complete with towers, or bastions, at regular intervals; these are particularly 
visible on the western side. The aerial pho�ographs also indicate some degree of occupation on the 
south, outside the fortification wall(pl. VI). 
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Excavations 

Lay out: Since Rehman Dheri had an unusually level surface on the top of the mound a grid sys
tem was employed, to guide the excavations. The entire site was enclosed in a large rectangle, 
divided into 100 by 100 foot squares, with the base line established at the north end of the main 
street (Figure A). Ail square designations south of the base line were given a capital letter and the 
number of zero, therefore the first line of squares would be AO, BO, CO, DO, etc. Squares north of 
the base line were designated with a capital letter, and a small letter and a number, i.e., AaO, BbO, 
CcO and so on. The trenches began from west to east, so that the first trench along the base line 
from the west would be Ao to the south and AaO to the north and the designation at the eastern 
trench would be MO to the south and MmO to the north. These 100 squares were given Roman 
numerals so that after. the O line, they would· be noted as AI, All and so on to the south and AaI, 
AaII and so on to the north. 

The 100 foot squares were further subdivided into 20 foot squares for actual operationsi There
fore, each large square was divided into twenty-five 20 by 20 foot trenches, each separated by balks 
three feet in width. These small squares were designated with Arabic numerals, so that they will be 
noted as A0/1, 2, 3, etc. to the south of the base line, and Aa0/1, 2 and 3 etc. on the northern side of 
the base line 

The two main seasons, 1976 and 1977, lasted from 15 February to 30 April. The subseq11ent 
seasons, 1978, 1979 and 1980 were confined to limited fieldwork, checking on certain points related 
to previous work, and facilitating student training. 

Excavation Goals 

The primary goals in excavating Rehman Dheri were: 

• 1. To expose a complete cultural stratigraphy of Rehman Dheri to determine the main
phases of occupation and, hopefully, the related cultural processes as evidenced in the
material culture.

• 2. To acquire suitable charcoal samples from different.occupational levels to develop an ade
quate chronological framework for establishing a regional sequence. This would enlighten
current ideas about the relative chronologies based on the comparative study of ceramics
and other artifacts.

• 3. To establish the existence of a possible fortification wall indicated in the aerial
photograph and relate the history of the wall with the occupations inside the wall.

• 4. To examine limited areas, south and north of the main street, and establish any diversity
or homogeneity of cultural developme_�t in the two parts of the settlement.

• 5. To determine the existence and size of the main street.

• 6. To collect botanical and fauna! remains that would have some bearing on the economy
and ecology of Rehman Dheri through time.

In order to accomplish these objectives a substantive trench was excavated from the highest 
point of the mound, in the southwest, to the mound's edge. This excavation unit; designated A, con
sisted of two rows of five grid units: BIV/4, BIV/9. BIV/14, BIV/19, BIV/24 and BIV/5, BIV/10, 
BIV/15, BIV/20 and BIV/25 (pl. VIIA). The last two trenches, BIV/24 and BIV/25, covered the loca
tion of the possible fortification wall. 

Unit B consisted of four trenches, EII/21-22 and ElII/1- 2, (pl. VIIIA) which were also on the 
highest points of the mound, in the southern half of the settlement. Unit C had 4 trenches, FITV/16-
17 and FfIV/21-22 located on a high point in the northern half of the settlement. Unit D had five 
squares, Ff0/3, 8, 13, 18 and 23, which were laid across the main street. 
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Unit D (Main Street) was excavated only briefly in 1977 when winter rain forced a work stop
page after only one foot of soil had been removed. Furthermore, since all water drains empty into the 
main street, no work had been possible in this unit· during subsequent seasons. However, in phase II 
of the project (1988-92), one goal will be to uncover the community pattern through horizontal ex
cavations. Work will hopefully be resumed on Unit D at this time. The 1977 excavations revealed that 
the main street had been 35 feet wide (pl. XX). Since it was excavated to a limited depth, an es
timated accumulation of -about 10 feet still remains to be cleared before the virgin soil is reached. 
When excavated this will establish the relationship between the main street and early occupational 
phases.' Excavated structures immediately ne,ct to the main street were small cubical rooms, 10 by 12 
feet or 10 by 8 feet, containing bangles, beads, skin rubbers, amulets, and beads of lapis lazuli. Also, 
in two cubical roqins, 11 inch wide clay benches were found along the walls. They may have been 
shops, a possibility which can only be evaluated after they are more completely excavated. Even the 
top level of soil yielded many belfds;-especially micro-bea�s, in this unit. 

The large Unit A excavation is the major source of the information on the stratigraphy, struc
tures and material remains from Rehman Dheri. The other two units, B arid C, provide complemen
tary evidence and do not differ" except in very minor details which will be referred to at appropriate 
places. 

Unit A (as noted earlier) consisted of ten trenches, 20 by 20 feet in the main 100 square (BIV) 
i.e., BIV/4, 9, 14, 19 and 24 and BIV/5, 10, 15, 20 and 25. Of these, seven trenches, BIV/4, 9, 14, 19
and 24 and BIV/20 and 25 were excavated to virgin soil (see. pis. VIIIAB to XIIA). The rest, i.e.,
BIV/5, 10 and 15 were excavated only to layer 7. Half of the trenches in Unit B were excavated to vir
gin soil (pl. VIIIA). Excavations were halted after layer 5 in the remaining half in order to preserve
the structures of the cubical rooms and oval shaped twin hole furnaces or hearths and circular ovens
built of half baked clay. Of the trenches in Unit C, only FflV/17 and part of FflV/22 were excavated
to sterile soil (15 feet of the northern half of FflV/22 was not completely excavated since a mud brick
house stood over a compact hard clay platform in this area; see Plate (pl. XVA).

Stratigraphy and Oescription of Layers 

Our main reference section is the western side of the balk between the two lines of trenches in 
Unit A, trenches BIV/4 to 24 and BIV/5 to 25 (Profiles I and II; Figures B and C; pis. X to XIIIB). 
Wherever needed, reference will be made to the eastern side of the balk facing trenches BIV/5 to 25 
and profiles from trenches EIII/21 and 22 (Unit B) and trenches FfIV/17 and 22 (Unit C). 

Virgin Soil 

Virgin soil varies in color and nature from the northern half to the southern half of the mound. 
In the northern half, it is relatively less hard, whitish-grey in color, and mixed with clay and sand. In 
the south, it is a very compact, hard, yellow clay. 

Layer 20 (Profile I; Figure B - from the bottom, left to right): 

Layer 20 is represented by compact yellowish clay in trench BIV /4 before it meets a long 
brick/clay slab structure in the southern half of that trench. In the next trench, BIV/9, this continues 
as hard, compact, yellowish clay with a grinding stone in the southern end. In the beginning of 
BIV/14, it has patches of charcoal and ashes associated with the first grain silo, measuring 4.5 feet in 
diameter (pl.X). In BIV/19, it continues as a similar compact clay with ash and charcoal streaks on 
either side of a silo measu�ing 3.8 feet in diameter. In the next trench, BIV/24, Layer 20 continues 
with a compact yellowish clay and has a third grain silo, 2.4 feet in diameter, associated with thick, 
burnt charcoal from the thatched roof (pl. XXI). South of the silo, the ash and charcoal continue 
right up to the possible Period I enclosure wall. 
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Layer 19 

The succeeding layer 19 is relatively thinner except in the middle of the trench, BIV/9. It starts 
off as grey, hard, and ashy, with patches of charcoal, and continues in the same form in trench BIV/9, 
but in the middle, where it becomes thicker it contains patches of clay and charcoal bits. The thick 
part ends in a pit, excavated into it from layer 18, with loose ash, clay and charcoal fill. After this 
point, the layer is cut into by a platform of thick, compacted clay from layer 17. After that, it 
proceeds as a hard grey soil which is extremely thin until the beginning of square BIV/14. 
Throughout BIV/14, it is represented by a slightly compact grey clay with small spots of charcoal 
here and there as if it were a structure of some kind. The slightly compact layer 19 from BIV/14 con
tinues to be represented by hard grey soil in trench BIV/19 with stains of ash, charcoal and burnt 
clay. In the middle of this trench we have a brick/clay slab structure, associated with a floor level 
that extends north of it. South of this structure we see a grinding stone and fragments of an oven. In

trench BIV/24, layer 19 is represented by the same hard grey soil with patches of charcoal and burn
ing until it strikes the structure of layer 17, intruding and culling through layers 19 and 18 in the 
southern end of the trench. 

Layer 18 

The succeeding layer 18 is represented by loose greyish soil with charcoal and ash in trench 
BIV/4 with a thin, 5 lo 7 inch, floor level (18A) indicated by ashy patches, hearth fragments, and part 
of an oven. In the south end of the trench is a brick /clay slab structure. The layer continues lo be 
loose and ashy with charcoal patches until the northern half of trench BIV/9 and then it is inter
rupted by a large pit which merges into the compact platform of layer 17. It reappears at the begin
ning of trench BIV/19 where it continues with slightly loose ashy soil and patches of charcoal until 
the end of BIV/24. 

Layer 17 

This layer is represented throughout by compact white clay. In places such as the northern half 
of BIV/14, there is a grinding stone and patches of charcoal and red burnt clay. Most of BIV/9 is 
covered by a floor level that starts in the south end of BIV /4, intervening between layers 17 and 18. 
In the southern end of BIV/14, is a brick/clay slab wall, about 3 feet wide, that extends int� the suc
ceeding.layers of IB (16-12). South of this structure is a grain silo 2.75 feel in diameter. Towards the 
end of BIV/24, it cuts into the southern end of the preceding layers. One has the impression that this 
was a vast platform, sealing the preceding occupation on the site, a common phenomenon of sites on 
alluival plains, e.g., Mohenjo-daro and Shahr-i-Sokhta (personal communication, Jansen and Tosi). 
Moreover, in the Gomal today, villages are always built over raised platforms of rammed earth and 
when one platform becomes unstable because of rain erosion and human activities, it is leveled by 
laying another platform over it. Further, in the Gomal, especially in the lower basin around Rehman 
Dheri, raising the level above the plain becomes necessary in view of the sheet flooding to which the 
a_r:ea is exposed. 

Layer 16 

This layer extends from BIV/4 to the end of BIV/14 and docs not continue in the last two 
trenches. · It starts off as a hard white layer with patches of ash and charcoal which continues until 
the southern half of BIV/4. Here it turns into a loose grey soil with ash and continues in this form in 
BIV/9, with a large block of burnt red ash with thick charcoal, perhaps the fallen debris of a burnt 
roof, in the southern half of the trench. In the following trench, BIV/14, it is represented by hard 
grey soil with a heavily burnt pocket of red patches and stains of charcoal which may be a part of the 
same burning activities seen in the preceding trench. Towards the end of the trench, it is blocked by 
the structure that cuts through layers 17-14. 
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Layer 15 

Layer 15 starts in trench BIV/4 as a disturbed grey, ashy, and loose soil with a patch of charcoal 
and red burnt stains. It continues as such throughout until it ends in the southern half of trench 
BIV/14, where it is blocked by a packed mud structure and then the same brick/clay slab structure 
which extends from the two preceding through into the succeeding layers. In the middle of trench 
BIV/9, it is cut by the foundation of a wide structure of brick-like clay slabs. 

Layer 14-

This layer extends into BIV/4 as a hard grey clay and continues as such in the northern half of 
the next trench (BIV/9). It is eventually blocked by the brick/clay slab structure in the middle of 
BIV/9. South of this structure it continues as a relatively hard grey soil with whitish clay, ash and 
charcoal stains. In the end of trench BIV/14 it is blocked by the same structure which interrupts the 
preceding layers. S�uth of this structure, in the beginning of trench BIV/19, it is represented by rela
tively loose grey soil with patches of charcoal and clay until it reaches the possible enclosure wall of 
the settlement. 

Layer 13 

Layer 13 is a very short layer with white hard and compact soil and spots of charcoal. It ex
tends fo the middle of trench BIV/4 only and terminates at a pit containing ash, charcoal and loose 
soil. 

Layer 12 

Layer 12 seems to be another platform type structure, laid to level the ground for construction 
of this. and subsequent layers, and scaling, like layer 17, all the preceding layers. It starts out as a 
white compact clay except for the northern corner of the trench where it is covered by a pit from 
layer 11. It continu.es to be hard and compact throughout trench BIV/4 and half of the next trench, 
where it has occasional patches of red burnt material until it is blocked by the brick-like slab struc
ture in BIV/9. South of this structure, it continues as a hard, compact clay but has patches of char
coal, most probably because of llA, a floor level in 11. In the ncx1 trench, BIV/14, it is compact with 
spots of concentrated burnt material. In trench BIV/19, it continues lo be hard and compact. with len
ses of ash and charcoal. It is hard and compact in the last trench until the end, but it is intruded by a 
pit from layer 11. It continues overlying the enclosure wall of the earlier periods. 

Layer 11 

This layer starts as a loose grey soil in the northern half of trench BIV/4, where there is a trash 
pit, but it becomes hard grey c;lay in the southern end of the trench. It continues as such with short 
stains of ash.and potsherds in BIV/9 where it meets with the brick/ clay slab structure. South of this 
structure it underlies a packed mud structure and overlies a floor level {llA), and is again a hard 
grey soil with bits of charcoal and potsherds, until the northern end of BIV/14. Herc it contacts the 
foundation of a massive packed mud structure that occupies most of BIV/14 and is associated with 
layers 10-7. South of that foundation, in BIV/14, it underlies the structure and has thick stains of 
charcoal, ash and red burnt clay in the southern end of the trench. Its continues as hard grey soil, en
ding in· the north�rn half of BIV/24 at a pit full of charcoal, ash, and bits of potsherds that cuts into 
layer 12. 

Layer 10 

Layer 10 is represented by a compact white clay in the northern half of BIV/4 and then con
tinues as a hard white clay until the beginning of BIV/9. From there onward it turns into a loose grey 
soil, with a small trash pit and a storage jar overlying a short floor level, until it meets the packed 
mud structure. It reappears briefly as a loose grey soil, just before BIV/14 and is then interrupted by 
the massive packed mud structure. South of this it continues again in loose grey form until it ter
minates in the northern half of BIV/24. 
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Layer9 

Layer 9 extends only to the middle of BIV/4, as a hard white clay, before merging into layer 8, 
most of it being robbed by a thick floor level of the succeeding layer (SA). It reappears briefly be
tween the two packed mud structures (in trenches no. BIV/9 and 14) as a white, hard clay. It 
proceeds in the same manner from south of the massive structure of BIV/14, with spots of charcoal 
and red stains, before turning into a thin layer in the southern half of trench BIV/19 and terminating 
in the beginning of BIV/24. 

Layer 8 

This layer starts off as compact white clay, along with ashy and charcoal stains. In the northern 
half of trench BIV/4 it overlies its floor SA, with loose grey ash and charcoal deposits. It continues 
as a compact white clay until it strikes a pit with grey, ashy deposits that separates it from the mas
sive mud structure in trench BIV/14. This pit may be a continuation of a pit found in layer 7. South 
of the structure, it continues to be whitish, compact and platform-like in BIV/19. However, in the 
end of that trench and in BIV/24, where it becomes the top layer, at the edge of the steep slope, it 
turns into a loose grey soil, with bones and potsherds, most probably owing to the erosion and deposi
tion of intrusive material from the top. Except for this last episode, layer 8 seems to represent 
another episode of platform building or leveling, separating the occupation layers of RHO II from 
RHO III. 

Layer7 

Layer 7 is represented by hard whitish clay, but is mixed with patches of loose grey soil, full of 
charcoal and potsherds in BIV/4, and continues as hard whitish clay with stains of greyish ash and 
charcoal in BIV/9 until it strikes a trash pit full of loose grey ash, clay, potsherds and charcoal. This 
pit separates layer 7, like layer 8, from the massive structure in BIV/14. After that, it resumes briefly 
as a loose grey soil, with a floor, 7A, before it is interrupted by a trash pit from top soil. In the next 
trench, BIV/19, it becomes the top layer, with loose grey soil containing bits of charcoal and pot
sherds etc., terminating shortly before BIV/24. The loose soil was full of mixed matter, eroded from 
the top. 

Layer 6 

This layer starts off as a hard greenish-grey soil with concentrated spots of charcoal, until it 
ends in a pit full of loose ash, charcoal, and potsherds in the southern half of BIV/14. This layer ap
pears to represent another episode of platform building and leveling activities by RHD IIIB people. 

Layer S 

Layer 5 is represented by hard grey clay, which has ash and charcoal patches in trench BIV/4 
and continues· in the same manner, with patches of red, burnt soil, before terminating at the very 
beginning of BIV/14. 

Layer 4 

Layer 4 is represented by loose greyish, ashy soil with a heavy concentration of potsherds and 
charcoal in trench BIV/4 and continues as such, but without potsherds and with patches of clay in 
BIV/9, until it meets a brick-like slab wall and terminates shortly thereafter. 

Layer 3 

This layer starts as hard whitish clay with occasional potsherds and continues as such to the mid
dle of BIV/4 before meeting a brick/clay slab wall that extends through the rest of the trench. It 
begins in the same manner for a few feet in BIV/9 before turning into a thick charcoal and burnt 
deposit, as if from burnt debris of a fallen roof. After that, it resumes in the south�rn half of BIV/9 
as a loose grey soil, for it becomes the lop layer and proceeds in this manner, interrupted by a 
brick/clay slab wall. South of that point, it continues as a loose grey soil with patches o� whitish clay 



and potsherds. Here it is the top layer and owing to the steep nature of the slope after BIV/9, it is 
subject to erosion. It has a big pit in the southern half of BIV/14, full of loose debris, ash and pot
sherds and terminates in the beginning of BIV/19. 

Layer 2: Layer 2 is a hard grey soil and extends from BIIl/25 for only a few feet in BIV/4 and 
then terminates. 

Layer 1: The top layer, 1, consisting of thick, charcoal, reddish burnt deposits, perhaps from a 
burnt, collapsed roof, extends only to the middle of BIV/� and then terminates. 

Description of Layers: Western Section of Trenches BIV/20 and 25 (Profile II; Figure C - right 
Lo left) 

The section facing trenches BIV/20 and BIV/25 (see Profile II; Figure C; pis. XIIB to XIVA) is 
another reference index for the stratigraphy of Rehman Dheri. Its layers differ only slightly in nature 
and content from those facing BIV/4-24 on the western.side of the balk. The occupation phases in 
these two trenches, BIV/20 and 25, are parallel to those exhibited in BIV/19 and 24. With a little 
readjustment in the numbers, the contemporaneity of these layers and the occupation phases can easi
ly be established. Layers in these two trenches vary slightly. for most of BIV/25 which is occupied by 
the room that is separated from the layers accumulated in BIV/20 by the structure running east-west 
which blocks these layers. 

Layer 12 

Starting from right to left, the bottom of trench BIV /20, layer 12 is a hard grey clay with oc
casional ashy streaks, overlying virgin soil. After the unexcavated block near the northern corner of 
the trench, it continues in the same manner until it is met by the unexcavated block underlying the 
structure, just after the beginning of BIV/25, that cuts across, east to west. South of the structure, it 
becomes whitish compact and it becomes structure-like until it meets the possible enclosure wall. 
Between the two structures, it overlies a thick ashy layer, as if representing deposits from the oven 
which is hidden under a 3 foot wide balk, or possibly the burnt thatch roof of the grain silo in trench 
BIV/24. 

Layer 11: This is a short layer terminating just after the unexcavated block. It is loose grey soil 
with patches of thick charcoal and ash. 

_Layer 10 

Layer 10 is a hard greyish clay found on either side of the unexcavated block, with occasional 
patches of ash and charcoal. In the middle of trench BIV/20, a brick-shaped slab wall, 1.75 feet wide, 
starts in layer 10 and extends into the overlying layer 9. In trench BIV/25 South of the unexcavated 
block and packed mud structure, layer 10 becomes a narrow, hard, burnt clay just as if it is a floor 
level of the overlying structure (layer 9). 

Layer 9

. It starts off as a thin, compact white clay like 17 in the main section facing west, sealing the un
derlying byers. Its floor level at the unexcavated block had a red jar filled with a yellow powder used 
as a paste in forming panels for some of the motifs drawn on the pottery. South of the block, the 
layer becomes thicker and is interrupted by the wall already noted in layer 10. It continues as a hard, 
compact layer on both sides of the unexcavated block underlying the structure in the northern end of 
BIV/25. South of the structure, it meets the clay slab wall and a small pit that separates that wall 
from the possible enclosure wall. Also, the wall noted above gives indications of heavy burning. 

Layers 

This layer starts off, like 16 of the main section, as hard white clay with patches of charcoal. It is 
a thick layer, showing occasional burning and reddish clay throughout trench BIV/20. In the northern 
end of trench BIV/25 it is interrupted by a packed mud wall. South of this it continues as a hard 
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white clay wall, before it is blocked by a structure that is of heavily burnt, reddish-black brick-like 
clay slabs, a continuation of the wall in the preceding layer. South of the structure it is _interrupted by 
a trash pit (that continues from the preceding layer) before meeting the possible enclosure wall. 

Layer 7 

Layer 7, like layer 14 of the main section, is represented by loose grey soil, with charcoal and 
ash patches and occasional potsherds. South of the packed mud wall above the structure, in the 
northern end of BIV /25, it is a thick ashy layer with bits of charcoal and reddish clay stains. It sags 
in the middle and is interrupted by the trash pit from layer 6. It appears to be a burnt roof, overlying 
the burnt wall of layer 8. 

Layer6 

Layer 6, like 12 of the main section, is a compact white clay and seems to be another platform
like structure, indicating leveling activity by the people of RHO II, sealing the preceding layers. It be
comes very thick in BIV/25, its top being very close to the overlying layer 1, 7 of the western section, 
which is full of mixed materials due lo the erosion from the top. It passes over the enclosure wall 
(like layer 12 of the western section) having a big trash pit overlying the wall. 

Layer 5 

Like layer 11 of the main section, this layer is a loose grey soil with thick charcoal and ash stains 
which terminates just at the end of trench BIV/20. 

Layer 4 

Layer 4 is hard grey clay with ash, charcoal, and pottery bits. It only extends for some 7 feet, 
terminating before the middle of BIV/20. 

Layer3 

Layer 3 is a hard white clay, with patches of red stains, ash and charcoal, which terminates 
within the first few feet of BIV/25. 

Layer 2 

Layer 2, like 8 of the main section, is a hard, white, compact, platform-like deposit which seems 
Lo represent another leveling effort by RHO IIIA people, sealing the preceding occupation layers. 
Just before the southern end of BIV/20, layer 2 terminates, probably owing to severe erosion from 
the Lop. 

Layer 1 

Layer 1, like 7 of the main section, is full of mixed material, is greyish in color, and contains lots 
of pit-like charcoal and potsherds. 

Architectural Remains : Some General Feature 

Introduction 

In the work completed lo date, architectural remains of the last phase, RHO III, have been ex
posed in six trenches in Unit A, i.e., BIV/4, 5, 9, 10, 14 and 15 (Figure H); in four trenches in Unit B, 
i.e., EIII/21 and 22 and EIV/1 an<l 2; an<l in four trenches in Unit C, i.e., FfiV/16 and 17, 21 and 22.

Architectural remains of the intermediate pe,;-iod, RHO II, have been exposed in seven trenches 
in Unit A, i.e., BIV/4, 9, 14, 19, 20, 24 and 25 (Figure G). In trench no. 25, RHO II remains were con
fined to the northern half of L_he trench, for they were eroded in the lower half. In an area covering· 
10 by 40 feet in Unit C, half of FfiV/17 and 22, and an area of the same size in Unit B, half of 
EIIl/21 and EIV/1, architectural features were exposed. Architectural remains of the earliest phase, 
RHO I, were exposed in seven trenches in Unit A, i.e., BIV/4, 9, 14, 19, 20, 24 & 25 (Figures E & F). 
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It may be noted that the last four trenches along the slope in Unit A, i.e., BIV/19, 20, 24 and 25 
had no remains of the last phase for these were completely eroded. Although data are limited, some 
general features of Rehman Dheri architecture may be discussed here. 

Choice of Materials 

The buildings exposed indicate that the major construction material at Rehman Dheri was mud. 
Buildings were built with packed mud, or clay slabs and clay blocks(pl. IIB). Clay slabs and blocks 
were obtained from dry beds of rain water ponds (pl. IIA), flood torrents or streams. Current modes 
of construction in this area reveal a continuity in construction methods. Modern slabs show a rough 
and coarse grey surface on the upper part and a very fine smooth creamy brownish, or white,· clayey 
surface on the lower surface. Today, as in the past, these slabs are dressed and used in the construc
tion of village houses. Personal observations indicate that such buildings are very solid but they arc 
unable to withstand heavy weight when wet and exposed to deliberate pressure. 

At Rehman Dheri two.forms of this building material were used, (a) brick-shaped slabs of ir
regular size (Plate XIVb), and (b) blocks (Plate XIVa). The latter mostly went into the main 
enclosure wall. 

Use of Timber in the Roofs 

From the burnt debris and beams (Plate XIIIB), it is evident that timber was used in the roofs. 
A detailed examination of the wood employed has not been completed, but from the very preliminary 
observations made, most examples are of the types growing today in gallery forests of the.Indus River 
and its tributaries such as sissoo (shisham), Zizyphus jujubus (Bers) and Populus euphratics (Bahan). 
Besides these trees some small semi-desert tree species common in the basin were also employed in 
the roofs, along with extensive use of swamp reeds. 

The City Wall 

Since the earliest occupation, except for the extension outside the city in the south, the entire 
habitation area of Rehman Dheri was enclosed by a massive wall. This wall has now been exposed 
from the IB phase, in the south-west excavation Unit A, trenches BIV/24 and 25. Unfortunately, the 
wall did not survive in the intermediate, RHD II, and last occupation, RHD III, due to erosion. The 
last two trenches of Unit A, BIV/24 and 25, which oppose this wall, are on the very edge of the slope, 
and therefore, exposed to severe erosion. 

This enclosure wall is four feet wide but sits on a six foot wide foundation or support .wall raised 
two feet. above and penetrating more than a foot into virgin �oil. It is built of dressed blocks(Plate 
XIVa) made froiµ clay slabs (Plate Ilb). Besides BIV/24 and 25, this wall has so far been traced in 
three other trenches around the site but is best preserved in Unit A. 

For convenience of reference, major structures extending from the city wall, north to south, will 
be assigned capital letters. Structures drawn parallel t_o the main city wall and perpendicular to the 
sub-wal!_s will be assigned Roman letters.

There does not seem to be any significant change in the architecture through different phases, 
e�cept that the room plans do alter from one to another level. This is expected of a settlement with 
mud houses on the alluvial plains. Personal observations in contemporary villages of the area have 
revealed that house plans are sometimes altered within a generation due to the unstable nature of the 
building material and soil. In some cases, walls are retained from preceding buildings and new walls 
are built above them. In other cases the outlines of the old walls are modified. These phenomena are 
all evidenced in Rehman Dheri architecture. 

26 



Periodization 

RIID IA (ca.3340-3100 B.C.): 

Radiocarbon dates (Figure D) indicate that sometime between 3400- 3300 B.C., the earliest set
tlement at Rehman Dheri was established. The environment of Rehman Dheri at that time was 
similar to that of DJ. Khan City today. The Indus River (See Map I) was probably flowing in the im
mediate vicinity and Mir Sahib and Takwara Nalas which flank the site were perhaps perennial 
streams. Botanical and architectural evidence, the silos, suggest that agriculture was the economic 
base of Rehman Dheri, and trade further added to its prosperity. 

a. Architectural Features: Stratigraphically the first occupation at Rehman Dheri consists of
layers 20, 19 and 18. The first occupation indicates that this initial agricultural community contained 
structures of packed mud, �rick-shaped clay slabs and dressed clay blocks. 

The area excavated provides evidence for the remains of several rooms belonging to the original 
settlement, layer 20. The last four trenches of Unit A, BIV/19, 20, 24 and 25, exposed the plan of two 
complete and part of adjoining rooms and the main city wall (Fig. E). In the absence of horizontal ex
cavations it is difficult to determine the number of rooms in each house unit. In this 40 by 40 foot 
area then, we would probably have a few rooms and probably at least one, or even two house units. 

Walls A and B arc perpendicular to the city wall and run north- south; walls I, II, III and IV, 
running parellel to the city wall, enclose the house units. The room with grain silo No. 1 (1/20), which 
yielded the earliest seal, the unique fish bowls and other interesting finds, appears to have been an 
important room of the house. While the enclosure wall (Plate XIIb) is built of large dressed clay 
blocks, the room's western wall is of packed mud and long, rectangular, brick-shaped clay slabs, and 
its northern and eastern walls are of packed mud. 

In the middle of this room is a circular grain silo with walls of packed mud and 2 inches thick 
clay plaster, having a diameter of 2 feet 5 inches. A larger silo or similar shape exists in room no. 2 
with a diameter of 4 feet 5 inches. The largest silo. in RHO is in R7 with a 4 feet 6 inch diameter. 
The fill in these structures consisted of burnt chaff, starw, thatch and clay from the fallen roof and 
charred grains which are now being studied at the Institute of Archaeology, London. Similar wheal 
bins can still be found in the villages of D.I. Khan today. 

Other architectural features· of RHO I include circular ovens, all constructed with half-baked 
clay and measuring over 1 foot in diameter. Also present are rectangular hearths, which arc made of 
half-baked clay, an� open on one side and have average dimensions o( 14 by 7 by 6 inches. These 
were undoubtedly used for domestic cooking as modern villagers do presently. Additionally, there 
arc larger fireplaces, rectangular in shape and made of unbaked clay, which could have been used for 
heating as well as cooking as in modern villages. Both fireplaces have a rectangular central fire pit 
around which runs a wide channel. It is suggested that while the central pit was used as a fire pit, the 
channel around it was perhaps used for resting small vessels connected with the consuption of food. 

In layers 19 and 18 of RHO IA, there does not appear to be any alternation in the major struc
tures, i.e, the enclosure wall, walls A and B. However, the outlines of walls running parallel to the 
city wall, i.e., I, II, etc., were slightly modified. Two grain silos of layer 19, Sl/19 and S2/19, and one 
belonging to layer 18 have been recorded. 

b. Ceramics: Except for a few handmade vessels, the earliest settlers at Rehman Dheri used
pottery made on a fast wheel. It was predominantly red or red-buff ware, although a few specimens 
of buff were occur. In vessel types, the Blc, carinated bowls, dominated. Most of these were painted 
with complex geometric, floral, and zoomorphic motifs and were of a fine, thin fabric. One Bib bowl 
was in a fine red burnished ware. Other vessels include jars of types AI/Ilal and 2. One spherical jar 
was painted with a pipal leaf showing a double eye motif (Figure XXIV, No. 6). Bowls of types BIJ, 
Biil, and BIVa were also noted. 
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c. Plant Remains: There is evidence of grain, in charred form, predominantly wheat, bul also
barley, from lhe grain silos. This, along wilh lhc evidence of lhc silos lhcmsclves, lhrows some lighl 
on lhe technology of processing, storing and milling of agricultural products of lhc time and on lhc 
organisation of the agrarian economy. From lhc very preliminary observation of the grain seeds (per
sonal communication, Dr. K. Thomas, Institute of Archaeology, London) it is evident that lhc grain 
was processed out of the rachis on lhc sit.e, possibly in the houses, stored in private grain silos, and 
milled in houses on stone grinders. 

d. Faunal Remains: Buffalo, calllc, sheep, goat, and fish bones recovered from RI-ID IA con
texts suggest that subsistence was supplemented wilh dairy products and protein oblaine<l from lhcsc 
animals. Faunal remains are. presently undergoing analysis. 

RIID IB (ca. 3100-2850 B.C.): 

a. Architectural Features: This phase is confined lo layers 17, 16, 15 and 14 and the shorl layer
13 which only extends lo the middle of lrcnch BIV/4 and lhcn terminates. The aulhors of layer 17 
somclimes around 3100 B.C. laid a lhick clay plalform over the lhrcc preceding layers lo provide a 
solid and level base for their buildings, scaling lhc lower layers. 

The enclosure wall of lhc cily was still retained on lhc soulh side, as were walls A and B. 
However, some changes in the alignments of .walls nos. I, II, III and IV were maintained. Also, new 
sub-walls were laid against Wall A and B and rooms with diffcrcnl alighmcnls were built (Figure F). 
As in the preceding phase, the rooms seem lo be rcclangular. Olhcr archileclural fcalurcs included 
similar grain silos, circular bread ovens and a rcclangular domcslic hearlh. In lhc area cxcavalcd lhus 
far, the rectangular fireplaces seen in RHO IA arc absent. 

b. Ceramics: Carinatc<l bowls, lype Blc in parlicular, conlinuc<l lo dominate and painlc<l molifs
increased in diversity and complexity. Molifs such as the "Rehman Dhcri fish", found in lhc preced
ing phase, increased in number and variety. Among gcomclric designs, the swaslika made ils firsl ap
pearance. One comparlmcnlcd box was recovered. Kot-Dijian type jars increased in number and 
tradilional Kot-Diji - Solhi ceramic characlcrislics appeared for lhc first lime. Semi - and quadris
pherical bowls found in RHD I continued. Some polychrome ovoid jars comparable wilh norlh 
Baluchi types made their appearance, as <lid typical Kol-Dijian types, such as almost rimless and 
nccklcss ovoid jars with zoomorphic motifs. Among grooved ware AT/IlaSi and 8ii jars, the later 
AI/Ila8ii type, with wavy grooved lines, dominated. 

c. Seal: A most important discovery in IB was a unique ivory sc·a1 lhal ·measuring 3 by 2.7 by .02
ems (Plates XVIIIa & b; XIX). lls fine carving displays an extraordinary craflsmanship. On one side 
arc depicted two mountain goals with wavy horns and 1, T and arrow symbols. On lhe olhcr side arc 
carved two scorpions, flanking a frog and a T symbol. The most important aspect of lhis seal is lhc 
conlinuity of ideas from Proto - or Early Harappan lo the Malurc Harappan period. Although none 
of lhe animals shown on this seal is among lhosc frequently shown on lhc Harappan seals, lhc very 
idea of a squarish seal combining animal molifs wilh symbols, similar lo some included in Harappan 
writing, suggests a conlinuily in terms of ideas rclalcd lo the seal produclion in the Indus Valley. 
Tpropose that this seal be lrcalc<l as a proto- ·Harappan seal. The seal shows indicalions lhal il was 
polished and perhaps painlcd in black over lhc carved porlion. 

d. Plant Remains: Charred wheat and barley conlinucd lo be the main cereals recovered from
the grain silos. 

e. Faunal Remains: Bones of caltlc, sheep, fish and perhaps fowl and various other birds of dif
ferent sizes were included in lhc fauna! remains. 

RIID II (2850-2500 B.C.) 

a: Architectural Features:· Layer 12 represents a period of plalform building and leveling ac
tivily which seals all lower layers and dates roughly to lhc early half of lhc 3rd millennium B.C. Un
fortunately clear slruclural evidence in lhc soulhcrn half of lhc cnd lrcnchcs, BIV/24 and 25, has nol 
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survived due to erosion, but some reconstruction is possible. The enclosure wall in this period has 
not survived but must have been retained. The construction methods of this period do not show any 
change from the preceding levels. It looks as if wall A of RHO IA and IB was not retained at the 
same alignment. Instead another wall (see Figure G) was laid perpendicular to the main enclosure 
wall which has since_ been eroded away. Similarly, walls A and B were .laid perpendicular to the 
enclosure wall at different points than those of the preceding period. Rooms continued to be rectan
gular and built of clay slabs or packed mud. 

Features representing domestic activities continued to be rectangular hearths, open from one 
side, and circular ovens. However, we find that instead of storing grains in the silos, large storage jars 
were frequently used for this purpose, some buried a quarter of their height into the floors. This is 
also a common feature of domestic storage technology in the communities of today where such jars 
are used to store water, grain and flour. Also absent were the rectangular double lined fireplaces. 

b. Ceramics: In this phase typical Kot-Dijian type jars and Kot-Diji - Sothi type specimens be
came more frequent. Peacock and pipal leaf motifs increase and fish scale motifs in black or red, all 
Harappan designs, make their appearance. Horizontal cylindrical bowls, type BI, which dominated 
the early period, continue, but instead of being in fine thin fabric, the majority have relatively thick 
and sturdy fabric. In the last layer (9) of RHO II, flanged rim jars and their related lids appear. In 
general, however, no discontinuous change occurs in the ceramic complex of RHO I and II. The 
proto-Harappan graffiti (script symbols) carved or painted on vessels increase in number and com
bination. 

c. Plant Remains: Due to the absence of grain silos in RHO II complete specimens of charred
grains, as in the earlier phases, were not recovered. However, bits of charred grains and rachis 
residue containing grain bits were recovered through flotation and sieving of burnt debris and ashes. 
Wheat and barley still dominated the plant remains. Also included in these plant remains were frag
ments of seeds from agricultural and wild grasses. 

d. Faunal Remains: Fauna) remains continued to be of callle, sheep, goat, fish, birds, and other
animals. 

RHD IIIA and B (2500-1900 B.C.) 

a: Architectural Features: RHO IIIA: Layer 8 represents a third major phase of platform build
ing and leveling which seals all lower layers. This Rehman Dheri phase consists of layers 8 and 7 
which reach the last trenches along the slope. However, layer 7 terminates in BIV/19 where it is the 
uppermost slope layer, exposed to disturbance and erosion. It, therefore, has almost no significant 
structural remains. Similarly layer 8 is the uppermost layer in BIV/24 and 25 and has only eroded 
structures with fill containing intrusive material. Layer 8 structures could be reasonably defined in an 
area from BIV/4 to BIV/19 (Fig. H). There is no evidence during this period of the main city wall or 
the major walls laid against it. Still there arc indications that major walls were laid against the 
enclosure wall and that they extend into the area exposed in RHO IHA. Some arc rectangular in 
sh�pe but a few square rooms and small cubicles were recorded. 

Grain silos were not present and grain and water continued to be·stored in large jars. Rectan
gular hearths of semi-baked clay, open on one side, continue, as do the circular ovens, again of scmi
baked clay. Rectangular fireplaces with a central pit, known in RHO IA and IB, do not occur. 

RHO iIIB: The architectural remains of RHO IIIB come from layers 6, 5, 4 and 3. These vary 
in area, for layers 6 and 5 extend only up to the northern half and bcgi"nning of trench BIV/14. Layer 
4 terminates in the middle of BIV/9 and 3 ends in the northern end of BIV/19. However, the later 
part of 3 is devoid of structures. In trench BIV/14, it is characterised by a big pit and mixed material 
eroded from the trenches lo the north. In the interest of greater clarity and proper understanding, 
therefore, it would be appropriate to illustrate the architectural remains of layers 8, 7, 6, 5, 4 and 3 
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together as those of RI-ID III (Figure H) and mark the walls of different sub-phases with a capital let
ter. 

Layer 6 seems to be the last example of leveling activities. The hard soil of this layer is grey or 
greenish grey in color and mixed with charcoal and sometimes ash. Greenish grey soil mixed with ash 
and charcoal is also used for floor leveling in the alluvial plain today. The modern reason given for 
this mixture is to counteract salinity, and this may well have been the case at Rehman Dheri (Jansen 
1979). In this respect it is interesting that the analysis of grain seeds from Rehman Dheri has shown 
that in the last phase, barley was predominant (Dr. Ken Thomas, personal communication). Barley, 
being more resistant to salinity, would reflect the deteriorating conditions of the soil surrounding 
Rehman Dheri in its last phase. 

As with the preceding phase, RI-ID II, the enclosure wall has not survived because of the reason 
already. explained. However, it appears that the major walls laid against it extend from the main 
enclosure wall in a north-south direction and divide the exposed area. Minor walls running parallel 
to the city wall form rectangular rooms. One major feature of this period is the provision of narrow 
alleys between diff ercnt house units. 

Domestic activity features include the continued use of rectangular, three-sided hearths, circular 
ovens and the introduction of twin hearths (Figure H) in a rectangular clay frame. Another type of 
fireplace has also been exposed in unit B_ in RHO III. It is ovate in shape with twin holes. The area 
around it shows widespread burning. This type of fireplace is often used by silver or .goldsmiths in 
the area today. However, in the work carried out so far the exact function of these fireplaces has not 
been determined. 

b. Ceramics: A major change in ceramics occurs in the latest phase, RI-ID Ill. The BI type that
dominates during RHO I not only decreases in frequency, -but the dominant subtypes become Bib, 
with black horizontal bands on deep red. The few Blc vessels that occur arc of thick fabric with deep 
red surfaces. By and large, the ceramics arc reminiscent of evolved Kot-Dijian types, with some com
parable to typically Harappan examples. The pipal leaf, peacock, fish scale, intersecting circles, and 
other typical Harappan motifs in black or red become more common. In vessel type, the flanged rim 
jars with lids, or Alllb, so diagnostic of Kot-Dijian and Harappan, occur in great number anilvaricty. 

The tall, elegant dishes-on-stand BVa, also typically Harappan, become common as well. The 
following new types appear for the first time: 

• 1. Rusticated surface jars, AIIIa3 and 4.

• 2. Wet ware jars, AI/lla9.

• 3. Collared rim jars, Ala14.

• 4. Cut ware, CIJ.

• 5. Reserve slip jars, CIII.

• 6. Scmisphcrical jars with knobbcd decoration.

• 7. Inverse trapezoidal, concave based and sided bowls.

• 8. Grey ware, BVI.

The graffiti, with possible proto-Harappan script symbols, occuring on these vessels become 
more frequent and also occur in more complex combinations. 

c. Plant Remains: Plant remains recovered through sieving and flotation yielded tremendous
amounts of wheat and barley fragments. Additionally, a variety of wild grasses and agricultural weeds 
were included. 

d. Faunal Remains: Bones of cattle, sheep, and goat, along with a variety of other animals, both
wild and domesticated, arc undergoing analysis. Fish and bird remains were abundant. 

30 



Chapter 3 

CERAMICS FROM REHMAN DHERI 

Introduction 

Generally speaking Rehman Dheri pottery appears to be a homogeneous industrial complex, 
suggesting that it was locally manufactured. That, however, does not preclude the possibility of 
limited intrusive examples in negligible quantities. Although the kilns located at the site have not 
been excavated, the large number of w�sters and overtired specimens also suggest local production 
by part- ox: full-time ceramic specialists. Judging from the quality and variety of vessels, one would 
place these· Rehman Dheri potters among the highly skilled craft specialists of Early Bronze Age 
South Asia. Also, the quantity en stylistic quality of the ceramics found throughout the settlement 
strongly suggests that Rehman Dheri may have served as a regional ceramic distribution center. 
Even if small village potters were present in the hinterland they may have transferred their product 
to Rehman Dheri where it was traded on a pattern similar to the one existing in Pakistan today. 

General Features 

Ma1111fach1ri11g Techniques: 

• 1. Handmade: Handmade vessels are extremely rare. Four are illustrated (Figure XVI, nos.
1 - 3, and 8) and described on pages 118-120.

• 2. Wheelmade: Except for the few cases already referred to all vessels were produced on a
fast wheel.

Clay: Clay was perhaps obtained locally from along the stream banks, as the potters of Yarik 
(about 20 miles northwest of Rehman Dheri) do today. It was skillfully levigated before being used. 

Texture: The pottery predominantly has a very smooth texture. 

Temper: Generally, Rehman Dheri pottery appears to be self- tempered, perhaps with the pos
sible addition of a little fine sand. 

Firing/oxidizing: The absence of any carbon streaks in the paste indicates that vessels were fully 
and evenly fired. 

. s·urface Finish: Where surfaces arc not decorated and physically altered, they arc extremely 
smooth and almost polished. 

Wares: 

• 1. Grey Ware: Examples of grey ware were extremely rare and confined to the top levels
(RHD III). These included inverse trapezoidal bowls (Fig. XIX, nos. 3 and 6), a small dish
on stand (Fig. XXV, No. 3), and a horizontal cylindrical bowl (Fig. XLIX, No. 14).

• 2. Red Ware: .Red ware is predominant. It has a great deal of idiosyncratic variation, which
can be expected of any industrial commodity produced in such massive quantities. The
present state of analysis, however, indicates that such variations are culturally insignificant
and will not be discussed here.

·, 
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• 3. Buff Wares: Some red-buff or buffish wares also occur.

Slip: A varicly qf brighl lo dull slips have been applied lo Lhc vessels. These arc: (1) grey, (2)
creamy, (3) pinkish, (4) buff, and (5) Lhc predominantly red slips. 

Decoration: Decoralion is renderec.l in monochrome, bichrome, and polychrome. Designs con
sist of simple and complex gcomclric, floral, anc.l zoomorphic molifs. 

Typology 

A dcparlurc from Lhc general Lypological approach used in Soulh Asia, mostly based on surface 
c.lecoralion, is made here. A more simple Lypology is suggested for Rehman Dhcri ceramics. This ap
proach groups vessels on Lhc basis.of shape, and further subdivides Lhcm using rim forms and surface 
Lrealmcnt. 

As a firsl slcp, Lhcn, Lhc ceramic complex is classified inlo Lwo major calcgorics: A: jars, anc.l B: 
bowls. Category A, jars, is dividcc.l into: AI - ovoid jars, and All - spherical jars. AI is subdivic.lcd 
inlo: Ala - jars wiLh plain, vertical, or cvertcd and oullurned rim; and Alb - jars wilh flanged rims. 
In rare cases it is difficult to draw a firm line of distinction bclwccn the major categories of jars anc.l 
bowls, and between some of the subtypes, e.g. ovoid vs. spherical, or semi- vs. quadrisphcrical. The 
reader may, therefore, find some degree of overlapping. However, such cases arc not critical al Lhc 
present stage of analysis. 

Similarly, Category B. bowls, is divided inlo several types based on vessel shapes: Bl - horizon
tal, cylindrical bowls; Bii - scmisphcrical bowls; Bill - inverted, Lruncated, conical bowls; IlIV - in
verse trapczoidal"bowls, and their numerous subtypes. 

Before discussing Lhc different Lypcs, some general generic features of Rehman Dhcri pollcry 
should be noted. 

Necks: Exec pl for a f cw examples, which will be noted, the vessels arc almost all neck less. 

Rims: Rims include very short, almosl negligible, plain, vcrlical, evcrtcd, oullurncd, flaring, anJ 
flanged Lypcs. 

Bases: Bases include round, flat, some of which arc mat impressed, disc, with rare examples 
having a concave center, concave, and ring types (Fig. XXVII). 

A- Jars:

Jars arc of three types: Al - ovoid; All - spherical; and, All[ - inverted, truncated, conical jars. 
Types AI and All arc further divided into subtypes: a - wilh plain, cverled, or flaring rims, wilh some 
examples dcmonslraling symmclrical or cxlernal thickening; and, b - wilh flanged rims. They arc fur
ther broken down as follows: 

• 1. Slipped or unslippcd, without any additional decoration (Figure XH, no. 1).

• 2. Simple geometric decoration such as horizonlal red and black bands and lines (Figure I;
XII, nos. 2-9; XIII, nos. 12,13; XVI, nos. 9,10,12,13-16).

• 3. The same as (2) but with a ruslicaled, roughened, body (Figure II).

• 4. The same as (3) bul with geometric, floral, and zoomorphic molif s pain Led on a red band
Lhat covers the shoulder (Figure III).

• 5. Alternating red and while horizontal bands, scparalcd by black lines, covering Lhc entire
vessel surface (Figure V, 1-5 and 6).

• 6. The same as 1 or 2 bul with the lower portion of the vessel decorated with incised
horizontal and vertical band (Figure VIII).

• 7. The same as 1 or 2, but having the body decorated with incised comb motifs (Figure IX).
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• 7i. The same, but with painted bands (Figure IX).

• 8i. The same as 2 but with the lower portion of the vessel decorated with straight, horizon
tal, grooved lines (figure VI and Figure VII, nos. 1-5).

• 8ii. The same as 2 but with the lower portion of the vessels decorated with wavy grooved
lines (Figure VII, nos. 6-11).

• 8iii. The same as Si but with black painted geometric, floral, and zoomorphic motifs
(Figure VI, nos. 4-7; Figure VU, nos. 1-5; Figure XVI, no. 11).

• 9. The same as 2 but with the lower portion of the vessel showing a heavy clay slip with a
textured pattern (figure IV).

• 10. The same as 2 but with the vessel body below the shoulder showing a heavy undulating
pattern, perhaps achieved in a mold, over a thick additional clay layer applied to the pot, or
applique designs (Figures X and XI).

• 11. The same as 2 but with complex zoomorphic and floral motifs, painted in black, on the
vessel (Figures XIV, 1; XXIV, 6; LVI, 14) or over panels formed by white or cream paste
bands (Figure XIV, no. 11).

• 12. The same as 2 but with very simple geometric, such as straight or wavy bands (Figures
XIII, 4-7, 10, 11, 13-15; XIV, 3) and complex geometric, motifs (Figures XIII, 1-3,8,9,16 and
17; XIV, 2, 4-10) painted in black, red, and white over the vessel, or over panels, formed by
white or cream paste bands.

• 13. Collared rim jars (Figure XVII, 2).

• 14. Inverted truncated conical jars (Figures IX, 10; XVI, 18 and 19).

Alb and Allb - Flanged rim jars: 

Bases: Probably round or Oat. 

Varieties: 

• 1. Plain, slipped or unslipped, without decoration (Figure XX, nos. 4 and 5).

• • 2. Simple geometric designs such as horizontal black bands around the neck and shoukkr.

• 3. Complex geometric decoration, rendered in a panel formed by horizontal bands around
the shoulder.

B - Bowls: 

Bowls arc divided based on their shapes, and subdivided on the basis of surface decoration. By 
adopting this approach, such typical designations as dishes and pans have been included in this 
category. Terms used for each type are strictly geometrical and arc based on the height of the vessel 
walls, such as semispherical (Figures XLV and XLIV) and quadrisperical (Figures XLI and XLIV). 

Bl - Horizontal cylindrical bowls: 

Rims: Plain and Oaring, but vertical examples also occur. 

Walls: Carinated, with the angle usually formed in the lower third of the vessel. 

Bases: Predominantly ring bases, but a few concave and disc bases occur. 

Varieties: 

• 1. Plain, slipped or unslippcd, without additional decoration (Figures XVI, 5; XLIX, 15, 16).

• 2. Burnished (Figure XIL, No. 20).

• 3. Horizontal painted bands or incised lines on the exterior over red to deep red slip
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{Figures XVI, 4,6,7,12,17; XLVI, 1,2,4,5; XLVIII; L, 17; LI, 15; LV, 7). 

• 4. Simple geometric designs painted in black or white over panels formed by horizontal
bands {Figure XLVI, 2 and 6).

• 5. Complex geometric, floral, and zoomorphic motifs painted in the panels formed by
horizontal bands, executed in black or white and red paint {Figures XXIV; XL VII, 1,2,5,6;
XLIX; L, 1-3, 6-16; LI, except No. 5; Liii, except nos. 5 and 19; LIV; LV; LVI, except No.
14).

Bil - Inverted truncated conical bowls 

Rim: Plain, flaring rims predominate but a few externally thickened flaring rims occur. 

Walls: Predominantly concave, but straight examples occur. 

Base: All known examples have flat bases, at times with a mat pattern (Figures XXXIII, 
XXXIV, XLI, XLIV, all except no. 1). 

Varieties: 

• 1. Plain, slipped or unslipped, without decoration (Figure XXXIV, 3).

• 2. Horizontal bands painted, with or without incised bands, on exterior and interior sur
faces (Figures XXXIII, 1,3 and 4; XXXIV, 2,4,5; XLI; and XLIV).

• 3. Isolated floral and zoomorphic motifs painted on panels formed by horizontal bands
{Figures XXXIII, 2; XXXIV, 1).

Bill - Semispherical bowls: 

Biiia: Convex sided 

Rims: Plain, sloping rims predominate but rare examples of plain, incurving rims also occur. 

Walls: Convex 

Bases: Flat, ring, and disc bases occur, but examplesare rare. 

Varieties: 

• 1. Plain, slipped or unslipped, without decoration (Figures XXXIX, 14,15; XL, 2).

• 2. Simple geometric decoration such as horizontal bands painted or incised on the exterior
and/or interior (Figures XXXV, 3,4; XXXIX, 16,18-32; XL, 1,3,5; XL; LU, 2,3,4,7).

• 3. Complex geometric floral or zoomorphic designs painted in black, white, or red over the
vessel surface with or without panels provided for this purpose {Figures XXIV, 7; XXXV, 2;
XXXIX, 4,5; XLV, 4; XLIX, 11-13; Lii, 1,5,9,10).

Bllla4: 

• i. The surface of the bowl is grooved over a red slip {Figures XXXV, 5; XL, 4).

• ii The surface of th'e bowl is rendered with horizontal grooved lines with knobs applied
over the grooved surface (Figure XL, no. 6).

BIIIb - Semispherical bowls with carinated walls and everted rims: 

Rims: Everted, but rare examples of straight, vertical rims also occur. 

Walls: Mildly carinated in the middle. 

Bases: Primarily ring bases 

Varieties: 

• 1. Plain, slipped or unslipped, without decoration (Figures XVI, 20; LU, 11).
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• 2. Simple geometric decoration such as horizontal bands painted or incised over the exterior
and/or interior (Figures XL, 8,10,11,12,13; L V, 9,10).

• 3. Complex geometric decoration over panels formed by horizontal bands (Figures XL, 7,9;
L, 4).

BIV • Quadrispherical bowls: 

BIVa · with convex walls: 

Rims: Predominantly plain, vertical rims, but a few incurving rims also occur. 

Walls: Convex Bases: Round or disc, but examples are rare. 

Varieties: 

1. Plain, with slip only, and no decoration (Figure XVI, 2).

2. Simple geometric decoration (Figure XXXIX, 9,11,23,29,33-35).

3. Complex geometric motifs in black or red over panels formed by bands of white or cream
(Figures XXXIX, 3,27; XXXVI, 5). 

BIVb - with carinated walls: 

Rims: Predominantly everted rims but a few examples having plain vertical rims. 

Walls: Convex, mildly to sharply carinated. 

Bases: Predominantly disc bases, but a few examples of round bases also occur. 

Varieties: 

• 1. With or without slip, without any decoration, not illustrated here.

• 2. Simple geometric decoration (Figure XXXIX, 1,2,12,13,28).

• 3. The interior of these arc with creamy slipped, but in rare cases, have buffish or grey
slipped bowls, are decorated with multiple complex geometric; zoomorphic, and floral
motifs. The floral and zoomorphie motifs are at times highly stylised. Motifs are executed in
black over cream, and sometimes red, over a grey surface (Figures XXXV, 1; XXXVJ;
XXXVII; XXXVIII; XXXIX, 26,27).

BV • Bowls-on-stand: 

BVa - Semispherical bowls on prominant, hollow, concave-sided stands (Figure XXVI). 

Rims: Plain, vertical, oblique, or (in rare cases) incurving. 

Walls: Convex. Bases: Flaring, hollow conical. 

BVb - Deeper semispherical bowls with convex sides, and externally thickened rims, on low, hol
low, concavc�sided stems (Figure XLII). 

BVc - Shallow or quadrishperical bowls on medium or tall stems, usually referred to as dish-on-
stand in South Asian archaeology. 

Rims: Plain and externally thickened, cvertcd rims. 

Walls: Predominantly carinated but occasionally convex sided occur. 

Bases: Hollow, truncated conical stands with concave walls. 

Varieties: 

• 1. With medium stand and a relatively deeper dish with mild carination (Figure XXVII).

• 2. With tall stand and relatively shallow dish and sharp carination, typical of Harappan
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dishes on stand (Figures XXV; XXX and XXIX). 

BVI - Inverse trapezoidal bowls (Figure XIX): 

Rims: Plain, flaring. 

C - Body sherds: 

Walls: Concave. Bases: Concave. 

Body sherds are mostly from jars, but in the absence of rims and shoulders they cannot be as
signed to any specific type. However, they are included here to demonstrate the variety of surface 
treatments found at Rehman Dheri. While most sherds belonging to various types and subtypes of 
vessels are illustrated and discussed under the individual types here, a few, for example, cut ware and 
reserve slip, did not fit into any of these categories. 

D - Pot stands: 

These are treated separately as they serve an entirely different function. They arc spherical, 
cylindrical, and ovoid (Figure XVII, 3-6). 

E - Lids (Figures XXXII; XLIII): 

These occur mostly in association with flanged rim jars and are of the following three varieties: 

El - Stoppers (Figure XLIII, 1 ,2,4). 

E3 - Flat topped with short vertical. or oblique walls. 

E3a - The same but with simple bands incised or painted (Figure XXXII, 1,2,4,6-12, 14-18, 
24, 25). 

E3b - With. complex painted geometric motifs (Figure XXXII, 5, 19-23). 

E4 - The same but with knobbed handles (Figure XXXII, 3;13,14). 

ES - Inverted dish-like, with convex sides, small flat top, stumpy knobbed handles, and short, 
vertically projected rim (Figure XLIII, 3-5, 8-15). 

E6 - Bell shaped, with a conical top, concave or oblique sides, stumpy knobbed handle, and a 
short projection at the rim (Figure XLIII, 6,7, 16-18). 

F - Compartmented boxes (Figure XVIII, no. 1) 

Compartmented vessels are known in South Asian bronze age, but arc rare. They are normally 
rectangular although square examples also occur. The one illustrated here is square and, like others, 
must have been used as a spice box. 

Handmade Ceramics 

Rehman Dheri has only a few specimens of handmade pottery, four examples of which are il
lustrated here (Figure XVI, nos. 1, 2, 3 and 8). They are all made of wcll lcvigated clay and fired Lo a 
red-buff color. While nos. 1, 2, and 3 arc unslippcd, No. 8 has a creamy-buffish slip and is decorated 
with red and black bands, and incised lines around the rim and shoulder. 

Specimens of different types of vessels are illustrated. No. 1 is a cylindrical, truncated, flat based 
bowl, no. 2 is an oblique sided, truncated, flat based bowl, and no. 3 is a quadrisphherical bowl. No. 
8 is an ovoid jar. 

, HM. 1: (Figure XVI, no. 1) - Cylindrical truncated, flat based bowl: 

A bowl with a slightly constricted neck, and a straight, vertical rim. It has a thick fabric with a 
coarse texture, it is fired to a red buff color, and is unslippcd. The interior shows incised lines 
around the rim, neck, and body. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 16. 



HM. 2: (Figure XVI, no. 2) - Oblique sides, truncated, flat based bowl: 

A bowl in· red-buff ware, unslipped, with a coarse texture. 

Location and context: RHD m, sq. BIV/19, layer 13. 

HM. 3: (Figure XVI, no. 3) - Quadrispherical bowl: 

A bowl with convex sides and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware, unslipped, and coarse textured. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 11. 

HM. 4: (Figure XVI, no. 8) - Ovoid jar: 

A jar with a slight carination in the lower body, a straight, vertical rim, and a flat base. It has an 
uneven body and a coarse texture, in red-buff ware with a creamy buffish slip. Red and black ba�ds, 
and incised lines occupy the rim, neck and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 5.

Grey Ware 

Rehman Oheri had no more than six grey ware pieces, of which five are discussed below. All 
specimens came from RHO III. It is possible that these vessels were imported from Iran. However, 
only a microscopic analysis of their clay can confirm Lhis. 

All specimens arc bowls, i.e. inverse lrapczoidal, concave sided, and concave based bowls; 
horizontal cylindrical bowls; Lhc ba&c of a small bowl on stand; and a bowl-on-stand of Lhc 13Vb2 
Lypc. These specimens are all produced on a fast wheel and made with wcll levigalcd clay. 

G.1: (Figure XIX, no. 3) - Inverse trapezoidal bowl, BVI:

A fine grey ware bowl wilh a dark grey slip, engraved wilh horizontal bands near the base.

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIIJ/21, laycr 1.

G.2: (Figure XIX, no. 6; pl. XXIVA) - Inverse trapezoidal bowl DVI:

A complete example of the above, in a fine grey ware wilh an almost polished grey slip was
found. The exterior is engraved wilh wavy bands near the base. The interior has in'Ciscd bands 
around the rim. According lo Allchin (personal communication), this vessel may perhaps have been 
inverted and used as a seal. So far, no known parallel for this kind of bowl has been recovered in 
South Asia. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FilV/18, layer 3. 

G.3: (Figure XLIX, no. 14) - Horizontal cylindrical bowl 131:

A bowl with a sharply oullurned rim and a pronounced flange at the carination point. The base
is missing. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/14, layer 5.

G.4: (Figure XXV, no. 3) - Bowl-on-stand BV:

A fragment of a base for a bowl-on-stand, made in a greenish:grey were with a greenish slip.
This vessel was engraved with horizontal lines and triangles. 

Location and context: ROH II, sq, BIC/4, layer 9. 

G.S: (Figure XXV, no. 4):

This BVb2ii type bowl with a sharp carinatipn and a sharply oullurned rim. It is a dark grey
ware wilh a fine, dark grey slip. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 
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Category A - Jars: Examples 

Type Alai and Allal: 

Examples in this type include ovoid and spherical jars, with or without slip, but with no addition
al decoration, only one example has been illustrated. 

Alal.1 (Figure XII, no. 1): 

A jar with a short neck and a plain but horizontally outturned rim. It is a dull red ware with a 
similar slip. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 10. 

Type Ala2 and lla2: 

Examples in this type are ovoid, AI, or spherical, AU, with simple geometric decoration . 

Ala2.l (Figure I, no. 1): 

A jar with a short, everted rim, and a dent around the neck. It is a red-buff ware with a red 
slip. It has black bands around the rim and shoulder. The interior has incised lines around the rim, 
neck, and body. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 5. 

Ala2.2 and Ala2.3 (Figure I, nos. 2 and 3): 

Jars with everted rims, fired to a red-buff ware, with a red slip. Black bands at the rim and 
shoulder base enclose a bright red band around the shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 1. 

Ala2.4 (Figure I, no. 5): 

A jar with a short, straight, vertical rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip and walls of 
medium thickness. Decoration consists of black bands around the exterior rim and body, and a 
bright red band around the interior rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 1. 

Ala2.5 (Figure I, no. 7): 

A jar, with a short, everted rim. It is a red ware, with red slip and decorated with two black 
horizontal bands around the shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 2. 

Ala2.6 (Figure I, no. 8): 

A jar with a rim rolled back in round. It is a red ware with red slip and the interior decorated 
with a black band around the rim, neck, and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 1. 

Ala2.7 (Figure I, no. 9): 

A jar with a slightly everted rim. It is a red-buf f ware, with a red slip, decorated with black 
horizontal bands at the rim and shoulder, enclosing a deep red band. The interior shows a red band 
at the rim and neck. 
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Location and context: RHO II�B, sq. Clll/21, layer 1. 

Ala2.8 (Figure XII, no. 2): 

A jar with a short, out-curved rim. It is a red ware with a dark brown slip, decorated with black 
bands at the exterior and interior rim top. 

Location and context: RHOII, sq. BIV/25, layer 11. 

Ala2.9 (Figure XII, no. 3): 

A jar with a short vertical rim. It is a red ware with a black slip and a plain exterior. The inte-
rior has a bright red band around the rim and an incised line at the neck. 

Location and context; RHO IB, sq. BIV/25, layer 13. 

Ala2.JO (Figure XII, no. 8): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, slightly dented neck .and outcurved rim. It is a red-buff
ware with a cream slip. Black bands around the rim, neck, and shoulder base enclose a deep red 
band. The interior shows a red band around the neck and rim and a black line at the rim top. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

Ala2.ll (Figure XII, no. 9): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short neck and out curved- rim. It is a red-buff ware with a 
cream slip. A deep red band around the rim, neck, and shoulder is enclosed by black bands at the 
rim top and shoulder base. The interior shows a red band around the neck and lower rim, and a 
black line at the rim top. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 11. 

Ala2.12 (Figure XIII, no. 13): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a dented, high-collared neck and naring rim. It is a red ware 
with a red slip. The surface is decorated with incised lines around the exterior rim, neck, and 
shoulder, and around. the interior rim and neck.

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/14, layer 10. 

Ala2.13 (Figure XIII, no. 14): 

A jar with an outcurving rim, in red ware with a red slip. Black bands around the rim and 
shoulder base enclose a while paste band. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. EIIl/21, layer 12. 

Ala2.14 (Figure XVI, no. 9): 

A jar with a flat base, straight walls, and a plain, in curving, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware, 
with a dull red slip. The body is not well fired and even. It is decorated with a black band at the rim 
below which a red band is drawn. It shows a complex grafitti on the body. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FITV/22, layer 3. 

Ala2.15 (Figure XVI, no.10): 

A jar with convex walls, bulging body, a constricted neck and a short, plain vertical rim. It is in 
red-buff ware and has red slip, decorated with black bands at the rim base and lower half of the body. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 3. 

Ala2.16 (Figure XVI, no. 14): 

A jar (resembling narrow necked bottle) with convex walls and a flat base, constricted and a 
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long protruding neck and slightly everted rim. It is in red-buff ware and has dull red slip. It is 
decorated with black bands around the rim, neck and mid body. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/4, layer 9. 

Ala.2.17 (Figure XVI, no. 15): 

A jar with convex walls, flat base, constricted neck and short everted rim. It is in red ware with 
red slip, decorated with black bands around the rim lop and mid body. The interior shows a black 
band around the shoulder base. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/21, layer 1.

Ala2.18 (Figure XVI, no. 16): 

A jar with slightly tapering in walls, extremely short everted rim and a flat base. It is in red-buff 
ware and has a dull red slip, decorated with black bands near the base, lower body and al the rim 
base. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/21, layer 1.

Alla2.l (Figure I, no. 4): 

A jar with a short, sharply everted rim, and a dent around the neck. It is a red-buff w�re with a 
red slip. A black band occupies most of the rim and neck. The interior shows a bright red band 
around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq FITV/17, layer 5A. 

Alla2.2 (Figure I, no. 6): 

A jar with a shallow dent below the rim, and a short, everted rim. It is a pale red ware with a 
red slip. Surface decoration consists of a black band around the rim and a bright red band below. 
The interior has a similar decoration. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 2. 

Alla2.3 (Figure XII, no. 4): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, slightly dented neck and short, ev.erted rim. It is a red 
ware with a plum red slip. A black band covers the shoulder and rim. The interior rim and neck 
have a red band. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/25, layer 13. 

Alla2.4 (Figure XII, no. 5): 

A jar with a fine, thin fabric. It has a short, slightly dented neck and a short, outturned rim, obli-
que in profile. It is a red ware with a plum red slip and has a black band at the rim lop. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV, layer 13. 

Alla2.5 (Figure XII, no. 6): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short neck and short, slightly evertcd rim. It is a red-buff ware 
with a creamy slip. Decoration consists of a bright red band around the rim, neck, and shoulder, and 
black lines around the rim top and shoulder base. 

Location and context: RHO 11, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

Alla2.6 (Figure XII, no. 7): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short neck and short, vertical rim. It is a red-buff ware with a 
cream slip. It is decorated with a bright red band around the rim, neck, and shoulder, and a black 
band at the rim lop. The interior rim and neck show a red band and a black line at the rim top. 

40 



Location and context: RHD IIA, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

Alla2.7 (Figure XIII, no. 12): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, everted rim. It is a red ware with a red slip. The sur
face is decorated with incised lines at the rim, neck, and shoulder. The interior shows an incised line 
around the neck. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. FfiV/22, layer 10. 

Alla2.8 (Figure XVI, no.13): 

Th� jar, resembling a Pakistani Surahi, has a narrow, protruding neck, a plain, vertical rim, and 
a disc base. The firing was not very effective for the entire body seems to be disintegrating and flak
ing. It is red buff ware with some indications of a red slip. It has black bands around the neck, 
shoulder, and body. 

Location and context: RHD �IIB, sq. BIV/15, layer 4 

Type Ala3 and Alla3: 

This type includes jars with rim, neck, and shoulder decorated with black and red bands and a 
body with a rusticated or roughened surface, achieved through the application of dirt, grit, and s:md 
prior to firing. 

Ala3.l (Figure II, no. 1): 

A. jar with a short, dented neck, and an everted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a dull red slip. A
bright red band runs around the shoulder, neck, and rim. The interior has black lines at the rim and 
shoulder. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 

Ala3.2 (Figure II, no. 2): 

A jar with a very short, everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. Black bands 
around the exterior rim and shoulder base enclose a dark brown band, below which the body is rusti
cated. The interior shows black lines around the rim and incised lines around the body. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 2. 

Ala3.3 (Figure 11, no. 3): 

A jar with an everted rim. It is a red buff ware with a dull red slip. Decoration consists of a 
bright red band around the exterior shoulder and interior rim, and black lines at the exterior rim and 
shoulder base. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4. 

Ala3.4 (Figure II, no. 4): 

A jar with a very short, everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a pale red slip. The exterior 
has a chocolate band around the shoulder, enclosed by black bands. It is carried over lo the interior 
rim and neck. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/4, layer 4. 

Ala3.5 (Figure II, no. 5): 

A jar with a very short, everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. It has a 1 ight 
red band around the.rim and shoulder, enclosed by black bands. A black band occupies the interior 
rim and neck. The body is rusticated. 
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Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 1. 

Ala3.6 (Figure II, no. 6): 

A jar with a short, straight, vertical rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. It has a 
dark brown band around the exterior shoulder, enclosed by black bands. The interior neck and 
lower rim has black bands. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq." CIIl/21, layer 1. 

Ala3.7 (Figure II, no. 7): 

A jar with a very short, everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. Decoration 
consists of a bright red band around the exterior shoulder, enclosed by black bands, and a black 
band around the interior rim, neck, and shoulder. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 1. 

Ala3.8 (Figure II, no. 8): 

A jar with an extremely short, everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. 
Decoration consists of a bright red band around the exterior shoulder, neck, and part of the rim, and 
black bands at the rim and shoulder base. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD IIIA, sq. Fo/3, layer 8. 

Ala3.9 {Figure II, no. 9): 

A jar with a short, everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with a deep 
red band at the exterior shoulder, enclosed by black bands. The interior lower rim has a black and a 
red band. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 

Ala3.10 {Figure II, no. 10): 

A jar with an extremely short neck and a short, everted rim, almost neckless and rimless. It is a 
light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. Decoration consists of a bright red band at the shoulder and 
upper body, and black bands at the neck and rim. The interior rim shows a black and a red band. 
The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 

Ala3.11 (Figure II, no. 11): 

A jar with a short, cverted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. A bright red band 
at the shoulder carries over to the interior rim and neck. Black bands occupy the exterior rim, neck, 
and shoulder base. The interior has a bright red band at the rim. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/22, layer 3. 

Type Ala4, Alla4 and Ala4i (Fig. III): 

Specimens in this subtype arc similar to those in Type Ala3 in forms, types of rims, neck, fabric, 
and rusticated or roughened body texture. They also occur in the same time horizon, RHD III. 
However, this subtype has symbols painted on the shoulders, some of which are identical, or nearly 
so, to those engraved ori or near the bases or painted on the shoulder of the vessels from Rehman 
Dheri, and some of which have similarities to some characters in Harappan script. In specimen 
Ala4i the rusticated surface is achieved with the application of fine sand only, to which is then added 
a thin layer of creamy slip. Comparable examples are reported from Gumla(Dani 1971: Pl. 84, No. 1, 
p. 159), from Amri, Jalilpur (Mughal 1973), Serai Khola {Mughal 1972: Fig. 18, nos. 101 and 106, p.
48).
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Ala4. l (Figure III, no. 1): 

A jar with a dented neck and a short, outcurved rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red 
slip, decorated with a bright red band around the shoulder, enclosed by·black bands at the rim, neck, 
and shoulder base, over it a bold hook symbol is painted. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 6. 

Ala4.2 (Figure lII, no. 3): 

A jar with a short everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip, decorated with a 
bright red band around the exterior shoulder, enclosed by black bands and, over it, a swastika 
painted i� black. Below the shoulder, the body is rusticated. The interior shows incised bands at the 
shoulder and body. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Fo/8, layer 5. 

Ala4.3 (Figure III, no. 5): 

A jar with a short, everted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a dull red slip, decorated with a deep 
red band around the exterior shoulder, enclosed by black lines and showing a fish. Incised lines oc
cupy the interior. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 1. 

Ala4.4 (Figure III, no. 6): 

A jar with a short, everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. A bright red 
band around the shoulder, enclosed by black bands, shows a winnower. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Ell/21, layer 4. 

Ala4.5 (Figure III, no. 7): 

A jar with a short, neck and a short, slightly everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull 
red slip. A bright red band around the neck and shoulder, enclosed by black bands, shows a plant 
with a flower, perhaps a sunflower. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 1. 

Ala4.6 (Figure III, no. 8): 

A jar with a very short, everted rim, almost neckless and rimless. It is a red-buff ware with a 
duH red slip. A bright red band around the shoulder, showing a two-pronged agricultural implement, 
is enclosed by black bands at the rim, neck, and shoulder base. Incised lines occupy the interior rim 
and shoulder base. The body is rusticated 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Eill/21, layer 3. 

Ala4.7 (Figure III, no. 10): 

A jar with a short, everted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a dull red slip. A bright red band 
around the shoulder, enclosed by black bands, shows intersecting circles. The body is rusticated. 
The interior shows incised bands at the rim, shoulder, and body. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, BIV/9, layer 3. 

Ala4.8 (Figure III, no. 11): 

A jar with a short, everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. A bright red 
band around the shoulder, enclosed by black bands, shows a rosette painted in black. The body is 
rusticated. The interior shows a black band al the rim and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO JIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 3. 

43 



Alla4.l (Figure III, no. 2): 

A jar with a short, everted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a dull red slip. A bright red band 
around the shoulder, enclosed by black band:;, shows a ploughshare- like symbol, painted in black. 
The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. BIV/9, laycr 6. 

Alla4.2 (Figure III, no. 4): 

A jar with a very short, everted rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull red slip. A bright red 
band around the lower rim, neck, and shoulder, enclosed by black bands, has two vertical arrows 
painted in black. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 4. 

Alla4.3 (Figure III, no. 9): 

A jar with a dented neck_ and a very short, evcrte� rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a dull 
red slip. A bright red band, enclosed by black bands, shows a mountain goat with a short pointed 
tail, horns curved to the sides, and body decorated with hatched triangles. The body is rusticated. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 6. 

Type Ala4i (Fig. XV): 

This type is represented by two examples, one complete (no. 1) and one incomplete (no. 2). 
These are large, pear-shaped jars with narrow, short necks, short, everted, externally thickened rims, 
and disc bases. They were probably used for water storage, just as such jars are used in the region 
today. They have a rusticated s:urfacc like Ala3 and Ala4, but unlike them, the surface is relatively 
smooth and the rustication seems lo have been achieved with the application of fine sand only. The 
surface also has a fine, thin layer of cream slip. The slip does not seem to be well bonded to the 
body and is very fugitive. Black lines at the rim, neck, and shoulder base enclose a dull red band 
around the shoulder, with a graffiti, possibly depicting small plants, painted on it. 

Location & context: No. 1: RHD IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 5. No. 2: RHD IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 2. 

Type AlaS (Fig. V): 

Jars of this type arc similar to Ala2. They have very short, evertcd rims almost ncckless and 
rimless, and fully conform to the typical Kot-Dijian traits in this respect. They are red ware with a 
pinkish to red slip and have a fine texture. Bases are round or possibly flat. Examples with an un
even inner surface do occur (Figure V, no. 2). Externally, these vessels are decorated with bands of 
white, red, or pinkish, and chocolate color, separated by black lines. While on most the decoration 
seems to be permanent, in one example (no. 2) it tends to fade and may have been rendered after 
the pot was fired and is thus fugitive. Stratigraphically, these vessels occur throughout the sequence, 
from IB onward. They also occur at Gumla period IV, but Dani also refers to their presence in early 
periods (1970-71:160, fig.28). 

Ala5.1 (Figure V, no. 1): 

A jar with an extremely short, everted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a pinkish red slip. The 
body is decorated with wide, alternating pinkish and white bands, separated by black lines. A black 
line is painted around the rim. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4. 
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Ala5.2 (Figure V, no. 2): 

A jar, identical in texture, surface treatment, neck and rim shape to no. 1. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 15. 

Ala5.3 (Figure V, no. 3): 

A jar identical in form, and surface treatment to nos. 1 and 2 but differing in having a black 
band around the interior rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 3. 

Ala5.4 (Figure V, no. 4): 

A jar almost identical in form and surface treatment to the above types. 

Location ·and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 1. 

Ala5.5 (Figure V, no. 5): 

A jar similar in form and decoration to those described above. The interior bears an incised 
line around the body. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. EIIl/13, layer 14. 

Type Ala6 and Alla6 (Fig. VIH): 

This type includes ovoid, Ala6, and spherical, Alla6, jars with incised decoration, and body 
sherds of the same type. These have been fully fired lo an orange-buff colour. They are for the most 
part unslipped. The incised decoration, unlike the grooved Ala7, has been deeply rendered. The 
decoration is both vertical and horizontal. 

Rims: Plain and vertical or short and everted. 

Necks: Neckless 

Bases: Round, but possibly also flat 

Ala6i - With or without slip, and only incised decoration. 

Ala6ii - With incised decoration and simple painted or incised bands. 

Ala6iii- Ribbed ware (Figure VIII, no.6). 

Ala6i.l (Figure VIII, no. 1): 

A jar with almost no neck or rim, and a tapering body. It is a light red or orange-buff ware with 
a wash of the same color. Below the shoulder, it is decorated with deeply incised, straight horizontal 
lines. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfIV/22, layer 3A. 

Ala6i.2 (Figure VIII, no. 2): 
\ 

A jar .with virtually no neck, and a collapsed rim tapering down to the shoulder. It is a light red 
or orange-buff ware with the same color slip. Below the shoulder, it is decorated with deeply incised 
vertical lines. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 16. 

Ala6ii.l (Figure VIII, no. 8): 

A jar with no neck and a short, slightly everted rim. It is a light red or orange-buff ware with a 
similar wash. It is decorated with horizontal incised lines and a black band around the rim, neck, and 
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shoulder. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 

Ala6ii.2 (Figure Vlll, no. 11): 

A fragment of a jar with no neck and a slightly everted rim, squarish on top. It is a light red or 
orange-buff ware with a similar wash. It is decorated below the shoulder with horizontal incised 
lines, and a black band encircles the neck. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FflV/20, layer 1. 

Alla6ii.3 {Figure VIII, no. 3): 

A jar with a short, dented neck and short, slightly everted rim. It is a light red-buff or orange
buff ware with no slip. The exterior shows straight, horizontal incised lines. On the interior, the 
neck, shoulder, and body have incised bands. It seems to have had a round base. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/9, layer 9. 

Alla6ii.4 (Figure VIII, no. 7): 

A jar with a short, slightly dented neck and short, straight, vertical rim. It is a light red or 
orange-buff ware with a similar wash. It has incised lines in cross-hatched patterns, and a black band 
around the rim. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/4, layer 9. 

Type A6 - Body Sherds: 

A6 (Figure VIII, no. 4): 

A fragment of a biconical squat jar. It is a light red or orange-buff ware with a similar slip. It is 
decorated with deeply incised horizontal lines. 

Location and context: RHD I, sq. BIV/25, layer 15. 

A6.2 {Figure VIII, no. 5): 

A fragment of a spherical jar. It is a light red or orange-buff ware with a similar slip. The body 
is decorated with deeply incised horizontal lines. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 4. 

A6.3 {Figure VIII, no. 9): 

A fragment of a jar with a sharp carination above the base. It is a light red or orange-buff ware 
with a similar wash. It is decorated above the carination with horizontal incised lines. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 2. 

A6.4 {Figure VIII; no. 10): 

A fragment of a jar. It is a light red ware with a similar slip. The body is decorated with 
horizontal incised lines. 

Location and context:·RHD 1118, sq. Fo/23, layer 1. 

A6.5 {Figure VIII, no. 12): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, angular neck and sharply outcurved rim. It is an orange-buff 
ware with a similar wash. The fabric is thick. Decoration consists of a deeply incised criss-cross pat
tern. 

Location and context: RHD U, sq. BIV/19, layer 11. 
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A6.6 (Figure VIIJ, no. 13): 

A fragment of a jar, carinatc<l just above the base, with tapering walls. It is an orange-buff ware 
with a similar slip, <lccoratc<l with incised lines drawn horizontally around the body. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. CIIl/21, layer 4. 

A6.7 (Figure VIII, no. 14): 

A fragment of a jar. It is an orange-buff ware with a similar wash. It is <lccoratc<l with a pattern_ 
of horizontal aan<l vertical cross-hatched, incised lines around the bo<ly. 

Location an<l contcx1: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

A6.8 (Figure VIJT, no. 15): 

A fragment of a jar .identical in form, texture, ware, an<l decoration to no. 14. 

Location and context: RI-ID IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 15. 

A6.9 (Figure VIH, no. 16): 

A fragment of what appears to be an AlaGi j:-.r. It is an orange-buff ware with a similar slip. Its 
surface treatment is i<lcntical lo that of no. 14 am) no. 15. 

Location an<l context: RIID 1118, sq. Fo/23, layer 4. 

A6.10 (Figure VIIT, no. 17): 

A fragment of an AllaGii jar. It is an orange- buff ware with no slip. It has horizontal paintc<l 
black bane.ls an<l scratchy, vertical incised lines around the body, an<l a black band around the neck. 

Location an<l context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 15. 

A6.11 (Figure VJJJ, no. 1.8): 

A fragment of an AiaGii jar. It is an orange-buff ware with a similar slip. It is decorated with in-
cised horizontal lines an<l black bands. 

Location an<l context: RIID 1118, sq. rfiV/18, layer 1. 

A6.12 (Figure VIIT, no. 19): 

A fragment of a jar, similar to no.18 in fabric an<l texture, with incisc<l lines around the body. 

Location an<l context: RHO llIB, sq. CIU/21, layer 1. 

A6iii (Figure VIIJ, no. 6) - Ribbed Ware: 

A jar fragment. It is rec.I ware with a line, paste-like rec.I slip an<l deeply car\'c<l rib decoration. 
These ribbed wares arc fairly common on I larappan sites an<l can also be compared with examples 
from Baluchistan (Fairscrvis 1956:340). Ribbed ware vessels also occur at Mohcnjo-daro where it is 
noted as deep grooved decorations (Dales an<l Kenoyer 1986:· Pl. lOA, MD 1228, Fig. 38.4). 

Type Ala7 and Alla7 (Fig. IX): 

This type includes ovoid an<l spherical jars with surface <lecoration consisting of incisc<l lines 
which arc relatively shallow an<l rcn<lcre<l in a comb pattern, perhaps by holding a comb-like tool to 
the pot while it was still revolving on the wheel. Comb motifs arc in some cases accompanied by 
straight incised horizontal bane.ls. A f urthcr variation is the a<l<lition of black or red painted bane.ls. 

Ala7.l (Fig. IX, No. 1): 

A jar with a short, C\'ertcd rim. It is a pale red or orange-buff ware with a similar slip, decorated 
with an incised comb pattern around the shoulder an<l incised lines on the interior below the neck. 

Location an<l context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 6. 
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Ala7.2 (Fig. IX, No. 9): 

A jar with a very short, plain vertical rim anc.l a flat base. It is a pale rec.I-buff ware witho�t slip. 
ll shows multiple ineisec.l comb motifs arounc.1 the lower rim, neck, shoultlcr, anc.l upper body. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 1. 

Ala7.3 (Fig. IX, No. 11): 

A jar in pale rec.I-buff ware with a rec.I slip. Decoration consists of an incisec.l comb motif arounJ 
the shoulc.ler anc.l an incisec.l line around the rim. The interior has incisec.l lines arounc.l the rim, neck, 
shoulc.ler, anc.l body. 

Location anc.l context: RIID IB, sq. EIJ/16, layer 17. 

Alla7.l (Fig. IX, No. 8): 

A jar with a very short and slightly evertec.l rim. It is a pale rec.I-buff ware with no indication of 
a slip. It shows incisec.l comb motifs. 

Location anc.l context: RIID IJ, sq. IllV/25, layer 11. 

Alla7.2 (Fig. IX, No. 3): 

A jar with a short, vertical rin:i. IL is a pale rec.I or orange-buff ware with a similar wash. IL

shows a comb motif around the shouluer and upper body. It has four incised horizontal lines around 
the interior, near the base. 

Location anil conte>.1: RIID IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 1 . 

. Alla7.3 (Fig. IX, No. 5): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim. It is a pale rec.I or orange-buff ware with a similar slip, 
c.lecoratec.l in a comb motif around the bouy. The interior shows horizontal lines scratched arounu 
the 10\".er half of the body. 

Location and context: Surface. 

Ala7i.l (Fig. IX, No. 6): 

A jar with a constricted neck anc.l short, vertical rim. It is a pale reu or orange-buff ware with a 
similar slip. Decoration consists of comb motifs and horizontal black bane.ls arounc.l the body, a black 
b�mc.l around the exterior rim, anc.1 a rec.I band around the interior rim. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. ffiV/22, layer 3. 

Alo7i.2 (Fig. IX, No. 7): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim and a flat base. IL is a pale rec.I or orange-buff ware with a 
similar slip. It is c.lecoratec.1 with multiple incised comb motifs and black banus around the body. The 
exterior rim anc.l neck shows a black band. The interior shows an inciseu line arounu the neck anu a 
black bane.I arounc.1 the rim. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. FfIY/17, layer 4. 

Alo7i.3 (Fig. IX, No. 12): 

A jar with a vertical rim. It is a pale red or orange-buff ware with a rec.I slip, c.lecorated with an 
irregular form of comb motif arounc.l the boc.ly and black bands below the rim. 

Location anc.l context: surface. 

Alla7i.l (Fig. IX, No. 2): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim. It is a pale rec.I or orange-buff ware with a similar slip. It is 
c.lecorated with multiple comb patterns around the shoulc.ler anc.l upper body. It has incised, horizon-
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lal bands around the neck and rim, and three black vertical lines on the interior. 

Location and context: RIID IlIB, sq. BIV/5, layer 3. 

Alla7i.2 (Fig. IX, No. 4): 

A jar with a vertical rim. It is a light red or orange-buff ware with a similar slip. It is decoratcJ 
with two bands of comb motifs arounq the upper body between two thick black bands. Black lines 
arc also drawn around the rim. The interior has an incised line around the neck, a light red band 
around the lower rim, and a black band around the upper rim. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/9, layer 16. 

Type Ala8 and Alla8 (Figs. VI and VII) - Grooved Jars: 

This type has examples of typical Kot Dijian jars which are ovoid, nccklcss and with short, 
evcrted rims (Fig. VI, nos. 1 and 2), or spherical, with short, evertcd rims (Fig. VI, nos. 3-6; Fig. VII, 
nos. 1, 4, 6, 8, and 11). Their bodies arc treated with an additional clay coating that is decorated 
with grooved horizontal lines, perhaps with a sharp tool. Variations in this subtype arc: 

• i. Straight horizontal grooved lines, with or without additional red or black bands.

• ii. Wavy grooved lines, with or without red or black horizontal bands.

• iii. The same as i and ii, with complex geometric, floral,or zoomorphic motifs, painted over
the body or on panels formed by a band in black, while, cream or red.

The ware ranges in color from red to red-buff, and in rare cases, ycllmvish or creamy buff. Slip 
color ranges from light red to orange-red and red. Like Scrai Khola (Mughal 1972:45), in this sub
type the additional coat of clay is so effectively applied to. the body and so evenly fired that, along 
with the surface decoration, grooves, it seems to be part of the body. 

The vessel surface, from the shoulder to just above the base, has grooved horizontal lines, 
rendered with a sharp tool before firing. In most cases, the grooving is uniform, although examples of 
irregular lines do occur. Grooving is shallow and does not seem to penetrate beyond the _slip or the 
extra clay coating; in cases where these have flaked off, the ungroovcd surface of the vessel is ex
posed. 

Type Ala8ii and Alla8ii (Fig. Vil, nos. 6 and 8-11): 

. This type shows more diversity than Ala8i and Alla8i in slip ·colors and surface treatment.
While specimens from the latter have slips ranging from red to red-buff, the former have red, dark 
brown, and creamy white slips. Except for simple black bands around the rim and neck (Fig. VII, 
No. 7), and red bands around the lower rim and neck, enclosed by black lines on the interior (Fig. 
VIT, nos. 7 and 8), no additional decorations arc noted on examples of 8ii. 

Fig. VII, No. 9, combines clements of both subtypes. While the upper part of the body is 
rendered with i straight, horizontal grooved lines, the lower part is covered by ii wavy, grooved 
horizontal lines. 

Al Rehman Dheri, both make their appearance in the earliest period, RHO I. Subtype 8ii, 
however, appears in the earliest layers and precedes 8i in this respect. It also dominates in the early 
levels. Subtype 8i totally takes over in the subsequent two periods, RHO II and lll, with subtype 8ii 
becoming rare in RHO II and almost negligible in RHO III. In some trenches, it completely disap
pears in the last periods. 

A similar situation is noticed at Gumla 7 miles southeast of Rehman Dheri, where both of these 
types appear in Dani's (1971:135 and 136, Fig. 13, No. 30 and Fig. 14, nos. 52-59) Period II, while 
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Type 8i continues through his subsequent Periods III and IV, or his Kot-Dijian and Mature Ilarap
pan occupations at the site, (Dani 1971:146, Fig. 24, 211-217; 153, Fig. 28, 2346-2349); 8ii completely 
disappears after period II at Gumla. Straight horizontal grooving continues to be the main feature at 
Mohenjo-daro (Dales and Kenoyer 1986: Fig. 7, no. 5, p.250) where it sometimes combines with 
roughened surface and comb motifs (Fig. 34, no. 1) or with roughened surface only (Fig. 34, no. 2). 

A somewhat similar. situation is seen at Serai Khola, where our subtype Si, Mughal's VII, and 
8ii, Mughal's VIIA (Mughal 1972: Fig. 12, nos. 46-52; Fig. 13, nos. 53-66; Fig. 14, nos. 67-71, and Fig. 
14, nos. 72-77), both appear in Period IA (Mughal 1972: Table 9). Thereafter, while Si, Mughal's VII, 
continues throughout Period II, 8ii, Mughal's VIIA, does not occur beyond the middle of Period H. 

In Baluchistan, grooved decorations are grouped with Periano reserve slip (Fairservis 1959: Fig. 
53, No. 6, d and e, p. 382). Also, it occurs with wavy reserve slip on a pot from Anjira Period III, (De 
Cardi 1965: Fig. 23, No. 17, pp. 179-80]), comparable examples to which have been reported from 
Periano Moghul Ghundais (Stein 1929, Pl. VI, p.73 and p. XI, M.M.N. 48(a) M.M.E. 1); Serai Khola 
(Mughal 1972:47, Figs. 12-14, Pl. XVIIB, 12) and Jalilpur (Mughal 1972: Fig. 37, Nos. 3 and 6). 

Ala8i.1 (Fig. VI, No. 1): 

A jar with a short, evertcd rim, almost neckless and rimless. It is a red ware with an orange-red 
slip, decorated with straight, horizontal grooved lines. A black band cover's the exterior rim and neck. 
The interior is decorated with a black band around the rim and incised lines around the neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, Ff IV/22, layer 4. 

Ala8i.2 (Fig. VI, No. 2): 

A jar, similar to no. 1 in form, neck, rim, fabric, texture, and surface decoration, except that the 
interior rim and neck up to the shoulder arc covered by a black band. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfIV /22, layer 4. 

Ala8i.3 (Fig. XVI, no. 11): 

A jar with a flat base, walls tapering in, constricted neck and a short vertical rim. It is in red
buff ware with a red slip. The body is rendered with an additional clay coating, showing straight 
horizontally drawn grooved lines. Below the grooved decorations it is printed ,vith a black band. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

Ala8ii.1 (Fig. VII, No. 7): 

A jar with an outcurved rim. It is a red-buff ware with a chocolate slip, decorated with wavy 
grooved lines. The exterior rim and nee� have a dark b.cown band, and the shoulder is plain. The in
terior rim and neck are decorated with a red band and a black line at the rim top. An incised line en
circles the top of the interior shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO ID, sq. BIV/9; layer 16. 

A/Ia8ii.2 (Fig. VII, No. 6): 

A fragment of a jar (rim missing) in a creamy-buff ware with a creamy slip, decorated with wavy 
grooved lines. 

Location and conte,xt: RHO IIIA, sq. Fol 13, layer 8. 

Alla8ii.3 (Fig. VII, No. 8): 

A jar with a short, outcurving rim. It is a red-buff ware with a bright red slip. Decoration con
sists of wavy grooved lines around the body and a red band enclosed by two black bands on the inte
rior nm. 

Location and conte>..1: RHO IB, BIV/9, layer 16. 
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Alla8ii.4 (Fig. VII, No. 11): 

A ncckless jar with an insignificant vertical rim, or almost rimless. It is a buff-red ware wilh a 
creamy slip. Decoration consists of wavy grooved lines. 

Location and context: RIID I, sq. EIJ/21, layer 15. 

Ala8iii.1 (Fig. VJ, No. 6): 

A jar with a short, cvcrtcd rim, squarish on top. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip, showing 
straight horizontal grooved lines around the body. A stylized horned <.Icily is paintc<.l on the vessel, 
and a black band encircles the rim and neck . 

. Location and context: RIID II, sq. BIV/2�. layer 11. 

Ala8iii.2 (Fig. VII, No. ?): 

A jar wilh a short, outcurvc<.l rim. It is a rc<.1-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with straight, 
horizontal groove<.l lines aroun<.1 the bo<.ly. Above the groove<.l bo<.ly and below the neck, a while 
band decorate<.l with black <.lots an<.l enclosed by black ban<.ls encircles the vessel. The interior is 
decorated with a black band aroun<.l thc rim and an incised line around the neck. 

Location and context: RHO IHA, sq. BIV/14, layer 8. 

Ala8iii.3 (Fig. VII, No. 5): 

A jar with a short, slightly cvcrlcd rim. IL is a rc<.1-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with 
horizontal grooved lines around the body, above which is painted a black rosette, and a black band at 
the rim. On the interior, a red band covers the rim, neck, and upper shoulder. 

Location and context: surface. 

Alla8iii.1 (Fig. VI, No. 3): 

A jar with a short, cvcrte<.l rim. IL is a red-buff ware with a red slip, <.lccoratcd with horizonlal 
grooved lines around the body. A black ban<.l encircles the rim, neck, and shoulder. IL is painted 
with a horned deity, in black outline an<.l white filling, curve<.l horns, a stylized face ·with a black, 
round spot, hanging ears, an<.l a pointed, cxlendc<.l beard. IL has an incised line around Lhe interior 
neck. It appears to have a round base .. 

Location an<.l context: upper RHO II, sq. Fo/13, layer 9. 

Alla8iii.2 (Fig. VI, No. 4): 

A jar with an outcurved rim, a plain, tapering shouklcr, and �Jerhaps a round base. It is a red
buff ware with a red slip, decorated with straight, horizontal grooved lines. Painted above these arc 
three stylized pipal leaves, supported by stems. An incised line and a black line encircle the exterior 
neck and rim. Two incised lines encircle the interior below the neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 1. 

Alla8iii.3 (Fig. VI, No. 5): 

A jar with an outcurved rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Decoration consists of 
straight, horizontal grooved lines around the bo<.ly, a stylized zoomorphic design painted in black, 
and a black band around the rim, neck, and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. ETI/21, layer 4. 

Alla8iii.4 (Fig. VI, No. 7): 

A jar fragment. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip, straight horizontal grooved lines aroun<.l 
the body, and a black painted design resembling either a stylized centipede or a fish skeleton 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/14, layer 10. 
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•Al/o8iii.5 (Fig. Vil, No. 1):
A jar with a short, sharply cvcrted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip, deco.rated w�th

straight horizontal grooved lines. A white band enclosed by black bands, and decorated with a scnes
of black dots, is painted around the upper shoulder. A black line encircles the upper rim.

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/9, layer 11. 

AlloSiii.6 (Fig. VII, No. 2): 

A jar fragment. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip, decorat:d with hori�ontal grooved .tines.

Above the grooved body, and within a black outline, is pamtcd a white rosette with a black <lot m the
center. 

Location and context: surface. 
AlloSiii.7 (Fig. Vil, No. 4): 
A jar with a vertical rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with straight, horizontal 

grooved lines around the body. The rim and neck have a black band from which loops and balls arc 
suspended, above a white paste surface that decorates the shoulder. 

Location and context: RIJO IT, sq. Ell/16, layer 12. 

Type A8 - Body Sherds: 

AB (Fig. VIl, No. 9): 
A fragment of an Ala8i or Ala8ii jar. It is a buff ware with a chocolate slip. It is decorated 

with straight, horizontal grooved lines (of Type Si) on the upper half of the body, and wavy grooved 
lines ( of Type 8ii) on the lower half, with some of the straight grooved lines curving to one side. 

Location and context: surface. 

AB (Fig. VII, No. 10):· 

A fragment of a jar. It is a red-buff ware with a Qright red slip. Decoration consists of wavy 
grooved lines. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV /25, layer 13. 

Type Ala9 and Alla9 (Fig. IV): 

This type is the same as AJa2 but the lower portion of the vessel shows a heavy clay slip with a 
textured pattern on Wetware. IL is similar in manufacturing technique and surface decoration to 
some examples of Quella Wet, Kechi Bey Wet, and Pcriano Wet (Fairscrvis 1956:69, Fig. 53,a; 
1959:376, Fig. 50, a-c, and 382, Fig. 52, a and b; Steine 1929, Pl. XI, M.M.N. 48,b). It is closest to the 
latter in form, neck, and rim shape, and the use of bands around the shoulder and black lines around 
the shoulder base. However, iL has its own distinguishing characteristics, such as in the slip and 
should, therefore, be regarded as a local Gomal Plain type. In the Gomal Plain, at both Rehman 
Dhcri and Gumla, it occurs only in Lhc late horizon, RHO III, for no example was found below layers 
4 and 5. Three examples were reported from qumla Period IV (Dani 1971:154, Type IX, .nos. 238, 
240, and 244). One of which (Dani 1971:154, Type IX, no. 244) had a painted symbol of a triangle, 
with extended arms and dots attached. It is reported from M.ohcnjo-daro (Dales and Kenoyer 1986: 
Pl. SC XIX-109). Like the rest of Rehman Dhcri pottery, excepting the few noted handmade ex
amples, these arc produced on a fast wheel, made from a well lcvigated clay, and fully fired to a red, 
r�d-buff, creamy-buff or creamy ware, with red, creamy-buff, and whitish-creamy slips. Normally, ves
sels have short necks and short, evcrted rims like the typical I<ot-Dijian vessels. They have red, deep 
red and whitish-creamy bands around the shoulder with black bands at the shoulder base and, in 
some cases, multiple bands around the shoulder and neck (Fig. IV, No. 1). The body below the 
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shoulder is marked with a textured pattern impressed before firing. The· designs run in horizontal 
and vertical curving rows. 

The typical Kot-Dijian forms of vessels with "wet decoration", combining clements of the Jloo<l 
plain with those of the Balauch highlands, is indicative of the blending of the two traditions at the 
strategically located Gomal Plain. 

Ala9.1 (Fig. IV, No. 1): 

A jar with a short, cverled rim, almost rimless. IL is a red-buff ware with a cream slip, 
decorated with a bright red band, enclosed by black bands al the rim and shoulder base. The body 
below the shoulder has a heavy clay slip, impressed with a vertical, mat or basket, texture which cur-
ves from right lo left. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. Ell/16, layer 1. 

Alu9.2 (Fig. IV, No. 9): 

A jar with a short, everted rim, in a re<l-buff ware with a heavy red slip. It has a bright red 
band around the shoulder, enclosed by black bands at the neck and shoulder base. The heavy clay 
slip applied to the body is impressed with a mat or basket pattern. The pattern is applied vertically, 
separated by a horizontally impressed pattern and a high ridge. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 1. 

Alu9.3 (Fig. IV, No. 11): 

A jar in red-buff ware with a similar slip. A heavy clay slip has a mat or basket pattern im
pressed horizontally around the body. A bright red band encircles the shoulder, with black bands 
around the neck and shoulder base enclosing it. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 1. 

Allu9.J (Fig. IV, No. 3): 

A jar with a very short, evertcu rim that is square on top and externally thickened. It is a crcam
buff ware with a similar slip. A heavy clay slip applied to the bo<ly is impressed with a mat or basket 
impression, curving from left lo right. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/22, layer 4. 

Alla9.2 (Fig. IV, No. 10): 

A jar with a very short, everted rim. It is red-buff ware with a buffish slip. The heavy clay slip 
applied lo the vessel has a mat or basket-like textured pattern, impressed vertically and curving from 
left to right with horizontally impressed ridges. The shoulder has a deep red band, enclosed by black 
bands. The interior shows incised lines around the body. 

Location and context: Surface 

Alla9.3 (Fig. IV, no. 12): 

A jar with a very short, everled rim (almost rimless). It is a red-buff ware with a similar slip. A 
heavy clay slip applied lo the body is impressed with a mal or basket-like pattern. A red band en
circles the shoulder, with black lines around the rim, neck, and shoulder base enclosing it. The inte
rior rim has a red band and an incised line al the neck. 

Location and context: upper RHO IIIA, sq. Fo/23, layer 8. 

Type A9 - Body Sherds: 

A9 (Fig. IV, No. 2): 

A fragment of what is perhaps an Alla9 jar, in red-buff ware with a similar slip. A heavy layer 
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of cl�y slip applied to the bo�y shows a mat or basket-like textured pattern, curving left to right.

, Location and context: Surface 

A9 (Fig. IV, no. 4): 
A fragment of what is probably an Ala9 type jar. It �s � buff ware �ith a ·'!iin�ilar slip. A heavy 

layer of clay slip applied to the body below the shoulder 1s impressed with a verllcal mat or basket 
pattern which curves from left to right. 

Location and context: RHO IlIB, sq. Eil/17, layer 2. 

A9 (Fig. IV, no. 5): 

A fragment of a jar in a creamy-buff ware with a similar slip. A mat or basket-like pattern is im-
pressed around the body of vessel over a heavy clay slip. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 1. 

�9 (Fig. IV, no. 6): 
A fragment of what is probably an A1Ia9 type jar, a red-buff ware with a creamy slip. A mat or 

basket-like impression is applied in a vertical and horizontal pattern over the a heavy clay slip. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 2. 
A9 (Fig. IV, no. 7): 
A fragment of what is probably an Alla9 type jar, in a red-buff ware with a creamy slip. A ·mat 

or basket-like impression is applied to the body in a vertical, left lo right curving pattern over a heavy 
clay slip. Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/9; layer 4. 

A9 (fig. IV, No. 8): 

A fragment of what is probably an Alla9 jar, in a creamy-buff ware with a similar slip. A heavy 
layer of clay slip applied lo the body is impressed with a mat or basket-like textured pattern. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 4. 

A9 (Fig. IV, no. 13): 

A fragment, probably of an Ala9 type jar, in red-buff ware with a similar slip. A heavy clay slip 
applied to the body is impressed with a mat or basket pattern, closely resembling a specimen from 
Quetta (Fairservis 1956:269 Fig. 59, B2). It has a red band around the shoulder and a thick black 
line at the shoulder base. 

Location and. conte>.1: RHO IlIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 1. 

A9 (Fig. IV, no. 14): 

A fragment, probably of an Alla9 type jar, in reddish-buff ware with a whitish-buff slip. A 
heavy clay slip applied to.the body is impressed with a mat or basket-like pattern. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq·. FfiV /22, layer 3. 

A9 (Fig. IV, no. 15): 

A fragment of.a-jar, in a red-buff ware with a creamy-buff slip. A heavy �lay slip applied to the 
body of the jar is impressed with a mat or basket-like pattern . 

. Location and. context: RHO IIIB, sq .. CIIl/21, layer 2. 

Type AlalO and AllalO (Fig. X, Nos. 1-4, 6-8; Fig. XI, Nos. 1-4): 

This type is the same as Ala2 but the vessel body below the shoulder is decorated using an ap
pliqile technique in which a heavy undulating pattern, perhaps made using a mold, is applied over a 



thick slip. The subtype has large storage jars of thick fabric, produc�d on· a. fast wheel; .of well 
lcvigatcd clay. They arc fully fired lo a red-buff ware with either red-buff and red slip or pale red
buff and creamy slip. In one case (Fig. X, No. 2) the applied rcser:ve slip has flake� off. 

These jars are ovoid or spherical in shape, with short, cvert<;d rims (Fig. X, nos. 3 and 4, Fig. 
XI, nos. 1, 2, and 4), vertical rims (Fig. X, nos. 1 and 2), and sharply oullurncd rims (Fig. XI, No. 3). 
They have round, flat, sometimes basket marked, and disc bases. 

An additional thick slip is applied to these· jars, which in some cases covers the whole pot to the. 
neck (Fig. X, nos. 1 and 2), while in others (Fig. XI, nos. 1-4), it covers the body up to the shoulder. 
In the latter case, the shoulder has either bright red bands (Fig. XI, nos. 1 and 2) or pale red bands 
(Fig. XI, nos. 3 and 4). Fig. XI, No. 4, has a shoulder that swells up and is dented from the inside. 

Surface decoration over the thick slip takes the form of pronounced wavy or rope patterns, chev
rons, and wavy lines with concentric circles (Fig. X, nos. 6' and 8). These could have been achieved 
through the impression of such designs with a mold of some kind (Jarriage, personal communication). 

AlaJ0.1 (Fig. X, No. 3): 
A fragment of a jar with a short, everlcd rim. It is a red-buff ware with a pale red slip. An addi

tional clay layer applied lo the body, in this case covering most of the shoulder, shows a heavy un
dulating pattern. It has a bright red band around the exterior upper shoulder, and a 

red band around the interior rim and neck. 
Location and conle>.1: RHO IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 
AluJ0.2 (Fig. XI, No. 1): 
A fragment of a jar with thick fabric, a short, everted rim, which is externally thickened and 

squared on top. It is a red-buff ware with a pale red slip. It has a bright red band at the shoulder, 
enclosed by black bands. An additional clay layer applied lo the body is impress�d with a heavy pat
tern of undulating bands or ropes, perhaps achieved in a mold. 

. . 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. BIV/9, layer 7. 
Alal0.3 (Fig. XI, No. 2): 
A fragment of a jar with thick fabric, similar to the above in form, rim shape, slightly everted, 

texture, and surface treatment. The only difference is that the exterior rim and neck are completely 
covered with a black band,. and the interior rim shows a bright red band. 

Location and context: upper RHO IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 

Alal0.4 (Fig. X, No. 6): 

A fragment of what appears lo be an AlalO type jar with a short, everted rim. It is a red-buff 
ware with a creamy-buff slip. An additional clay layer applied to the b�dy is decorated with incised 
circles and wavy lines, possibly mold-impressed. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 13. 

Allal0.1 (Fig. X, No. 1): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim, in a thick fabric. It is a red-buff ware with a pale red slip. An 
additional layer of clay bears a mold-impressed design which has been flaked off. It has a bright red 
band around the shoulder and rim top, and black bands around the interior rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. BIV/9, layer 8. 
Allal0.2 (Fig. X, No. 2): 

A fragment of a jar in a thick fabric, similar in form and surface treatment lo the above. The 
only differences are in the slightly outcurved rim and in the neck shape. It is a dull red ware, ac-
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ci<lentally burnt to a <lark tolor. An additional clay layer, applied from the shoulder downward, 
bears a mold-impressed design which has flaked off. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. FilV/22, layct 3. 

Allal0.3 (Fig. X, No. 4): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, everted rim. It is similar in form, texture, and surface treat-

ment.lo Fig. X, No. 3. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 

Allal0.4 (Fig. XI, No. 3): 

A fragment of a jar in a thick fabric, with a short, angularly outcurved rim, in a red-buff ware 
with a pale red slip. It has a bright red band around the shoulder and rim. An additional layer of 
clay applied to the body is impressed with an undulating line or rope design, perhaps using a mold. 

Location and col)texl: RIID JIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 6. 

Alla 10.5 (Fig. XI, No. 4): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, slightly dented neck and short outcurvcd rim. It is a red-buff 
ware with a pale red slip. It has a wide, bright red band around the shoulder and a black band al the 
rim. The surface of the shoulder is raised in spots, perhaps due to the dent of the interior shoulder. 
An additional clay layer applied lo the body is impressed with a wavy or rope pattern, perhaps using 
a mold. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. Clll/21, layer 4. 

Type AlO - Body Sherds:. 

AJO (Fig. X, No. 7): 

A fragment of a jar in thick fabric, in red-buff ware with no slip. An additional layer of clay ap-
plied to the body is decorated with an undulating line or rope design, possibly mold-impressed. 

Location and context: RIID IJ, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

AJO (Fig. X, No. 8): 

A fragment of a jar in a red-buff ware with a creamy-buff slip. An additional clay layer applied 
to the body bears mokl-imprcssed with chevron designs. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. BIV/19, layer l. 

Type Alall and Alla 11: 

This type includes jars painted with zoomorphic motifs over the shoulder, in some cases on a 
panel formed by bands of various colors (e.g., Fig. XIV, 11). . 

Alall.1 (Fig. LVJ, no. 14): 

Fragment of a jar with upward tapering walls. IL is in red-buff ware with a deep rec! slip, 
decorated in black with the head, car and eye of an animal, perhaps an equid. 

Location and context: surface. 

AllaJJ.1 (Fig. XIV, no. 1): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, outturned rim, oblique in profile. It is a red ware with a 
red slip. The surface is decorated with two wild boars, painted in black, one shown with a frontal 
face with the two eyes together. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/9; layer 16. 
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Allall.2 (Fig. XIV, no. 11): 

A jar with a short, evcrted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. A black line decorates the 
exterior and interior rim top. The surface of the vessel is decorated with cream and red bands, 
separated by black lines. The cream band around the shoulder shows a mountain goat with wavy 
horns and a face, though in profile, showing both eyes. 

· Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV /9, layer 14.

Allall.3 (Fig. XXIV, No. 6):

A jar fragment with a short, sharply everted rim. It is red-buff ware with a dark brown slip.
Dark brown or chocolate bands occupy the rim and shoulder, below which a white paste surface is 
decorated with dark brown pipal leaves with a double eye pattern. 

Location and context_: RHO IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 16 

.Type Ala12 and Alla12: 

Vessels in this type include specimen with designs in either black, chocolate, or brown on a 
white or creamy background, some reminiscent of the Sothi pottery, others with parallels in Baluchis
tan and include simple geometric patterns such as bands, more complex geometrics such as triangles, 
loops, semi-circles, sigmas, and floral motifs such as rosettes and pipal leaves. 

A few specimens of this type have been found al Scrai-Khola (Mughal and Halccm 1972: Type 
IXE, Fig. 22, Pl. XX), where they occur throughout Period II. At Rehman Dhcri they arc found 
throughout the sequence, but the finest examples occur in early contexts. 

Alal2.1 (Fig. Xlll, 110. 1): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, angularly and sharply outturned rim. It is a red ware 
with a red slip. The surface is decorated with a dark band around the neck and rim. A panel 
formed by a white paste band around the shoulder bears a design of horizontal light brown bands 
enclosing sigmas in dark brown, facing right to left. The interior shows a red band around the rim 
and neck. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/9, layer 12. 

Ala12.2 (Fig. XIII, no. 2): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with an outturned rim. It is a red ware with a bright red slip, 
decorated with a dark brown band around the neck and rim, and a panel formed by a white paste 
band around the shoulder. The panel bears dark brown horizontal lines enclosing sigmas, painted in 
dark brown, facing right to left. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 10. 

Ala12.3 (Fig. XIII, no. 4): 

A fragment of a jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a sharply oullurncd rim. It is a red-buff ware with 
a red slip. It is decorated with dark brown bands around the rim and shoulder base, enclosing a 
panel formed by a white paste band around the shoulder and upper body, over which straight and 
wavy horizontal bands arc painted in dark brown. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/14, layer 9. 

Ala12.4 (Fig. XIII, no. 5): 

. A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, cvcrtcd rim. It is a red ware with a red slip. Black
bands around the rim, neck, and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a band of white paste 
around the shoulder, over which wavy horizontal bands arc painted in dark brown. The interior 
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shows a bright red band around the rim, neck, and upper shoulder. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. FfiV/22, layer 2. 

Ala12.5 (Fig. XIII, no. 7): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric,, with a short, cvcrted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Black 
bands around the rim top and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a white band around the 
shoulder, decorated with straight and wavy horizontal bands. 

Loc..aliun and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/22, layer 2. 

Ala12.6 (Fig. XIII, no. 10): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a high, collared neck and flaring rim. It is a red-buff ware with 
a similar slip. Dark brown bands around the rim, neck, and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by 
a creamy white band around the shoulder, decorated with straight and wavy horizontal bands in 
brown. The interior shows three incised lines around the lower rim, neck, and upper shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/14, layer 9. 

Ala12.7 (Fig. Xlll, no. 16): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, outcurving rim. It is a red ware with a plum red slip. 
Dark bands around �he rim, neck, and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a white paste band. 
These arc decorated with figures consisting of vertical lines with four short horizontal lines cxten<ling 
out to the right, painted in dark brown. The interior shows incised lines at the neck. 

Location and contcx1: RHO II, sq. CIII/21, layer 12. 

Alal2.8 (Fig. XIIT, no. 17): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a very short, slightly cvcrtc<l rim. It is a red ware with a red slip. 
Black and red/plum red bands around the rim; neck, and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a 
white band, decorated with "E" or sigma (?) motifs. The interior shows plum red bands aroun<l the 
rim and neck, and incised lines around (he body. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. Clll/21, layer 12. 

Ala12.9 (Fig. XIV, No. 2): 

A jar in fine, thin fabric, with ashort, evcrtcd rim. 'It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Below the 
rim a panel formed by a white paste is decorated with dark brown horizontal bands that enclose 
hanging loops and dots. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. BIV/4, layer 18. 

Ala12.10 (Fig. XIV, No. 4): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabr'ic, with a very short, slightly cvcrte<l rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red 
slip. Black bands at the rim, neck , and shoulder base enclose a panel, formed by a creamy band, 
over which loops with susspcndcd balls, in plum color, arp painted in two registers, sepatratcd by a 
horizontal band of the same color. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. Clll/21, layer 4. 

Alal2.11 (Fig. XIV, No. 5): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, outcurvcd rim. It is a red-buff ware with a dark slip. It 
has black bands at the rim and neck, below which is a panel formed by a white paste band and 
decorated with brown horizontal lines enclosing a series of connected lozenges filled with brown obli
que bands. The lozenges are formed by connected half circles, each with a thick dot in the center. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/9, layer 12. 
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Ala12.12 (Fig. XIV, No. 7): 

A jar in a fiae, thin fabric, with a short, everted rim. It is a red ware with a red slip. A panel 
formed by a white band around the shoulder, enclosed by horizontal bands in brown, is decorated 
with vertical lines ancf connected triangles in dark brown. These may be stylised pipal leaves. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. FfIV/21, layer 14. 

Ala1213 (Fig. XLVII, No. 3): 

Part of a jar with plain, slightly everted rim in fine fabric, red-buff ware and with a buffish slip. 
On a creamy background we have wavy bands in black and red colours. The central bands make a 
two eye motif filled with oblique bands in bright red colour. This is almost identical to one from Sur 
Jangal in Baluchistan (Fairservis 1959). 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 16. 

Ala12.14 (Fig. XLVII, No. 4): 

Part of a jar with plain vertical rim in red-buff ware and buffish slip. The vessel has a creamy 
surface on which black, dark brown and bright red chevrons hold an inverted pyramid, suspending 
from the rim. Below the chevrons rectangles are depicted with wavy arms in bright red colours. The 
interior shows a black band at the rim top and three bands at the rim base. Like the one above, this 
specimen is identical to those from Sur Jangal and may have been imported. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. Eil/16, layer 15. 

Ala12.15 (Fig. XLVII, No. 7): 

Part of a jar with plain, vertical rim, in red-buff ware and a red slip. Black bands at the rim and 
shoulder enclose a white paste panel decorated by black straight horizontal bands enclosing a black 
wavy band in the middle. 

Location and context: RHD IHA, sq; BIV/9, layer 8. 

Ala12.16 (Fig. XLVII, No. 8): 

Part of a jar with incurving walls and plain, thickened rim that is slightly squarish on top. It is in 
red-buff ware with a buff slip. The body is coated with a white paste background over which deep 
red bands are drawn. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. BIV/5, layer 3. 

Ala12.17 (Fig. XLVIJ, No. 9): 

Part of a Jar with plain vertical rim. It is in dull red ware and a dark brown slip. Black bands 
around the rim and shoulder enclose a white panel decorated with short vertical strokes in dark 
brown colour. 

Location and context: RHD IA, sq. BIV/4, layer 19. 

Ala12.18 (Fig. XLIX, No. 7): 

Part of a jar with incurving walls and a short, plain, vertical rim, in fine thin fabric. It is in rcd
buff ware and has a red slip. The body is coated with a creamy background over which complex 
geometrical designs are depicted in black and red colours. A thick band divides the surface in 
seperate registers, depicted with vertical blocks, filled with red oblique lines. 

Location and context: RHD 18, sq. Eil/16, layer 16. 

Ala12.19 (Fig. XLIX, No. 10): 

Part of a jar that has a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware and has a dull red slip. Black 
bands at the rim and shoulder enclose a white panel decorated with sigma motifs in dark brown 
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colour. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/14, layer 10. 

A/a1220 (Fig. L, No. 5): 

Part of a jar with round upper walls tapering in and a short slightly everted rim. It is in red-buff 
ware and a red slip. Black bands around the rim and shoulder enclose a creamy panel decorated 
with inverted and connected half circles with a bright red dot inside, perhaps an eye motif. 

Location and context: surface. 

A/a12.21 (rag. LI, No. 5): 

Part of a jar in fine thin fabric with round body and a short everted rim. It is in red-buff ware 
with a fine red slip. The body is coated with a white paste, decorated with plant motifs in bright red, 
black and greenish colours. Below the rim a sun motif is depicted in bright red colour. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/9, layer 15. 

A/a12.22 (Fig. Liii, No. 5): 

Part of a tall jar in fine thin fabric with a short everted rim. It is in red ware and has almost 
polished, deep red slip, decorated with two vertical white bands in black outline. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/14, layer 10. 

Ala12.23 (rag. Liii, No. 19): 

Part of a jar with a low carination near the base, an upward tapering wall and a short, plain, ver
tical rim. It is in dull red ware with a dark brown slip. Black bands around the rim top and shoulder 
enclose a white panel, decorated with dark brown horizontal and vertical bands. The vertical bands 
have two oblique, wavy bands and black triangles in the middle. A black band decorates the carina
tion point. 

Location and context: surface. 

Alla12.1 (Fig. XIII, No. 3): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a sharply outturned rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. 
Black bands over the neck, rim, and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a white paste band 
around the shoulder, decorated with dark brown bands enclosing sigmas and vertical bands in dark 
brown, and separating multiple registers. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV /25, layer 13. 

Alla12.2 (rag. XIII, No. 6): 

A fragment of a jar with a short neck and outcurving rim. It is a red ware with a red slip. 
Decoration consists of black and white bands around the rim and shoulder, below which are painted 
straight and wavy oblique lines in black over a white surface. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/19, layer 13. 

Alla12.3 (Fig. lII, No. 8) 

A jar with sharply out-turned rim in red ware with red ·slip. It has a white paste band around 
the neck and shoulder enclosed by black lines. Additional decoration consists of two registers of 
black triangles, filled by oblique black lines. In the middle a reversed stepped pyramid motifs, 
suspended from the neck is depicted. 

Location & context: Surface 

Alla124 (Fig. XUI, No. 11): 
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A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, outcurved rim. It is a red ware with a red slip. The sur
face is treated with a white paste, decorated with dark brown bands. The interior is red slipped. with 
red and dark bands around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 14. 

Alla12.5 (Fig. XIV, No. 3): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short, angular neck and sharply outturned rim, oblique in 
profile. It is a red ware with a plum red slip. A panel formed by a band of white paste around the 
shoulder is decorated with wavy lines in dark brown. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 15. 

Alla12.6 (Fig. XIV, No. 6): 

A jar in a fine, thin fabric, with an outcurved rim. It is a red ware with a red slip. A black band 
occupies the entire rim, below which a panel formed by a white paste band covers the shoulder, 
decorated with horizontal bands that enclose registers of vertical bands and a black rosette. The inte
rior shows black bands at the rim top and base, enclosing a light red band. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/9, layer 13. 

Alla12.7 (Fig. XIV, No. 10): 

A fragment of a jar in a fine, thin fabric, with a short neck and an outcurved rim. It is a red
buff ware with a red slip. The body has a white band around the shoulder, enclosed by horizontal 
bands in brown, and decorated with vertical lines and connecting triangles in dark brown, which (like 
7,8,9) may be stylised pipal leaves. 

Location and context: RHD m, sq. BIV/19, layer 15. 

Type All - Body Sherds: 

A12.1 (Fig. XIII, No. 9): 

Part of a jar, in red ware with a red slip, decorated in black with intersecting circles, cross-
hatched rectangles and eye motifs with dots in the middle. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/9, layer 10. 

A12.2 (Fig. XIV, No. 8): 

A fragment of a probable Alal2 jar in a fine, thin fabric. It is a red ware with a red slip. It 
shows black bands enclosing a panel formed by a white band, decorated with vertical bands and con
nected triangles in dark brown, that may be stylised pipal leaves. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. CIII/22, layer 15. 

Al23 (Fig. XIV, No. 9): 

A fragment of a jar in a fine, thin fabric, in red ware with a red slip. It shows a white paste 
band,decorated with dark brown horizontal bands and connected triangles, which may be stylised 
pipal leaves. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/19, layer 13. 

A12.4 (Fig. XIII, No. 15): 

A fragment of an Ala12 jar in a fine, thin fabric. It is a red ware with a red slip. �he body is 
treated with a white paste, decorated with plum red bands. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 16. 

61 



Type Ala13 - Collared Rim Jars: 

Ala13.l (Fig. XVII, No. 2): 

This is the only specimen of this type occuring in the upper levels or layer 3 of RHO nm. It is 
part of a jar with a collared rim; The rim is rounded al the top and rolled down to the neck. It is a 
red-buff ware with a dull red slip. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 3. 

Ala13.2 (Fig. XLVII, No. 10): 

The upper part of a jar, with an everted rim. It is red- buff ware with a red slip. Incised lines 
decorate the exterior rim and the interior shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4. 

Type Ala14 - Inverted Truncated Conical Jars: 

This type includes ovoid jars with constricted necks, plain, evcrted, or vertical rims, and flalc 
bases. They arc manufactured on a fast wheel, of wcll lcvigated clay. They include: Ala14.1 and 14.2, 
which are plain, and Ala14.3, which is incised. 

Ala14.1 (Fig. XVI, No. 18): 

A jar with a slight carination and a plain, vertical rim, in red-buff ware with a dull red slip, but 
no additional decoration. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 3. 

Ala14.2 (Fig. XVI, No. 19): 

A jar with a slight carination, a short, vertical rim, and a flat base, with an uneven surface 
and no additional decoration. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. Fo/23, layer 7. 

Ala14.3 (Fig. IX, No. 10): 

A jar with a constricted neck, a slight carination, a short,everted rim, and a flat base. It is 
decorated with an incised comb motif around the neck and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4A. 

Type Alb and Allb - Flanged Rim Jars: 

Jars in this type, or flanged rim jars, except in a few cases, do not have very prominent rims. 
They arc mostly straight and vertical (except Fig. XX, No.1 and XXIII, No. 4, where they arc out
turned). The ledges arc raised, either below the neck where space between the rim and the ledge is 
narrow, or on the upper shoulder, where space between the rim and ledge is wider. The ledges vary 
from low ones, raised obliquely lo the rim to varying degrees, to high ones, parallel to the rim. From 
one similar example al Serai Khola (Mughal 1972: Fig. 15, No. 84, p. 47), it appears that the ledge 

was applied separately after the pot was completed. 

Rehman Ohcri yields one of the largest number and variety of flanged rim vessels in South Asia. 
These range from Jillie (Fig. XX, no. 15) lo large vessels (Pl. XVB). In shape, the ovoid dominate 
the spherical flanged rim jars. The complete examples (Fig. XX, No. 5) have round and flat bases, 
respective ly, and it is assumed this was the case with the rest. 

All examples seem lo have been produced on a fast wheel and made from well lcvigatcd clay. 
Except in rare cases of coarse fabric (e.g. Fig. XX, No. 5), most arc of fine fabric, well fired lo a rcd
buff ware, and have either red or buff slips or an orange-red wash. 

These jars had provision for lids, which were tightly held lo the ledge and rim, sometimes with 
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the help of a string for which perforated holes were provided at the ledge. Only one of them (Fig. 
XX, No. 5) was found with its lid intact. It was so tightly held, partly because of salt encrustation, 
that it had to be split open. �he only thing found preserved in it was a black, round rolled stone. 

Except Fig. XX, No. 16, which is a cut ware example and may have served as either an incense 
burner or a .heater, these jars probably functioned for storing water or other fluids, flour or grains, 
and also perhaps cooking. Fig. XX, No. 5, already noted, may have preserved some fluids such as 
milk, and the stone inside may have served the-purpose of a heater. The large jar perhaps served as 
a water or flour storage jar, and seems to have been one-half or two-thirds buried in the floor level, 
as are such jars in modern villages in the area. 

At Rehman Dheri arc found undecorated jars (Fig. XX, nos. 5 and 8) and jars with single 
linear decoration (Fig. XX, nos. 1-4, 6, 7, and 9-16), but the majority were decorated with complex 
geometric designs, such as squares, rectangles, triang Jes, circles, and intersecting circles (Figs. XXIJ, 
XXIII, and XXXI). Most decorated jars (Alb2, Ailb2, Alb3, and Allb3) arc in bi- or polychrome. 

Flanged rim vessels have a wide distribution in South Asia. They are found in many early 
through late period sites in northern Baluchistan, Gomal, the Indus flood plains, Rajasthan, Kutch, 
and Saurastra. 

In northern Baluchistan, these arc reported from Mian Ghundai (Fairservis 1959a:376, Fig. 77i) 
and several other sites in Zhob and Loralai (Mughal 1972:47, footnote 20). To date, the distribution 
of this type is restricted to northern Baluchistan and has not yet been reported from southern 
Baluchistan. 

In the Gomal Plain, they have been reported from an earlier survey at Karam Shah (Dani 1971: 
Pl. 64a, nos. 1, 2, 4, and 6), Hathala (Dani 1971: Pl. 68, nos. 2, 3, 5, 7, and 9-11), Rehman Dhcri 
(Dani 1971: Pl. 70, nos. 1-10 and 12-16), and in an excavated context at Gumla Periods IJ, III, and IV 
(Dani 1971: Fig. 16, No. 93; Fig. 19, nos. 149-56 and 106; Pl. 81, nos. 1-7, 9, 10, and 12; Pl. 85, nos. 1-9 
and 11-15; and Pl. 86, nos. 1-6 and 9). 

Further to the northeast, these types occur at Serai Khola (Mughal and llalecm 1972: Type VIII 
and VIIIA, Fig. 15, nos._ 82-84 and nos. 85-89; Fig. 16; and Pl XXA, nos. 1, 2, and 7, pp 47-48). Al 
Serai Khola, both these types make their appearance in Period IA and continue right through Pcrio<l 
II (Mughal 1972: Table 9). 

At Harappa, flanged rim jars appear in pre-defenses le vcls, or "Early Harappan" (Wheeler 
1947:95), and continue into the mature Harappan Period (Wheeler 1947: Fig. 23XLII and No. 106) 
and resemble jars found in Cemetery R 37 (Wheeler 1947: Fig. 19, Pl. XXXVII) and at Lothal (Rao 
1973: Figs. 51 and 58). A similar jar, but with two rows of perforated holes around the body, comes 
from Chanhudaro (MacKay 1943: Pl XXIX, No. 37). Comparable specimens have been reported 
from Amri IIIB (Casal 1964: No. 362) and Lothal B red ware (Rao n.d.: Fig. 83, No. 258). Also com
parable jars at Harappa Cemetery R 37 (Wheeler 1947: 22, XLJ, b) arc the tall flanged rim jars with 
recurved or concave-convex, S-shapc jars with constricted neck and bulging body near the flat base. 
These jars compare in shape to the specimens from Rojdi, .Phase B of Period I (IAR 1958-59: Fig. 9, 
No. 2B, and from the Kali Bangan pol burials (IAR 1%3-64: Fig. 9, No. 26). 

. Examples executed with most complex geometric designs, such as intersecting circles, naturalis
tic or plant motifs, such as pipal leaves, and bird motifs, such as peacock, in black on a polished red 
slip, have been found at Mohenjo-Daro (MacKay 1938: Pl. LXIII, No. 7), Harappa (Wheeler 19�7: 
Fig. 22, Pl. XLI), Lothal A (Rao 1959-60: 158; Rao n.d.: Fig. 41, No. 9), and at Rangpur (IAR 1962-
63: Fig. 19, No. 26). Similar examples, only taller and with less constricted necks, flat bases, and 
less bulging bodies have been recorded at Mohenjo-Daro (Marshall ·1931: No. 314), Chanhudaro 
(MacKay 1943: Pl. XXXV, No. 4), Amri IIIB (Casal 1964: nos. 360 and 361), and at Kot Diji (Khan 
1%5:47; Fig. 11, No. 6). 

Comparable to our Rehman Dhcri examples, but with linear, geometric, and plant motifs, arc 
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Lhe bulbous and spherical shaped vessels from Harappa. (Wheeler 1947: Fig. 23, Pl. XLII, No. 106). 
Elsewhere in Lhe flood plain, Lhe flanged rim vessels occur, in association with Kot Dijian jars at Jalil
pur (Mughal 1973). 

After Rehman Dheri, Kot Diji provides the largest number of flanged rim jars (Khan 1965: Fig. 
11, No. 6; Fig. 13, No. 6: Fig. 14, nos. 6 and 8; Fig. 15, nos. 6-8; Fig. 24, nos. 1 and 20). Fig. 14, No. 8 
is comparable to a specimen from pre-defen ses Harappan levels (Wheeler 1947:94). They occur in 
Amri Period IC (Casal 1964: Fig. 61, No. 18) and JIB, and at the related sites of Pai-Jo-Kolrio and 
Rajo-Dari (Ancient India: No. 5, Fig. 2, 1). 

At Rehman Dheri, flanged rim vessels are confined to Lhe late period RHD III, and do not 
occur below layer 9, except for one doubtful and possibly intrusive specimen (Fig. XXIII, No. 3) 
from layer 18. Chronologically, in our context at Rehman Dheri, Lherefore, these must be regarded 
as a late ceramic characteris tic. Their variations arc: 

Allbl - Slipped or unslipped, undecorated. 

Allb2 - Simple geometric decoration. 

AIIb3 - Complex geometric decoration. 

Albl.1 (Fig. XX, No. 8): 

A jar, wiLh a short, vertical rim and a short ledge, raised obliquely toward the rim. It is a rcJ
buff ware with a creamy slip. It has no addtional decoration, but like most of Lhe flanged rim jars, it 
has been perforated through the ledge and Lhc rim, perhaps for a slring used lo hold the lid. 

Location and contcx1: RHO IIIA, sq. BIV/24, layer 8 .. 

Allbl.1 (Fig. XX, No. 5): 

A jar with a vertical rim and a short ledge, found with iLs lid on. The fabric is coarse and the 
surface, rough and uneven. It is a red-buff ware, apparently unslipped. It has no additional decora
tion. The lid was so tightly held on and so heavily encrusted, perhaps because of salt, that it had to 
be split open. The only thing found inside was a round, black, rolled stone. Was it used as a heating 
device for some liquid, e.g. milk, stored in the jar, or did it have some ritual significance? 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/4, layer 4. 

Alb2.l (Fig. XX, No. 1): 

A jar with a prominent, slightly evcrted rim and equally prominent ledge, with considerable 
. space between the two and Lhe ledge raised obliquely to the rim. It is a red-buff ware wiLh a red slip. · 
The rim and ledge, squarish on top, are decorated wiLh black bands. The interior rim and neck have 
black lines, enclos ing a bright red band. 

Location and contexl: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/5, layer 3. 

Alb2.2 (Fig. XX, No. 2): 

A jar wiLh a short, inturning rim and a prominent ledge, raised obliquely and rclaLivcly closer to 
the rim. It is manufac Lured on a fast wheel, of well lcvigatcd clay, and is fully fired to a red-buff 
ware with a red slip. Black bands occupy Lhe ledge and shoulder. The interior shows a bright red 
band around the rim. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 4. 

Alb2.3 (Fig. XX, No. 4): 

A jar wiLh a short, vertical rim and a short, obliquely raised ledge. It is a red-buff ware wiLh a 
light red slip. It is decorated with black lines around the rim, neck, and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CUI/2)., layer 2. 
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Alb2.4 (Fig. XX, No. 6): 

A jar with a short, straight rim and a short ledge, raised closer and parallel to the rim. It is a 
red-buff ware with a red slip. Black bands decorate the rim, ledge, and shoul der. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FflV/22, layer 6. 

Alb25 (Fig. XX, No. 7): 

A jar with a short, slightly everted rim and a low ledge, raised obliquely toward the rim. It is a 
red-buff ware with a light red slip. It is decorated with black bands around the rim, ledge, and 
shoulder. The interior shows a deep red band around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. BIV/14, layer 3. 

Alb2.6 (Fig. XX,. No. 9): 

A jar with a short, slightly everted rim and a prominent ledge, raised slightly distant but parallel 
to the rim. It is a red-buff ware with a light red slip. It is decorated with black lines around the rim. 
The interior shows a red band around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. CIIl/21, layer 7. 

Alb2.7 (Fig. XX, No. 10): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim and a short ledge, raised obliquely to the rim. It is a red-Luff 
ware with a red slip. Black bands decorate the rim, ledge, and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/21, layer 6. 

Alb2.8 (Fig. XX, No. 12): 

A jar, with a very short, inturning rim and a brief ledge, raised obliquely lo the rim. It is a red
buff ware with a deep red slip. Black lines decorate the rim and ledge. The inte rior shows a black 
and red band around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. BIV/9. layer 3. 

Alb2.9 (Fig. XX, No. 13): 

A jar with a very insignificant rim and ledge. It is a red-buff ware with a bright red slip. Black 
lines decorate the rim and ledge. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. BIV/20, layer 4. Alb2.10 (Fig. XX, No. 16): 

A jar, with a short, vertical rim and a brief ledge, raised obliquely to the rim. It is a red-buff 
ware with a deep red slip. A creamy band decorates the r�m, ledge, and shoulder, decorated with 
dark lines and bands drawn horizontally in straight and wavy patterns. The body has triangles cut 
through it. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. BIV/25, layer 8. 

Allb2.1 (Fig. XX, No. 3): 

A jar, with a very insignificant, inturning rim, and a short, ra�ed, parallel ledge. It is a red-buff 
ware with a light red slip. It is decorated with a black line around the rim. The interior shows a 
bright red band around the rim. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/17, layer 5. 

Allb2.2 (Fig. XX, No. 11): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim and a very �hort ledge, raised obliquely to the rim. It is a rcd
buff ware with a red slip. Black lines decorate the rim, neck, ledge, and shoulder. It is perforated 
through the ledge and rim. 
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Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/19, laycr 5. 

Allb2.3 (Fig. XX, No. 14): 

A jar with an insignificant, vertical rim and a brief ledge, raised obliquely to the rim. It is a rcd
buff ware with a red slip. Black bands decorate the rim, neck, ledge, shoulder, and upper body. The 
interior shows black lines around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIIJ/17, layer 2. 

Allb2.4 (Fig. XX, No. 15): 

A jar with an insignificant, inturning rim and a brief ledge, raised close and obliquely to the rim. 
It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Black bands decorate the rim, ledge, shoulder, and upper body. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, Sq BIV/5, layer 4. 

Type Alb3 and Allb3: 

This type includes flanged rim jars with complex geomet ric designs, such as triangles, squares, 
rectangles, and circles. Most of the subtype Alb3 vessels arc polychrome. 

Alb3.l (Fig. XXI, No. 1): 

A jar with a short, straight rim and a low ledge, with a wide space between them and with the 
ledge raised obliquely to the rim. It is a light red-buff ware with a reel slip. Addition al decoration 
includes dark bands around the rim, ledge, and shoulder, and squares and rectangles over the body, 
alternatingly filled with red and cream colored paste. The squares with red filHng arc further 
decorated with a red cross-hatched pattern. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 3. 

Alb3.2 (Fig. XXI, No. 2): 

A jar with a short, inturning rim and a prominent ledge, raised parallel to the rim. It is a light 
red-buff ware with a light red slip. Additional decoration includes dark bands around the rim, ledge, 
and shoulder, and alternating rectangles in cream and red. The latter arc further decorated with a 
black cross- hatched pattern. The space between the rectangles is filled with a T-shaped symbol 
drawn on a cream surface, in dark colors with light red, oblique strokes. 

Location and context: surface. 

Alb3.3 (Fig. XXI, No. 3): 

A jar with a short, low, inturning rim and a high ledge, raised parallel to the rim. It is a red
buff ware with a dull red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands apd lines around the 
rim, ledge, shoulder, and upper body, enclosing a creamy band, decorated with squares alternately 
filled with a dark brown cross-hatched pattern and bright red crosses. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/21, layer 4. 

Alb3.4 (Fig. XXI, No. 4): 

A jar with a short, low, inturning rim and a high ledge, raised closer and parallel to the rim. It 
is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of dark bands around the rim, 
neck, ledge, and shoulders, and rectangles and squares, alternately filled with cream and light-red. 
The latter have a cross-hatched pattern. The interior shows a black line at the rim and shoulder, and 
a red band around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, laycr 5. 

Alb3.5 (Fig. XXI, No. 5): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim and a ledge raised a slightly away from and obliquely to the rim. 
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It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration includes dark bands around the rim, 
ledge, and shoulder, and squares, filled with black cross-hatched patterns, bright red T-symbols, and 
red dots over a cream band. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. BIV/21, layer 6. 

Aib3.6 (Fig. XXI,No. 6): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim and a ledge raised obliquely to the rim. It is a red-buff ware with 
a red slip. Additional decoration includes black bands around the rim, ledge, and shoulders, and a 
creamy band around the upper body, decorated with squares in dark color filled with a cross
hatched pattern, and squares with red dots at the center. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. BIV/5, layer 5. 

Alb3.7 (Fig. XXI, No. 7): 

A jar with a short, inturning, slightly c'vcrted rim, and a ledge raised parallel to it. It is a rcd
buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim and ledge, 
and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with squares drawn in dark 
color, filled with a bright red cross-hatched pallern and T-symbols. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/14, layer 9. 

Aib3.8 (Fig. xxr, No. 8): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim and a low ledge, raised obliquely to the rim. It is a red-buff ware 
with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of dark brown bands around the ledge and shoulder, 
top and base, and a creamy band enclosing the latter, with registers of two brief horizontal lines and 
three wavy vertical lines in dark brown. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/25, layer 9. 

Aib3.9 (Fig. XXI, No. 9): 

A jar with a slightly cvcrted rim and a low ledge, raised obliquely to the rim. It is a red-buff 
ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black lines around the rim, ledge, and neck, 
and registers of rectangles and squares around the shoulder and upper body, the latter filled with a 
cross- hatched pattern. 

Location and context:.RHD IIIA, sq. BIV/9, layer 7. 

Aib3.10 (Fig. XXII, No. 3): 

A jar fragment with a short, inturning rim and a low ledge, raised obliquely to the rim. It a light 
red-buff ware with a si�1ilar slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim, 
ledge, and neck, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with two 
registers of intersecting half-circles, eye and net patterns of short strokes in dark color. The registers 
arc separated by dark, horizontal, straight and wavy lines. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 

Alb3.11 (Fig. XXII, No. 4): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim and a low ledge raised obliquely to the rim. It is a red-buff ware 
with a light red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands and lines around the rim, ledge, 
and neck, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, with two registers of horizontal 
lines, having loops suspended from the upper line, and interconnected half circles, lozenges with 
dark color cross-hatching, and bright red short strokes, two in each circle. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq .. CIII/21, layer 1. 
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Alb3.12 {Fig. XXII, No. 9): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, slightly everted rim and low ledge, raised obliquely to the rim. 
It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim, 
neck, ledge, and upper shoulder, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated 
with intersec ting circles, eyes, and dark brown cross-hatches and short light red strokes. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/19, layer 5. 

Alb3.13 (Fig. XX:11, No. 11): 

A fragment of a j,1r with a short, slightly everted rim and a short ledge, raised slightly obliquely 
toward the rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration con sists of dark bands 
around the rim, neck, ledge, and shoulder, and a white band around the shoulder and upper body, 
decorated with intersecting circles, eyes, and lozenges filled with dark brown cross-hatching and 
bright red dots. Again, this is a closer example of Mature Harappan. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 1. 

Alb3.14 {Fig. XXIII, No. 1): 

A jar with a very short, stumpy rim and a ledge raised parallel to it. It is a red-buff ware with a 
light red slip. Additional decoration consists of black lines around the rim, ledge, neck, and 
shoulde_r, and a creamy band, enclosed by black lines around the shoulder, decorated with an al
mond, or eye, and net pattern in dark brown. Such designs are naturally the out come of intersecting 
circles. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 3. 

Alb3.15 (Fig. XXIII, No. 2): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, vertical rim and a low ledge, raised obliquely to it. It is a red
buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of dark lines around the rim, ledge, neck, 
and shoulder, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated in dark brown 
with short vertical lines and oval, or eye, motifs with a horizontal stroke in bright red. 

Location and context: RHO IlIB, sq. Cill/21, layer 3. 

Alb3.16 {Fig. XXIII, No. 4): 

A fragment of a jar with a high, sharply outturning rim, a ledge raised obliquely to it, and a wide 
space between the two. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black 
bands around the rim, ledge, and shoulder, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, 
decorated with horizontal lines, connected half circles, with dots inside the lozenges, and dark brown 
cross-hatching. 

Location and context: surface. 

Alb3.17 {Fig. XXIII, No.6): 

A fragment of a jar with a very tiny, inturning rim and a ledge, raised closer and parallel to it. 
It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the ledge, 
black lines around the shoulder, a white band around the shoulder, decorated with triangles and 
white vertical bands with black lines, and small white triangle� and circles with dots, over a dark 
brown background. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/18, layer 5 . 
. 

Alb3.18 (Fig. XXIII, No. 8): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, vertical rim and a ledge, raised obliquely to it. It is a red-buff 
ware with a light red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim, ledge, and 
shoulder, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with connected half 
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circles and lozenges filled with horizontal lines in black. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CHI/21, layer 1. 

Alb3.19 (Fig. XXIII, No. 9): 

A fragment of a jar with short, stumpy rim and a ledge raised closer and parallel to it. It is a 
red-buff ware with a light red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim and 
ledge, and a white band around the shoulder, decorated with black cross-hatched squares with bright 
red T- symbols. 

Location and context: RHO UIB, sq. CIIl/22, layer 5.

A'lb3.20 (Fig. XXIII, No. 11): 

A jar with a short, yertical rim and a ledge, raised obliquely lo it. It is a red-buff ware with a 
red slip. Additio nal decoration consists of black bands around the rim, neck, and ledge, and a 
creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with fish scales in dark color, with 
bright red dots. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. BIV/1, layer 7. 

Alb3.21 {Fig. XXIII� No. 14): 

A jar with a very short, vertical rim and a �edge, raised slightly obliquely to it. It is a red-buff 
ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim, neck, ledge, 
shoulder, and body, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with horizon
tal straight and wavy lines and fish scales in dark color with bright red dots. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. FfIV/22, layer 8. 

Alb3.22 {Fig.· XXXI, No. 2): 

A jar with a short, slightly everted rim and a prominent ledge, raised parallel to it. It is a buff
red ware with a light red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim, ledge, 
neck, and shoulder base, and a creamy band around the shoulder, decorated with dark intersecting 
half circles and eye motifs having .bright red strokes and dark brown, vertical and horizontal, straight 
and wavy lines. 

Location and context: surface. 

Alb3.23 (Fig. XXXI, No.3): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, everted rim and a prominent ledge, raised close and parallel to 
it. It is a red- buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the 
rim and ledge, black lines around the neck and snoulders, and a creamy band around the shoulder 
and upper body, �ecorated with intersecting circles, rectangles with con cave sides, and vertical lines 
and eye motifs in dark color, the last with short strokes in bright red. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/18, layer 1. 

Alb3.24 (Fig. XXXI, No. 4): 

A jar with a vertical rim and a ledge raised obliquely to it. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. 
Additional decoration consists of black lines around the rim, ledge, neck, and upper shoulder, and. a 
creamy band around the shoulder, decorated with cross-hatched squares, with a rosette hanging out 
from one cor ner. The interior shows a light red band, around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHD IIIA, sq. FfIV/4, layer 8. 

Alb3.25 (Fig. XXXI, No. 5): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim and a low ledge, raised obliquely lo it. It is a red-buff ware with 
a red· slip. Addi tional decoration _consists of black bands around the rim, neck, and ledge, and a 
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creamy band around the shoulder, decorated with geometric motifs in dark brown and dots in bright 
red. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. BIV/4, layer 8. 

Alb3.26 (Fig. XXXI, No. 6): 

A fragment of a jar with a very short, stumpy rim and a ledge, raised obliquely lo it. It is a red
buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands and lines around the rim, 
ledge, shoulder lop, and base, and a panel formed by a white horizontal band around the shoulder, 
decorated with black and white triangles, black vertical lines, and an oblique band, showing triangles 
and stylized pipal leaves. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 

Allb3.l {Fig. XXII, No. 1): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, vertical rim and a ledge raised closer and obliquely lo the rim. 
It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim, 
ledge, and shoulder, and a creamy band around the lower shoulder and upper body, decorated with 
what are perhaps intersecting circles, almond or eye motifs, and lozenges with concave sides, filled 
with a cross-hatched or net pattern. 

Location and context: surface. 

Allb3.2 {Fig. XXII, No.5): 

A jar with a short, vertical rim and a prominent ledge, raised parallel lo the rim. It is a red-buff 
ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim, ledge, and 
shoulders, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with intersecting 
circles, lozenges with dark color cross-hatching and brief, horizontal and vertical strokes in bright 
red.· The interior shows a red band around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. BIV/9, layer 8. 

Allb3.3 {Fig. XXII, No. 6): 

A jar with a short, int urning rim and a ledge raised closer and parallel lo the rim. It is a rcd
buff ware with a light red slip. Additional decoration consists of a dark band around the rim, neck, 
and ledge, and a creamish-while band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with intersect
ing circles, T-symbols, and dots in red, and cross-hatched lozenges in light red. 

Location and context: surface. 

Allb3.4 (Fig.XXII, No. 7): 

A fragment of a jar with a very insignificant, inturning rim and a high ledge, raised obliquely to 
the rim. It is a red- buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands and 
lines around the rim, ledge, and shoulders, and a white creamy band around the shoulder and upper 
body, decorated with circles connected through lines, in dark brown. The space between the circles 
is filled with oblique lines, and outside arc crosses. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 2. 

Allb3.5 (Fig. XXII, No. 8): 

A fragment of a jar. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of 
black bands around the ledge, shoulder, and shoulder base, enclosing a creamy band. The band is 
decorated with dark intersecting circles and rectangles or lozenges having white dots and crosses. 
The creamy space outside the lozenges is further filled with bright red strokes or short lines. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 4. 
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Allb3.6 (Fig. XXII, No. 10): 

A jar with a short, inturning rim and a ledge, raised closer and parallel to the rim. It is a red
buff ware with a dull red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands and lines around the 
rim, neck, and shoulder, and intersecting circles, triangles, and lozenges, cross-hatched in dark colors 
and short lines and strokes in bright red. This is the closest example of a flanged rim vessel with Ma
ture Harappan motifs. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/5, layer 3. 

Allb3.7 (Fig. XXII, No. 11): 

A jar with a short, slightly everted rim and a low ledge, raised obliquely to the rim. It is a red
buff ware with a dull red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim and 
ledge, and a .white band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with connected circles filled 
with black and divided into quadrants by black and white crosses. Outside the circles, the space is 
filled with cross-hatching. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. BIV/14, layer 7. 

Allb3.8 (Fig. XXIII, No. 3): 

A jar with a short, inturning rim and a low ledge, raised almost parallel to it, with a wide space 
between the two. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands 
around the rim, ledge, and shoulder, and a white band around the shoulder and upper body, 
decorated with connected circles in black. 

Chronologically, this small piece comes from layer 18, while all the rest occur after layer 9. It 
may therefore be intrusive. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. BIV/9, layer 18. 

Allb3.9 (Fig. XXIII, No. 7): 

A jar with a very insignificant rim and a tiny ledge, raised close and obliquely lo it. It is a red
buff ware with a light red slip. Additional decoration consists of black and deep red bands around 
the body, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with connected half 
circles and dark color cross hatched lozenges. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 1. 

Allb3.JO (Fig. XXIII, No. 10): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, vertical rim and a prominent ledge, raised parallel lo it. It is a 
red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim, ledge, 
and neck, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with intricate linear 
and geometric designs in black and bright red. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 3. 

Allb3.11 (Fig. XXIII, No. 13): 

A fragment of a jar with a short, evcrtcd rim and a prominent ledge drawn parallel Lo it. It is a 
red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the rim, ledge, 
and neck, and a creamy band around the shoulder and upper body, decorated with intersecting 
circles in a dark color. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. FfiV/17, layer 9. 

Allb3.12 (Fig. XXXI, No. 1): 

A jar with a very short, stumpy, inturning rim and a low ledge, raised closer and parallel to it. It
is a red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands and lines around the 
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rim, neck, ledge, shoulder, and body, and a white band around the shoulder and upper body, 
decorated with ovals and half-circles in dark color, with bright red dots and cross-hatched dark lozen
ges. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FOV/22, layer 3. 

Category B - Bowls 

Type Bl - Horizontal Cylindrical Bowls: 

The second category of Rehman Dheri ceramics arc the bowls. These are divided into six main 
types and numerous sub types. The first and most dominant type, BI, are horizontal cylindrical bowls. 
These have everted, flaring, or in rare cases vertical rims, carinated walls, with the carinallion in the 
lower third of the vessel, and ring or disc bases, although occasional ly round bases occur. They arc 
manufactured on a fast wheel, made with well levigatcd clay, and have very fine, thin fabrics. They arc 
uniformly fired, form a predominantly red ware, but red- buff, buffish, and in one case (Fig. XLIX, 
No. 14), grey ware also occur. They arc extremely smooth in texture. Slips are predominantly red, 
but also light pinkish and deep red, sometimes betraying a burnished surface; buffish and buff slips 
also occur. To date, the Gomal Plain has yielded a larger number and variety of these horizontal 
cylindrical bowls than any single region of the "greater Indus Valley'' and its borderland. However, 
they have a very wide distribution in South Asia and have been reported from most Early Bronze Age 
sites in the region in 4th and 3rd millennia B.C. 

At Rehman Dheri the finer variety of this type, Blc, in thin fabric, with the most complex 
geometric, floral, and zoomor phic moti.fs, dominate in the earliest phase, RHD I, of the site. Those 
which arc decorated with simple horizontal bands, or others of a relatively thicker fabric and deep red 
slip, with zoomorphic motifs, dominate in the last phase, RHD III. 

Type Bia: 

This subtype consists of plain bowls, slipped or unslip pcd, with no additional decoration. 

Bia. I (Fig. XVI, No. 5): 

A subtype of Bia bowl with a slight carination near the base, straight walls. and a plain, slightly 
cvertcd rim. It is a red-buff ware with a very fine red slip. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 4. 

Bla.2 (Fig. XLIX, No. 15): 

A subtype similar to the above but with a very sharply pronounced carination and an outcurvcd 
rim. It is a ree:l>-buff ware with a light red slip. 

Location and context: RHD IIIA, sq. BIV/4, layer 7. 

Bla.3 {Fig. XLIX, No. 16): 

A bowl of the same subtype, in buff ware with a very fine buff slip. It has a plain, slightly cvcrlcd 
rim and a very pronounced and projecting ring base, resembling bowls in the Kulli tradition of south 
Baluchistan. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. EII/16, layer 16. 

Type Bib - Burnished Bowls: 

Bib (Fig. XLIX, No. 17): 

This is the only example of this subtype of horizontal cylindrical bowl. It is part of a bowl with 
an outcurvcd rim, in red ware, with an exlfcmciy smooth, almost lustered, burnished red surface. The 
shiny surface of the vessel suggests that it was burnished prior lo the application of the slip. 
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Location and context: RI ID IA, sq. 811/14, layer 20. 

Type Bk: 

Examples of this subtype arc all slipped and additionally decorated with simple geometric 
designs such as incised or paint ed bands. This subtype makes its appearance in the earliest phase, 
RHO I, where it is mostly of thin fabric, with fine red, pinkish-red, or light red slip. I Iowever, in 
general, it domi natcs in the last phase, RHO III, where it is mostly of thick fabric, and in rare cases, 
with deep red slip. 

Blc.J (Fig. XVI, No. 4): 

A bowl with a slight carination near the base, and a short, everted rim. IL has a fine, thin fabric, 
well fired to a red ware, with a fine red slip. It has two black lines at the carination point. The inte
rior shows a red band around the neck and shouklcr, and a black band around the rim. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 4. 

Blc.2 (Fig. XVI, No. 6):

A fragment of a bowl (lower portion missing) with round walls and an outcurved rim. IL has a 
fine, thin fabric, fired lo a red ware, with a deep red slip. IL is decorated with a black band around 
the neck. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. FfiV/23, layer 1. 

Blc.3 (Fig. XVI, No. 7):

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination and an outcun-ing rim, similar in fabric and tex
ture lo the above. IL is decorated with black lines around the rim and shoulder. The interior shows a 
deep red band around the rim and neck, enclosed by thin black lines. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 3. 

Blc.4 (Fig. XVI, No. 12): 

A fragment of a bowl with round walls, an almost bulbous body, slightly constricted neck, and 
short, cvcrted rim. IL is a red-buff ware with a line red- slip. It is decorated with black bands around 
the rim, neck, and shoulder base. The interior shows a deep red band around the rim and neck, and 
a black band around the shoulder base. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

Blc.5 (Fig. XVI, No. 17): 

A fragment of a bowl with a round body and short, cverted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a 
light red slip. It is deco rated with a deep red band around the upper half of the body, with three 
black bands drawn horizontally around the neck, shoul der, and mid-body. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

Blc.6 (Fig. XLVI, No. 1): 

A bowl with slight carination and a plain, short, cvcrted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a deep 
red slip. It has black bands around the rim and body. The interior shows black bands around the 
neck and shoulder. 

Location and context: RIID IIIA, sq. BIV/4, layer 8. 

Blc.7 (Fig. XLVI, No. 3): 

A bowl with slight carination and an c\'crted rim, in red- buff ware, with a red slip. It has black 
bands around the extc rior rim top shoulder, and a red band around the interior rim, neck, and 
shoulder. 
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Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Fo/13, layer 2. 

Blc.8 (Fig. XLVI, No. 4): 

A bowl with slight carination and a slightly evertcd rim, in red-buff ware, with a red slip. It 
shows incised bands around the exterior rim and incised bands around the interior rim and shoulder 

base. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. FfiV/23, layer 4. 

Blc.9 (Fig. XLVI, No. 5): 

A bowl with slight carination, in red-buff ware, with a red slip. It has a black band around the 
exterior rim and a red band, enclosed by black bands, around the interior rim, neck, and shoulder. 

Location and context: RIID m, sq. IllV/25, layer 13. 

Blc.10 (Fig. XLVIII, No. 1): 

A bowl with carination near the base, straight, slightly tapering walls, and a \'ertical rim. It is a 
red-buff ware with a deep red slip, decorated with a black band around the rim. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. EIII, layer l. 

Blc.11 (Fig. XLVIIJ, No. 2): 

A bowl, carinated above the base, with concave walls, and a slightly cvcrted rim, in red-buff 
ware, with a fine red slip. It has two black bands around the rim and black bands above the carina
tion point. The interior shows a black band around the shoulder base. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. FflV/22, layer 3. 

Blc. 12 (Fig. XLVIII, No. 3): 

A bowl, sharply carinatcd above the base, with concave walls, and a straight , vertical rim. It is 
a red-buff ware with a red slip, <lecoratcd with a black band aroun<l thc rim anti a black band around 
the carination point. The interior shows a red band, enclosed by black bands, around the rim and 
shoulder base. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. EIII/21, layer 3. 

Blc.13 (Fig. XLVIIJ, No. 4): 

A bowl, carinalcd just above the base, with concave walls and a flaring rim. It is a red-buff 
ware with a red slip, decorated with black bands around the rim an<l above the carinat ion. The inte

rior shows black bands around the rim and al the carination point, and incised lines around the body. 

Location and context: RIID Jllll, sq. Elll/22, layer l. 

Blc.14 (Fig. XLVIII, No. 5): 

A bowl, carinatcd al the lower part of the body, with concave walls, a plain, flaring, rim, and a 
disc base. It is a red-buff ware with a dark brown or chocolate slip, having black and red bands al 

the carination point. The interior shows a deep red band, enclosed by black bands, around the neck 
and shoulder, as well as incised lines around the carination point and the upper body. 

Location and context: RIID lllll, sq. IllV/9, layer 6. 

Blc.15 (Fig.XLVIII, No. 6): 

A bowl, sharply carinated above the base, with a straight, vertical rim. Jt is a red-buff ware with 
a red slip, decorated with a black band around the rim and black and deep red bands at the carina
tion. The interior shows a deep red band, enclosed by black bands al the rim and shoulder base. 

Location and context: RIID lllll, sq. Elll/21, layer 1. 
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Blc.16 (Fig. XLVIII, No. 7): 

A bowl with carination above the base and a short, ever ted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a red 
slip, decorated with black bands at the exterior rim, mid-body, anti carination point, and with black 
bands around the interior rim, shoulder, and carination point. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4. 

Blc.17 (Fig. XLVIII, No. 8): 

A bowl similar in shape to No. 7. It is a red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with black 
bands around the exterior rim and carination point, and around the interior rim and shoul der. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4. 

Blc.18 (Fig. XLVIII, No. 9): 

A bowl with a slight carination near the round base, and straight, vertical walls and rim. It is a 
red-buff ware with a bright red slip, decorated with black bands around the exterior rim and carina
tion point, and with a red band enclosed by black bands around the rim and shoulder. 

Location and context: RI ID 18, sq. IllV/4, layer 4. 

Blc.19 (Fig. XLVIII, No. 10): 

A bowl with a sharp carination near the base, upward tapering walls, and a straight, vertical rim. 
It is a red-buff ware with a light red slip, and has a black band around the carination point. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. Elll/21, layer 1. 

Blc.20 (Fig. XLVIII, No. 11): 

A bowl with a slight carination near the base, and straight, vertical walls and rim. It is a retl
buff ware with a dull red slip, decorated with black bands around the exterior rim and body, and with 
a black band around the interior rim and shoulder, enclosing a red band. 

Location and context: RIID IIIA, sq. BIV/19, layer 7. 

Blc.21 (Fig. L, No. 17): 

A bowl with straight, vertical walls and rim. It is a fine, red-buff ware with a bright red, almost 
polished, slip, decorated with incised lines at the rim, neck, and shouklcr. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. Elll/21, layer 1. 

Blc.22 (Fig. LV, No. 7): 

A bowl with a sharp earination and a very short, everted rim. It is a red-buff ware with a fine, 
thin fabric, and a light tan slip. Decoration consists of an incised, wavy line pattern similar to the 
comb motif, and black bands around the rim and at the carination point. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. BIV/9, layer 20. 

Type Bid: 

This subtype includes bowls with panels, formed by red, cream, or white bands, decorated with 
simple geometric motifs. 

Bld.1 (Fig. XLVI, No. 2): 

A bowl with a slight carination anti a short, everted, flat topped rim. IL is red ware with a red 
slip, decorated with black bands over a panel formed by a white horizontal band around the neck 
and shoulder. The interior shows a red band around the rim, neck, and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/l6, layer 2. 
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Bld.2 {Fig. XLVI, No. 6): 

A bowl with a slight carination, a slightly cverte<l rim, an<l a disc base. IL is in red-buff ware 
with a "rc<l slip, deco rated with a panel formed by a while paste band around two-thirds or the body, 
enclosed by black bands. 

Location and context: RI ID IA, sq. BIV/19, layer 20. 

Type Blc: 

In this subtype we have horizontal cylindrical bowls decorated with complex geometric, Ooral, 
or zoomorphic motifs. These arc printed directly on a slipped surface, or on panels formed by bands 
of cream, red, or white paste. 

Ble.l (Fig. XLVII, No. 1): 

A bowl with an outcurving rim. It is in red ware with a dark brown slip. Decoration consists of 
black bands, inlcrconnec Lc<l half circles with black <lots inside, an<l lozenges with thin, oblique lines, 
over a panel formed by a white horizontal band around the neck and shoulder. The interior shows a 
dark brown band around the rim, neck, an<l shoulder, enclosed by black bands. 

Location an<l context: RIID IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 16. 

Ble.2 {Fig. XLVII, No. 2): 

A bowl with a slight carinalion, an<l a short, cvertcd rim. It is in red-buff ware with a dark 
brown slip, <lccoratc<l with black bands along the rim an<l shoul<lcr base, enclosing a panel formed by 
a white paste ban<l. The panel is <lecoratc<l with inverted, connected half circles and lozenges in 
dark brown. The interior shows a black ban<l around the rim, neck, and shoulder. 

Location and context: RI ID IB, sq. EIJl/21, layer 14. 

Ble.3 {Fig. XLVII, No. 5): 

A bowl with a short, cvcrtcd rim. It is in rc<l-buff ware with a buflish-rc<l slip, decorated with 
black bands at the rim and shoulder base that enclose a panel formed hy a white paste band. The 
panel is decorated with wavy lines in dark brown. The decoration is incomplete since only a small 
fragment of the vessel is available. The interior shows plum red bands around the rim and neck. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. BIV/4, layer 4. 

Blc.4 (Fig. XLVII, No. 6): 

A bowl, slightly c;uinatcd, and with a slightly evcrte<l rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip, 
decorated with a comb motif drawn on a crcam-colore<l background in dark brown outline. 

Location and context: RIID IB, sq. BIV/1..J, layer 15. 

Blc.5 {fig. XLIX, No. 1): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carinalion, slightly rounde<l walls, and an e,·crted rim. It is in 
red-buff ware with a red slip. Decoration consists of a dark brown band around the rim, an<l T-sym
bols, stepped squares and rectangles with cross- hatching in the same color, o,·er a panel of white 
paste that covers most of the upper body. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. fflV/16, layer 2. 

Blc.6 (Fig. XLIX, No. 2): 

A fragmcqt of a bowl with a slight earination, and straight, ,·crtical walls and rim. It is in rcd
buff ware with a rc<l slip, decorated with white vertical bands in black outline and a complex 
geometric symbol in black outline an<l white fill ing. 

Location an<l context: RIID 1118, sq. rflV/22, layer 3. 
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Blc.7 (Fig. XLIX, No. 3): 

A fragment of a bowl with a earinalion near the base, upward tapering walls, and a plain, 
everlec.l rim. IL is in rec.I- buff ware with a rec.I slip, c.lecoralec.l with a design drawn in dark outline, 
with while filling, showing inverted, sleppec.l lriangles. 

Location an<l context: RI ID II, sq. IlIV/14, layer 9. 

Blc.8 (f'ig. XLIX, No. 4): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carinalion and a plain, flaring rim. IL is in rcJ-buff ware with 
a very smooth reJ slip. IL is JecoratcJ with black bane.ls around the rim and shoulder, and what np
pear lo be stepped rectangles over a panel formed by a white paste band. The interior shows a 
bright red band enclosed in black bane.ls around the rim and shoulder. 

Location and context: RIID 11113, sq. Fo/23, layer 2. 

Blc.9 (Fig. XLIX, No. 5): 

A bowl with a slight carination and a short, cvertcd rim. IL is in red-buff ware with a line, thin 
fabric, and a smooth red slip. It is c.lceorated with black bands and stepped squares and rectangles, 
in black outline lilied with black vertical lines, over a white surface. 

Location amt context: RIID 11113, sq. BIV/9, layer 1. 

Blc.10 (Fig. XLIX, No. 6): 

A fragment of a bowl, similar in shape, texture, ware, slip, and painted design lo the above. It 
differs in the inte rior, which shows a red band enclosed by black bands around the rim and shoulder. 

Location and context: RI ID 113, sq. BIV/..i, layer 15. 

Blc.11 (Fig. XLIX, No. 8): 

A fragment of a bowl, with round walls and a short, everted rim. It is in rec.I-buff ware with a 
deep rec.I slip, deco ralcc.l with a black ban<l around the rim and a cross in black outline, with white 
filling, and c.lccoratec.l with another small black cross. The interior shows a bright red band cnclosc<l 
by black bane.ls. 

Location an<l context: RI ID 113, sq. BIV/9, layer 13. 

Blc.12 (Fig. XLlX, No. 9): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination and an almost straight, vertical rim. It is in red
buff ware with a deep red slip, decorated with a black band around the rim and an arrow in black 
outline and white filling. 

Location an<l context: RI ID 113, sq. BIV/19, layer 13. 

Blc.13 (Fig. L, No. 1): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination and a flaring rim. IL is in red-buff ware with a deep 
red slip. It is decorated with black bands around the rim and carination point, enclosing a white 
paste band decorated with connected lozenges and semi-circles drawn in dark brown. The space in 
the lozenges is lille<l with dark brown oblique lines, and the semi-circles arc filled with bright red 
dots. The interior shows a bright red ban<l around the rim, neck, and shoulder, an<l a black band al 
the rim lop. 

Location an<l context: RI ID 11113, sq. Ell l/21, layer I. 

Ble. 14 (Fig. L, No. 2): 

A bowl with a carination near the base, a disc base, and a flaring rim. It is in red-buff ware with 
a rec.I slip, decorated with dark brown intersecting semi-circles, flanked registers, decorated with 
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dark brown oblique lines, over a cream colored panel enclosed by black bands. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. BIV/4, layer 4. 

Blc.15 (Fig. L, No. 3): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination and a short, cvcrte<l rim. It is in red-buff ware 
with a red slip, <lccoratc<l with a black band around the carination point. Above this, lozenges and in· 
vcrtcd semi-circles arc drawn in black outline, and the space between the lozenges is cross-hatched. 
The interior shows a red band around the shoulder, enclosed by black bands. 

Location and context: surface. 

Blc.16 (Fig. L, No. 6): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination near the base, slightly upward tnpcring walls, and 
a straight, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip, <lccoratc<l with a black band al the 
carination point and inverted semi-circles and lozenges in <lark brown. The space between the lozen
ges is cross· hatched an<l thc circles have <lots in bright red color. 

Location and context: RHO 11, sq. BIV/9, layer 11. 

Blc.17 (Fig. L, No. 7): 

A fragment of a bowl with a carination near the base and a flaring rim. It is in red-buff ware 
with a rc<l slip, decorated with black bands around the rim and carination point that enclose a panel, 
formed by a creamy band, decorated with semi-circles in <lark brown outline, filled with bright red. 
The space between the connected semi-circles is filled with wavy lines. Above these, short horizontal 
strokes in bright red and vertical lines in <lark brown have been drawn. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. Fo/13, layer 4. 

Blc.18 (Fig. L, No. 8): 

A fragment of a bowl with a carination near the base and a slightly outcurving rim. It is in rc<l
buff ware with a red slip. Decoration consists of black bands around the rim and near the carination, 
enclosing a panel formed by a creamy band. The panel has intersecting circles, filled with cross-hatch· 
ing and bright red strokes. The interior shows a deep rc<l band around the rim, neck, and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO 11, sq. BIV/25, layer 11. 

Blc.19 (Fig. L, No. 9): 

A fragment of a bowl with a carination near the base and a short, e\'ertc<l rim. It is in rc<l ware 

with a rc<l slip. The entire body shows a panel of white paste, <livi<lc<l into two rcgis tcrs by black 
bands. The lower register is <lccoratc<l with black wavy bands, and the upper register, with inverted 
semi-circles and lozenges in black. The lozenges arc filled with cross· hatching while the semi-circles 
contain smaller semi-circles in bright rc<l. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 11. 

Blc.20 (Fig. L, No. 10): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination, almost straight, vertical walls, and a short, c\'ertc<l 
rim. It is in rc<l-buff ware with a rc<l slip, decorated with bright red semi- circles, drawn in a black, 
from which extend radial lines and bright rc<l <lots. Similar designs occur on some Kali Bangan pol· 
tcry (Thappar 1969). The interior has a bright red band enclosed by black bands around the rim and 
shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO 11, sq. BIV/24, layer 9. 

Blc.21 (Fig. L, No. 11): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly outcurving rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. Black 
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bands around the rim and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a white paste bane.I, c.lecoratec.l 
with black vertical lines anc.l two intersecting, wavy lines which form four inverted, anc.l connected, 
stepped designs. These contain bright red dots or short strokes. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

Ble.22 (Fig. L, No. 12): 

A fragment of a bowl with a carination near the base anc.l a short, evcrtec.1 rim. It is in rec.I-buff 
ware with a red slip, decorated with a black cross-hatched pattern, enclosed by two black bands 
around the rim and carination point. 

Location and co.ntext: RHO 18, sq. BIV/4, layer 15. 

Ble.23 (Fig. L, No. 13): 

A fragment of a bowl with a very sharp carination near the base and a flaring rim. It is in rc<l
buff ware with a rec.I slip, decorated with straight vertical and wavy horizontal bands in black, 
enclosed by black bands at the rim and carination point. The interior shows black bands around the 
rim and shoulder base. 

Location and context: surface. 

Ble.24 (Fig. L, No. 14): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination and a flar ing rim. I� is in red-buff ware with a 
deep red slip, decorated with a black band around the rim and a swastika in black. The interior 
shows black bands at the rim and shoulder base. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 14. 

Ble.25 (Fig. L, No. 15): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination and a short, everted rim. It is in red ware with a 
deep red slip, decorated with a black band around the rim top and black and white swastikas. The 
interior has black bands at the rim and shoulder base. 

Location and context: ·RHO 11, sq. BIV/14, layer 11. 

Ble.26 (Fig. L, No. 16): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly evertec.l rim. It is in red ware with a deep rec.I slip, 
decorated with a black band at the rim, and with part of what appears to be a swastika. The interior 
shows a red band enclosed by black bands. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 16. 

Ble.27 (Fig. LI, No. 1): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination and a slightly evertcc.l rim. It is in rec.I-buff ware 
with a <lark brown slip. Black bands around the rim anc.l shoulder base enclose a white paste band, 
depicting a carnivore, perhaps a wolf, with open mouth and teeth bared for attack. It has a white tail 
in black outline, black hindquarters anc.l rear legs, white boc.ly with black spots, and a black head anc.l 
neck. Although the animal is shown in profile, two eyes arc shown together. The open mouth and 
teeth give the animal a ferocious look. The interior shows a red band enclosed by black bands 
around the rim anc.l shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. BIV/4, layer 19. 

Blc.28 (Fig. LI, No. 2): 

A fragment of a bowl with a carination near the base. It is in rec.I-buff ware with a red slip. A 
black band decorates the carination point, above which is depicted an clongatcc.l, thin animal with a 
thin, pointed tail, its hindquarters anc.l lcgs drawn in black outline with white lilting. 
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Localion and conlcxl: RIID 18, sq. Ell/16, layer 16. 

Ble.29 (Fig. LT, No. 3): 

A fragment of a bowl wilh an oulcurving rim. IL is in red-buff ware wilh a deep red slip, 
dccoralcd wilh a black band around Lhc rim. The fragment shows lhe hindquarlcrs of an animal wiLh 
a poinlcd Lail, drawn in black, wilh while spols, and black dols in lhc ccnlcrs. The inlcrior shows a 
black band al Lhc rim lop, below which a red band covers Lhc cnlirc rim and shoulder. 

Localion and conlcxl: RIID 11, sq. BIV/23, layer 12. 

Blc.30 (Fig. LT, No. 4): 

A fragmcnl of a bowl wilh a pear-shaped body and a sligh tly cvcrlcd rim. Il is in red ware, of 
fine, lhin fabric, wilh an almosl polished red slip. An eagle is depiclcd in black oullinc filled with 
while; lhc head is black wilh a round, while eye. The inlcrior shows black bands al lhc rim and 
shoulder base. 

Localion and conlexl: RIID IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 16. 

Blc.31 (Fig. LT, No. 6): 

A fragmenl of whal is probably a Blc lypc bowl wilh a slight carinalion and walls lapering up
ward. IL is in red-buff ware wilh a red slip. Black lines arc drawn around Lhc carinal ion point. 
Above lhis, on a brighl red background, an eagle is dcpiclcd in slylizcd form, in a black and while 
pallern. Like lhe animal above, lwo eyes arc shown logelhcr. 

Localion and conlexl: RIID IB, sq. IV/14, layer 16. 

Blc.32 (Fig. LT, No. 7): 

A fragment of a bowl wilh an oulcurving rim. IL is in red-buff ware, wilh a fine, Lhin fabric, and 
a fine, almost polished red slip. Floral molifs arc depiclcd in black, wilh flower pclals drawn in 
black oullinc filled wilh while. The inlcrior shows a black band al Lhe rim and a brighl red band 
around lhc neck and shoulder. 

Localion and conlcxl: surface. 

Blc.33 (Fig. LT, No. 8): 

A fragmcnl of a bowl wilh a flaring rim. IL is in red ware, wilh a fine, Lhin fabric and an almosl 
polished red slip. The surface dcpicls a floral molif showing slems and petals in black oulline wiLh 
while filling. The inlcrior shows black bands al lhc rim lop and base. 

Localion and conlexl: RHO IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 13. 

Blc.34 (Fig. LI, No. 9): 

A fragmcnl of a bowl wilh a flaring rim. ll is in red ware wilh a fine, Lhin fabric and an almosl 
polished red slip. The surface dcpicls lhrce pelals, horiozonlally drawn in black ouLlinc wilh while 
filling, wilh black slcms. The inlerior shows black bands al lhe rim lop and base 

Localion and conlexl: RIID 18, sq. BIV/14, layer 14. 

Blc.35 (Fig. LT, No. 11): 

A fragmenl of a bowl wilh a slighl carinalion and a flaring rim. ll is in red ware, wiLh a fine, 
Lhin fabric, and a deep red slip. ll is decorated wilh a black band around lhe rim and carinalion 
point, and a floral molif wilh a black slem alla chcd lo a pelal or leaf in black oulline wilh while fill
ing and a black line in Lhe middle. The inlerior shows black bands al Lhe rim Lop and base. 

Localion and conlexl: surface. 
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Blc.36 (Fig. LI, No. 12): 

A fragment of a bowl with a straight, vertical rim. ll is in red-buff ware, with a line thin fabric, 
and an almost polished red slip, on which is depicted a petal in black oulline wilh white filling. The 
interior shows black bands at lhe rim lop and base. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. EIII/21, layer 14. 

Blc.37 (Fig. LT, No. 13): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination and an everted rim. IL is in red ware with a red 
slip. Decoralion consisls of black bands around Lhe rim and carinalion point, and floral molifs of 
Lhree branches wilh round flowers in black. The inlerior has black bands al Lhe rim lop and base. 

Location and context: RI ID IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 14. 

Blc.38 (Fig. LT, No. 14): 

A fragment of a bowl with an everled rim. IL is in red ware with a red slip, decorated wilh a 
roselle molif in black ouLline with while filling, and a black band around Lhe rim lop. The inlerior 
shows a black band al Lhc rim lop. 

Localion and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/19, layer 17. 

Blc.38A (Fig. LT, No. 15): 

A bowl wilh a slightly everlcd rim. IL is a red ware wilh a line fabric, and a red slip. The ex
terior is decorated with a black band around the rim and a deep red band below depicted with a 
roselle. The inlerior shows a bright red band and a black band al Lhe rim lop, and has Lwo incised 
bands around the body. 

Location and conlexl: RI-ID II, sq. FfiV/23, layer 12. 

Blc.39 (Fig. Liii, No. 1): 

A fragment of a bowl wilh a slighl carinalion near the base and a flaring rim. IL is in red ware, 
with a fine, Lhin fabric and a red slip. IL is decoralcd with while verlical and oblique bands, ouLlined 
in black, wilh a black wavy line drawn over Lhe lallcr. The inlcrior shows black lines around Lhe rim 
and shoulder base, enclosing a brighl red band . 

• 

Localion and context: RHO IB, sq. IllV/25, layer 13. 

Blc.40 (Fig. Liii, No. 2): 

A fragment of a bowl wilh a short·, slighlly cvcrted rim. IL is in red ware wilh a red slip. Decora
tion conisls of while verlical bands oullined in black, with black bands in Lhc middle, beside a pclal, 
in black oulline wilh while filling. The inlc rior has a brighl red band around Lhe rim, neck, and 
shoulder. 

Localion and conlexl: RIID IB, sq. IllV/4, layer 16 . 
. 

Blc.41 (Fig. LIIJ, No. 3): 

A (ragmenl of a bowl with a low carinalion near the base, straight walls, and an everlcd rim. IL 
is in red ware with a red slip. Decoration consists of while vertical bands in black outline, with black 
bands in the middle, and black bands around the rim and carinalion point. The interior shows a 
black band around the rim lop and an incised line around the base. 

Localion and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 16. 

Blc.42 (Fig. Lill, No. 4): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly outcurvcd rim. IL is in red-buff ware with a red slip,. 
decorated with black and white vertical bands, and an oblique while band, outlined in black, with a 
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black, wavy band in the middle. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. BIV/25, layer 18. 

Ble.43 (Fig. LlII, No. 6): 

A fragment of a bowl with a carination near the base and an outcurving or flaring rim. It is in 
red-buff ware with a fine, red slip. It is decorated with two white, vertical bands, outlined in black, 
an oblique while band, also outlined in black, with black wavy lines in the middle. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

Blc.44 (Fig. LIII, No. 7): 

A fragment of a bowl with plain, incurving walls, and a very short, cvcrlcd rim. It is in red-buff 
ware, with a fine, thin fabric and a light red slip. It is decorated with two thick white bands, outlined 
in black, drawn obliquely from the rim in a triangular configuration, with straight and wavy lines 
drawn over the white surface. 

Location and context: surface. 

Ble.45 (Fig. Liii, No. 8): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination, gradually inward tapering walls, and a short, 
cvertcd rim. It is red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with an oblique white band, outlined in 
black, and with an oblique black line in the middle. A white loop outlined in black, also with a black 
line through the middle, "hangs" from the rim. The interior shows a black band al the rim, and a 
black line at the shoulder base which enclose a bright red band around the neck and shoulder. 

Location and context: RIIO 18, sq. BIV/19, layer 14. 

Ble.46 (Fig. Lill, No. 9): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly outcurving rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. It is 
decorated with a vertical white band showing black vertical lines (missing), and an oblique white 
band with straight and wavy oblique lines in black. The decoration probably was meant, like No. 44, 
lo rcprc sent a triangular configuration. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. BIV/14, layer 20. 

Blc.47 (Fig. Liii, No. 10): • 

A bowl with a slightly everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a light red slip, decorated with an 
oblique white band over which arc drawn straight and wavy lines in black, perhaps part of a trian
gular configuration, as on nos. 44 and 46. 

Location and context: RHO 11, sq. BIV/14, layer 12. 

Blc.48 (Fig. Liii, No. 11): 

A fragment of a bowl with an outcurving rim. It is in red-buff ware with a buflish-red slip. A 
panel of white paste forms the background for complex geometric designs, composed of inverted tri
angles in black and bright red, and three black wavy bands, running obliquely down from the rim. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. FfiV/16, layer 19. 

Ble.49 (Fig. Lill, No. 12): 

A fragment Ble type bowl with an outcurving rim. It is red-buff ware with a red slip. A panel 
of white is decorated with oblique red bands, enclosing four dark wavy lines. 

Locat1on and context: RIIO IB, sq. EII/16, layer 17. 

Blc.50 (Fig. Lill, No. 13): 
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A fragment of a bowl with a carination near the base and a straight, vertical rim. It is in rcd
buff ware with a line, thin fabric, _and a red slip. Decoration consists of a black band at the carina
tion point and a floral motif in black outline with white filling. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. Eil/16, layer 10. 

Ble.51 (Fig. LIII, No. 14): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly outcurved rim. It is in red-buff ware with an almost 
polished red slip. It is dccora tcd with black inverted triangles over a white surface, and with what ap
pears to be a floral motif in black outline with white filling. The motif may also be mistaken for a 
stylized head of a horned deity. 

Location and context: RHO 18, sq. EII/16, layer 15. 

Blc.52 {Fig. Liii, No. 15): 

A bowl with a sharp carination and a slightly cvcrtcd rim. It is in red-buff ware with a buflish
rcd slip. It is decorated with black bands around the rim and carination cnclos ing a panel formed 
by a creamy white band. The panel is dccora led with two chevrons in black. The interior shows 
black lines around the rim, body, and carinalion point, and a bright red band around the neck and 
shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO 18, sq. BIV/9, layer 17. 

Ble.53 {Fig. Liii, No. 16): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly outcurving rim. It is in red ware with a fine, red slip. 
Decoration consists of inverted triangles formed by thin red bands, from which black triangles arc 
suspended over a creamy surface. Thick red bands, drawn obliquely, separate the triangles into 
registers. 

Location and context: RIID 18, sq. BIV/19, layer 16. 

Blc.54 (Fig. Liii, No. 17): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly cvcrted rim. It is in red ware with a fine, red �lip. A panel 
formed by white bands is divided into two registers, one showing straight and oblique lines, and the 
other, connected triangles. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 15. 

B!c.55 (Fig. Liii, No. 18): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carinalion and a plain, slightly outcurving rim. It is in red 
ware with a fine red slip, decorated with black bands around the carination point and rim, and a 
white oblique band, outlined in black. The band is decorated with two wavy bands in black. The in
terior shows a black band at the rim and a red band below it. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. Elll/22, layer 15. 

Type Ble.56-61 - Fish Bowls: 

Type 'BJc (56-61) represents the fish decoration which is distinctly unique lo Rehman Dhcri and 
to date has not been rcco vcrcd from any other Bronze Age site in South Asia. The motifs arc 
rendered in black outline with white filling, and the bowls represented arc of fine red ware with an al
most polished red slip. There arc indications that the white paste is fugitive and was perhaps applied 
after firing. Fish motifs arc also drawn on a dish on stand from Lewan, Bannu (pl. XVIII). 

Blc.56 (Fig. LI, No. 10): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination near the base and a slightly outcurvcd rim. It is in 
red ware with deep red slip. It is decorated with a black band al the carination point, and shows the 
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tail of a typical "Rehman Dhcri fish", in black outline with while filling. 
Location and context: RIID IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 15. 

Ble.57 (Fig. LIV, No. l; pl. XVIA): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination, inward tapering walls, and a slightly cvcrlcd rim. 
IL is in red-buff ware, with a fine, thin fabric, and a deep red, almost polished slip. The rcd slip was 
perhaps flaked off into a wavy pattern and the fish, in black outline with white filling and three wavy 
lines in the middle, is drawn over this pattern. The three wavy lines arc eonsidcrcd a symbol for flow
ing water in Near Eastern mythology. Black bands arc drawn around the rim and al the carination 
point. 

Location and context: RIID BI, sq. BIV/25, layer 15. 

Blc.58, 59, and 60 {Fig. LIV, nos. 2, 3, anc.l 4): 

These arc fragments of bowls with slightly oulcurving rims. They arc in rc<l ware with a very line 
rc<l slip, and arc <lecoraled with "Rehman Dhcri fish" in black outline with white filling. The 
skeletons of the fish arc dcpiclc<l in "X-ray" fash ion, an<l the two eyes arc shown together. Ble.58 
{fig. LIV, No. 2): 

Location an<l context: RIID IB, scj. BIV/19, layer 15. 

Blc.59 (Fig. LIV, No. 3): 

Location an<l context: RIID IA, sq. BIV/4, layer 20. 

Blc.60 (Fig. LIV, No. 4; pl. XVJB): 

Location an<l context: RIID 18, sq. BIV/25, layer 15.

Blc.61 {Fig. LIV, No. 5): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly carinatcd, almost round, body an<l a slightly outcurving rim. 
It is in red ware with an almost polished red slip, decorated with a "Rehman Dhcri fish" in black out
line and white, perhaps fugitive, filling, depicted in "X-ray" fashion, and with two eyes shown together. 

Location and context: RIID IB, sq. BIV/19, layer 13. 

Ble.62 (Fig. LV, No. 1): 

A bowl with a sharp carinalion an<l a slightly oulcurvcd rim. It is in re<l-buff ware with a bright 
re<l slip. It has <lark brown ban<ls aroun<l the rim an<l shoulder base, enclosing a panel formed by a 
while band, decorated with three <lark brown horizon lal bands below three dark brown, wavy bands, 
flanked by over a <lozcn vertical ban<ls in light tan. The interior has a bright re<l ban<l around the 
neck an<l shouklcr, and a black ban<l aroun<l the rim. 

Location an<l context: RIID 18, sq. BlV/25, layer 15.

Blc.63 {Fig. LY, No. 2): 

A fragment of a bowl with an cvcrled rim. It is in red ware with a red slip, <lecorale<l with dark 
brown bands around the rim, below which is an invcrl<l triangle, filled with oblique lines,and chev
rons in light an<l <lark brown over a creamy surface. 

Location and context: RHO 18, sq. Bl V/25, layer 15. 

Blc.64 (Fig. LV, No. 3): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination near the base and an e\'crlcd rim. It is in re<l-buff 
ware with a buflish slip, decorated in chocolate or <lark brown linear and geometric designs, consist

ing of triangles an<l rectangles, filled with wavy bands and bor<lere<l by bands outlined in the same 
color and filled with short horizontal lines. 
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Location and context: RIID 18, sq. BIV/14, layer 14. 

Blc.65 (Fig. LV, No.4): 

A bowl with a ring base, carination, and slightly outcur ving rim. It is in red ware with a creamy 
while slip, decorated, like No. 1, with dark brown or chocolate horizontal, vertical, and wavy bands. 

Location and context: RIID 18, sq. BIV/25, layer 15. 

Blc.66 (Fig. LV, No. 4A): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination and an outcurving rim. It is in red ware with a red 
slip, decorated with a series of oblique bands, in black outline, filled with thin oblique lines in light 
red, and oblique bands in deep red, over a creamy surface. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

Blc.67 (Fig. LV, No. 5): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination and an outcurving rim. It is in red ware, with a 
fine, thin fabric, and an almost polished deep red slip, <lccoratc<l with a panel formed by a white 
band, with black circles. 

Location and context: RIID IB, sq. Ell, layer 16. 

Blc.68 (fig. LV, No. 6): 

A fragment of a bowl with an outeurving rim. It is in red ware with a red slip. The neck and en
tire shoulder arc covered with a white paste panel decorated with black loops hanging from the rim, 
and with wavy bands. The interior shows a black band al the rim, and a bright red band below it. 

Location and context: RIID IB, sq. BIVH, l;1ycr 17. 

Blc.69 (fig. LV, No. 8): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination and an outcurving rim. It is in red ware with a red 
slip. Decoration, applied over a creamy surface, consists of vertical bands in <lark brown filled with a 
loght red cross-hatched pattern, nankcd by wavy, oblique and vertical bands in light brown. 

Location and context: RI ID IA, sq. BIV/9, layer 20. 

Blc.70 (Fig. LV, No. 11): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination and an outcurving rim. It is in red-buff ware with a 
red slip. Black wavy lines around the rim and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a white band 
with black wa\'y lines. 

Location and context: RIID IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 17. 

Blc.71 (Fig. LV, No.12): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination above the base and a slightly outturne<l rim. It is 
in red-buff ware with a light red slip. Black bands around the rim and carination point enclose a 
panel formed by two black, wavy, oblique lines nanking a white paste band. The band is decorated 
with a bright red wavy band in the middle. The interior has black bands around the rim, enclosing a 
bright red band. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. EJl/16, layer 16. 

Blc.72 (Fig. LV, No. 13): 

A bowl with a disc base, straight walls, and a slightly evcrtc<l rim. It is in red-buff ware, with a 
<lull red slip, deco rated with vertical and oblique bands in black outline. 

Location and context: RIID IA, sq. BIV/9, layer 18. 
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Blc.73 (Fig. LV, No. 14): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carination and an outcurving rim. It is in red-buff ware with 
an almost polished red slip. Black bands around the rim and carination point enclose two white verti
cal bands in black outline. The interior shows black bands around the rim top and shoulder base, 
enclosing a bright red band. 

Location and context: RHO IJ, sq. Ell/16, layer 11. 

Blc.74 (Fig. LV, No. 15): 

A bowl with an elegant ring base, straight walls, and an insignificant, evertcd rim. It is in red 
ware with a light red slip, decorated with vertical bands in black outline and while filli"ng, a black 
band around the rim, and an oblique black band across the body. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/14, layer 17. 

Blc.75 (Fig. LV, No. 16): 

A fragment of a bowl with tapering walls, and an almost vertical rim. It is in red ware, with a 
fine, thin fabric, and an almost polished red slip. It is decorated with stepped designs in black outline 
with while filling and a black line in the middle, meeting a stem or vertical band drawn in black out
line and while filling with black lines. 

Location and context: RIIO IA, sq. BIV/14, layer 20. 

The next fifteen specimens (Fig. LVI) illustrate zoomor phic motifs, e.g. a snake, scorpions, and 
horned animals. 

Blc.76 (Fig. LVI, No. 1): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly cvcrlcd rim. It is in red ware with a fine, thin fabric, and an 
almost polished red slip. On the surface arc depicted the horns of a bull, in black outline with while 
filling. 

Location and context: surface. 

Blc.77 (Fig. LVI, No.2): 

A fragment of a bowl with a short, evcrled rim. It is in red ware, with a fine, thin fabric, and an 
almost polished red slip. It is decorated with a horn, in black outline and white filling, that is probab
ly part of a horned deity. The rim has a black band. The interior shows a bright red band around the 
neck and shoulder, enclosed by black bands. 

Location and context: RHO IJ, sq. BIV/14, layer 9. 

Blc.78 (Fig. LVI, No. 3): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slight carinalion and a slightly e\'erted rim. It is in red-buff ware 
with a deep red slip, decorated with black bands around the rim and carinalion point. The body is 
decorated with the head and face of a horned deity in black. 

Location and context: surface. 

Blc.78A (Fig. LVI, No. 4): 

Fragment of a bowl, with slight carination and slight out curving rim. IL is in red buff ware with 
almost polished red slip, decorated with a black line below the rim and a horned deity painted in 
black. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Ell/16, layer 1.

Ble.79 (Fig. LVI, No. 5): 

A bowl with an oulcurving rim. IL is in red ware, with a fine, thin fabric, and an almost polisheJ 
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red slip. It is deco rated with black bands around the rim and carinalion point. The main body is 
decorated wilh what are probably Che horn and car of a horned deity, or possibly a floral molif. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/4, layer 15. 

Ble.80 (Fig. LVJ, No. 6): 

A fragment of a bowl wilh a round body and a straighl, vertical rim. IL is in red ware, wilh a 
tine, thin fabric, and an almost polished red slip. A black band encircles the rim top, and only Lhc 
horns and cars of a possible horned deity arc depicted in black outline with white tilling. 

Location and context: RHO IT, sq. BIV/14, layer 12. 

Ble.81 (Fig. LVJ, No. 7): 

A fragment of a bowl with a pear-shaped body and a sligh tly cvcrtcd rim. IL is in red ware with 
a red slip. A bull's head is depicted wilh a white spot on the forehead. The interior has a bright red 
ban<l around the rim and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO 18, sq. BIV/9, layer 13. 

Blc.82 {Fig. L VI, No. 8): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination and an oulcurving rim. IL is in red-buff ware with 
an almost polished red slip, decorated with black bands around the rim and carinat ion point. On the 
body a bull is depicted in profile but with horns pointed frontally, and with a short, pointed tail. The 
interior shows black band around the rim and shoulder base, enclosing a bright red band. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/24, layer 11. 

Blc.83 (Fig. LVI, No. 9): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination near the base and an outcurving rim. It is in red 
ware, with a tine, thin fabric, and an almost polished red slip. It is decorated with a black band at the 
carination point, and the horns and head of a markbor, a high altitude mountain goal, arc depicted 
in black outline with white tilling. The interior shows black bands at the rim top and shoulder base, 
enclosing a bright red band. 

Location and context: RIIO 18, sq. BIV/14, layer 15. 

Blc.84 (Fig. LVI, No. 10): 

A fragment of a bowl with a straight, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a very bright, al
most scarlet, red slip. IL is decorated with a black band al the rim, and a mountain goat, with a large 
eye and horns turned frontally, following a scorpion with its tail turned up. The interior shows black 
bands around the rim, enclosing a very bright band. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. Elll/21, layer 1. 

Blc.85 (Fig. LVI, No. 11): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly outcurving rim. It is in red-buff ware with a very bright, al
most scarlet, red slip. It is decorated with black bands around the rim and carination point, and a 
snake in black. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

Blc.86 (Fig. LVI, No. 12): 

A fragment of a bowl with a short, cvcrted rim. It is in red ware, with a line, thin fabric, and an 
almost polished red slip., decorated with a black band around the rim and a scorpion, in black out
line with white tilling. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/24, layer 16. 
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Ble.87 (Fig. LVJ, No. 13): 

A fragment of a bowl, in red-buff ware with a very bright red slip, decorated with a bull's head 
in black. 

Location and context: RHO JJ, sq. BIV/23, layer 12. 

Ble.88 (Fig. LVJ, No. 15): 

A fragment of a bowl with a short, cvcrlcd rim and a slight carinalion. IL is in red-buff ware with 
a red slip. A black band encircles the rim and a scorpion is dcpict�d in black outline with while fill
ing. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIII/21, layer 6. 

Ble.89 (Fig. LVI, No. 16): 

A fragment of a bowl with a carination near the base and a slightly oulcurving rim. ll is in red
buff ware with a deep red slip, decorated with a procession of mountain goals drawn in black outline 
and shown with twisted horns, Maltese crosses, and scorpions. 

Location and context: RI ID IIIB, sq. EIII/22, layer 2. 

Ble.90 (Fig. XXIV, No. 1): 

A fragment of a bowl with a short, everled rim, in red- buff ware with a red slip. Black bands 
around the rim and shoul der base enclose a panel formed by a while paste band, decorated with 
long stemmed pi pal leaves. The interior shows a red band at the rim and a bright red band below it. 

Location and context: RHO IJ, sq. BIV/9, layer 9. 

Ble.91 (Fig. XXIV, No. 2): 

A bowl with a slight carinalion near the base and an oulcurving rim. ll is in red-buff ware with 
a bright red slip. Black bands al the rim and shoulder base enclose a white paste band, decorated 
with a pipal leaf, with a stem lilied with a mid- rib line and oblique lines bifurcating from it. The inte
rior shows a black band al the rim, with a bright red band below it. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. FfiV/17, layer 7. 

Ble.92 (Fig. XXIV, No. 3): 

A fragment of a bowl with possibly a plain, vertical rim. ll is in red ware with a bright red slip, 
decorated with a long stemmed pipal leaf pipal leaf in black. 

Location and context: surface. 

Ble.93 (Fig. XXIV, No. 5): 

A fragment of a bowl with a plain, vertical rim. ll is in red-buff ware, with a dark brown or 
chocolate slip. Black bands along the rim and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a while paste 
band, decorated with a long stemmed pi pal leaf in dark brown or chocolate. 

Location and context: RHO IJ, sq. BIV/14, layer 9. 

Ble.94 (Fig. XXIV. No. 9): 

A fragment of a bowl with a slightly everted rim, in red ware, with a dark greenish slip, 
decorated with a vertical band on the right and a peacock and pipal leaf painted in black on the left. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. BIV/4, layer 20. 

Type Bii - Inverted Truncated Conic.ii Bowls: 

This type includes wide open, inverted, truncated bowls, with flat bases, low, flaring, or straight, 
oblique sides, and with plain, but sometimes externally thickened rims. Such vessels arc considered 
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as pans and basins or Lroughs in Soulh Asian archaeology. Today such specimens arc used by Lhc 
sweet mcrchanls and milkmen for sloring yoghurt and olhcr ilcms such as swccls, puddings and des
scrls in Lhc area. Ceramic pans arc also used in Lhc rural households for washing clolhcs a�d wedg
ing flour for bread. 

These vessels have a wide dislribulion in Lhc prolohislo ric period in soulh and soulhwcsl Asia. 
In Lhc Gomal Plain, Lhcy have been found in Karam Shah and Halhala. They appear in Gumal II, 
wilh plain, vcrlical, oblique sides and wilh flaring and oblique sides (Dani 1971: Fig. 11 and 13, nos. 
33-35), and conli nuc in Pcrio<l 111 (Dani 1971: Fig. 23, nos. 196 and 197), and Period IV (Dani 1971:
Fig. 27, nos, 232 and 233). Oulside Gomal, they occur at Scrai Khola, appearing in lransilion Period
IA {Mughal 1972: Type XII, Fig. 73, pp. 51 and 52), al Kol-Diji with a flange (Khan 1965: Fig. 23,
No. 1, p. 74), at Harappa (Vals 1940), al Amri {Casal 1964), al Mohcnjo-Daro {Marshall 1931:
LXXI, 6; MacKay 1938: XXXV, 9), and al Kali-Banga {Thappar 1965; 1969). Al Rehman Dhcri
Lhcy appear in IA and continue throughout the sequence.

Type Biia:

This subtype of Bil bowls has no addiLional decoration. Only one specimen is illuslralcd here. 

Bila (Fig. XXXIV, No. 3): 

A bowl with concave walls, a flaring and externally Lhickcned rim, and a flat base. It is in red 
ware with a rc;d slip, and has no addlional decoration. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. FfiV/22, layer 4.

Type Bllb: 

Bllb.J (Fig. XXXIII, No. l): 

A bowl with concave sides, a flaring rim, and a flal base. It is in red-buff ware wilh a red slip, 
and is dccoralcd wilh black bands al Lhc rim Lop and near Lhc base. The inlerior shows four black 
bands around Lhc rim and shoulder. 

Localion and conlext: RHD 1118, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4A. 

Bllb.2 (Fig. XXXIII, No. 3): 

A bowl wilh straight, oblique sides, a plain, oblique rim, and a flal base. It is in red-buff ware 
with a red slip. While the rest of Lhc vessel is plain, Lhe base is incised with two rows of nail decora
tion. 

Location and context: RHD 11, Fo/13, layer 9. 

Bllb.3 {Fig. XXXIII, No. 4): 

A bowl with concave walls, an oulward flaring rim, and a flat base. IL is in red-buff ware with a 
red slip, decorated with Lwo rows of incised dols below Lhc rim, and on Lhe body. 

Localion and context: RHD 1118, sq FfiV/22, layer 4. 

Bl/b.4 {Fig. XXXIV, No. 4): 

A bowl with concave sides, a flaring, externally Lhiekcn cd rim, and a flal base. It is in ·red-buff 
ware wilh a red slip. Dccoralion consists of a black band al Lhc rim and Lhrcc incised lines around 
Lhc shoulder, body, and near Lhc base. 

Location and conlcxt: RHD 1118, sq. Ell/17, layer 2. 

Bllb.5 {Fig. XXXIV, No. 5): 

A bowl with oblique walls, an exlernally Lhickcned rim, and a flal base. It is in red ware with a 
red slip. The exterior is dccoralcd with a black band al the rim and a bright red band below it. The 
interior is decorated with black bands around the rim, body and base, and black circles in the middle 
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with black dots at their centers. 

Location and context: RHD IHA, sq. FilV/17, layer 2. 

Bllb.6 (Fig. XLI, No. 1): 

A bowl with slightly concave sides, a thickened rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware with a 
red slip; decorated with black bands at and below the exterior rim, and incised bands on the interior 
side. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

Bllb.7 (Fig. XLI, No. 2): 

A bowl with concave sides, an externally thickened rim, and a flat base. It is in red ware with a 
red slip, decorated with a black band at the rim. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

Bllb.8 (Fig. XLI, No. 3): 

A bowl with oblique sides, walls tending to be convex, a rim rolled back in .the round, and a flat 
base. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with black bands at the rim that are carried 
over to the interior rim. The interior shows two black bands below the rim, enclosing two incised 
bands. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. Eill/21, layer 1. 

Bllb.9 (Fig. XLI, No. 4): 

A bowl with slightly concave sides, an externally thick ened rim, and a flat base. It is in -red-buff 
ware with a red slip, decorated with a thick black band from the rim to the shoulder base, incised 
with three rows of nail impressions. The interior shows incised bands from the rim to the shoul<'.!er 
base. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

Bllb.10 (Figure XLI, No. 5): 

A bowl with oblique sides, an externally thickened rim, and a flat base. It is in red ware with a 
red slip, decorated with a black band at the rim and a red band below, covering most of the body. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 4. 

Bllb.11 (Fig. XLI, No. 6): 

A bowl with oblique sides, an externally thickened rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware 
with a red slip. The exterior is plain, while the interior shows red bands. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 1. 

Bllb.12 (Fig. XLI, No. 7): 

A bowl with oblique sides, a plain rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip, 
decorated with incised bands near the exterior and interior base. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FilV/17, layer 1. 

Bllb.13 (Fig. XLIV, No. 1): 

A bowl with oblique sides, a plain rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware with a bright red 
slip, decorated with a black band at the rim and a deep red band with black dots below the rim. The 
interior shows red bands near the rim and base. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FilV/17, layer 2. 
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Bllb.14 (Fig. XLIV, No. 2): 

A bowl with concave walls, a plain, flaring rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware with a red 
slip, decorated with incised lines near the rim and at mid-body. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 2. 

Bllb.15 (Fig. XLIV, No. 3): 

A bowl with concave walls, a flaring, externally thicken ed, flat-topped rim, and a flat base. It is 
in red ware with a red slip, decorated with incised bands near the rim. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 2A. 

B/Ib.16 (Fig. XLIV, No. 5): 

A bowl with concave walls, a flaring rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. 
The interior has two incised bands near the base. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/25, layer 11. 

Type Biie: 

This type includes bowls decorated with complex geomet ric, floral, or zoomorphic motifs. To 
date, this type is repre sented by only two examples from Rehman Dheri, specimen decorated with 
plant leaves. 

Bllc.1 (Fig. XXXIII, No. 2): 

A bowl with oblique sides, a plain, oblique rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware with a 
bright red slip, deco rated with black bands at the exterior shoulder, black bands near the interior 
base, and a black pipal leaf on the interior base. 

Location and context: RHD IHA, sq. BIV/9, layer 7. 

Bl/c.2 (Fig. XXXIV, No: 1): 

A bowl with oblique sides, an externally thickened rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware 
with a red slip. It is decorated on the exterior with black bands at the rim, and black leaves or petals 
and black bands around the rim top and base. The interior base is decorated with black leaves or pe
tals. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 2. 

Type Biii - Semispherical Bowls: 

This type includes the following varieties: 

a) Convex sided (see Introduction, pp.), plain, vertical or sloping rim, in rare cases,
curving, and flat, disc, and in rare cases, ring bases. 

b) Carinated walls, plain, everted, or flaring rims, and predominant�y ring bases.

Varieties of subtypes a and b are: 

• 1. Plain, slipped or unslipped body.

• 2. Simple geometric decoration.

• 3. Complex geometric motifs.

• 4i. Straight or wavy horizontal grooved lines.

• 4ii. Grooved body with knobbed decoration.

Blllal.1 (Fig. XXXIX,.No. 14): 

A bowl with a round base and a plain, oblique rim. It is in red-buff ware with a buffish slip, and 
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· wilh no addiLional decoralion.

Localion and conlexl: RHO 1118, sq. FOV/22, layer 3. 

Blllal.2 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 15): 

This v�sscl is idenlical lo Lhe above in all respecls. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FOV/22, layer 3. 

Blllal.3 (Fig.XL, No. 2): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, vertical rim, and a disc base. IL is in red ware with a red slip, 
with no additional decoration. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FOV/22, layer 3. 

Bllla2.I (Fig. XXXV, No. 3): 

A bowl wilh convex sides, a plain, oblique rim, and a round base. it is in rc<l ware with a rc<l 
slip, decorated with black bands around the rim and lower body on the exterior. The interior is plain. 

Location and contexl: RIIO 11, sq. BIV/9, layer 13. 

Bllla2.2 (Fig. XXXV, No. 4): 

A bowl wilh convex sides, a round, disc base, and a plain, oblique rim. IL is in red ware wilh a 
red slip. The exlerior has black bands around Lhe rim, upper half of the body, and near the base, and 
six similar bands around Lhe rim and shoulder. 

Location and contexl: RHO 11, sq. FOV/17, layer 12. 

Bllla2.3 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 6): 

A bowl with convex sides with an uneven exterior surface, a round base, and a plain, oblique 
rim. It is in red ware with a red slip, decorated with black bands around the exterior rim and body, 
and a black band al Lhe interior rim. 

Location and context: RIIO 1118, sq. Elll/21, layer 4. 

Bllla2.4 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 7): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, vertical rim, and a nat base. IL is in red ware with a red slip, 
decorated on the exterior with a black band al the rim and a deep red band below it. The interior 
shows black bands around the rim and shoulder. 

Location and context: RI ID 1118, sq. FOY/JS, layer 3. 

Bl/la2.5 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 8): 

A bowl similar to the one above in shape, ware, slip, and decoration. The base is round, rather 
than nat. 

Location and contexl: RHO IIIB, sq. Elll/21, layer 3. 

Bllla2.6 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 10): 

A bowl similar in shape to the above. IL is in red ware with a red slip, decorated with black 
bands at the rim and upper bo<ly, enclosing a deep red band. The interior shows black bands at the 
rim and incised bands around the body. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. BIV/9, layer 5. 

Bllla2.7 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 16) 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, oblique rim and a nat base. IL is in red-buff ware with a red 
slip, decorated on the exterior by a black band at the rim, a deep red band below it, and a black 
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band around the lower half of the body. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FOV/18, layer 3. 

B/1/02.8 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 18): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, perhaps oblique rim, and a flat base. It is in red ware with a 
red slip, decorated wilh a thick black band around the exterior rim and black bands al lhe inlcrior 
rim and upper body. 

Location and conlcxl: RHO 1118, sq. BIV/9, layer 3. 

Bllla2.9 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 19): 

A bowl wilh convex sides, a round base, and a plain, oblique rim. It is in red ware wilh a red 
slip, decorated on lhc exterior with a black band al the rim and a deep red band below it The inte
rior shows black bands al the rim and shoulder. 

Location and conlcxl: RHO IB, sq. BIV/25, layer 13. 

Bll/a2.10 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 20): 

A bowl wilh convex sides, a round base, and a plain, oblique rim. It is in red-buff ware with a 
red slip. The cxlc rior is dccoralc<l wilh a black band al lhc rim and a deep red band below it The 
interior has black bands al lhc rim and near the base. 

Location and conlcxl: RIID 1118, sq. EIH/21, layer l. 

Bllla2.JJ (Fig. XXXIX, No. 21): 

A bowl with convex sides, a round base, and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware wilh a 
red slip, decorated on the exterior by a black band al the rim and a red band below il. The interior 
shows three black bands al the rim and shoulder. 

Location and conlexl: RHO IB, sq. BIV/9, layer 17. 

Bllla2.12 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 22): 

A bowl wilh convex sides, a round base, and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red ware wilh a deep 
red slip, decorated on the exterior by a black band al the rim and a red band below, and on the inte
rior, by a black band al the rim, four black bands on the upper body, and one black band near the 
base. 

Location and context: RI ID 11, sq. BIV/25, layer 11.

Bllla2.13 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 25): 

A bowl with convex sides, a flat base, and a plain, oblique rim. It is rc<l ware wilh a deep red 
slip, decorated on the interior by black bands around the rim and two black circles in the middle of 
the base. 

Location and conlexl: surface. 

Bllla2.14 (Fig. XXXIX, No.30): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, vertical rim, and a round base. It is in red-buff ware with a 
re<l slip, decorated on the interior with black bands al the rim an<l shoulder. 

Location an<l conlexl: RHO 1118, sq. Elll/21, layer 1.

Bllla2.15 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 32): 

A bowl with convex sides, a round base, and a plain, oblique rim. ll is in re<l ware with a red 
slip, decorated on the exterior with a black ban<l al lhc rim, and a lighl red band below it On the in
terior, it has four black bands around lhc rim and lwo black circles in the middle. 
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Location and context: RHD UIB, sq. BIV/9, laycr 4. 

Bllla2.16 {Fig. XL, No. 1): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, vertical rim, and a disc base. It is in red-buff ware with a light 
red slip. The exterior is decorated with a black band al the rim and an incised band near the lower 
half of the body, enclosing a deep red band. The 1nterior shows black bands around the rim, a wavy 
band below, and a black band at mid-body. Below the wavy band, the entire body is deep red. 

Location and context: RHD IlIB, sq. FfIV/16, layer 2. 

Bllla2.17 {Fig. XL, No. 3): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, oblique rim, and a disc base. It is in red-buff ware with a light 
red slip, deco rated with a black and a deep red band around the rim and shout der. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, FfIV/22, layer 4. 

Bl/la2.18 {Fig. XL, No. 5): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, vertical rim, and an elegant ring base. It is in red ware with a 
light red slip, decorated with black bands around the exterior rim and body, and black bands around 
the interior rim. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 1. 

Bllla2.19 {Fig. XLV, No. 1): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, oblique rim. It is in red-buff ware with a bright red slip, 
decorated with a black band around the interior rim, a black band around the exterior rim, and a 
deep red band below the rim. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 11. 

Bllla2.20 (Fig. XLV, No. 2): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, vertical rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware with a dull 
red slip. The lower half of tl)e body is rusticated and the interior shows incised lines. 

I 

' 

Location and context: �HD IIIB, sq. FfIV/22, layer 3. 

Bllla2.21 {Fig. XLV, No. 3): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip, 
decorated with black bands around the rim and lower half of the body. The interior shows black 
bands around the rim. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 4. 

Bllla2.22 {Fig. LU, No. 2): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red ware with a light red slip. The ex
terior has straight, horizontal black bands around the rim and mid-body. The interior has black 
bands around the rim and mid-body, enclosing a deep red band decorated with straight, horizontal 
and wavy black bands. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer l. 

Bllla2.23 (Fig. LU, No. 3): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red ware with a red slip. The exterior 
is decorated with black bands around the rim and mid-body, and an incised band around the 
shoulder. The interior shows black bands around the rim and shoulder base, enclosing three black 
horizontal bands, a wavy band and an incised band. The interior mid-body has a black band. 
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Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

Bllla2.24 (Fig. LIT, No. 4): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red ware with a red slip, decorated 
with black bands and incised lines around the exterior rim and body, and black bands around the in
terior rim and body. 

Location and context: RHO UIA, sq. EIIl/21, layer 7. 

Bllla2.25 (Fig. Lii, No. 7): 

A bowl with convex sides and a slightly everted rim. It is red-buff ware with a red slip, 
decorated with incised bands below the rim and black wavy bands around the upper half of the body. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 2. 

Bllla3.1 (Fig. XXIV, No. 7): 

A fragment of a bowl with convex sides, a plain, vertical rim, and possibly a round base. It is in 
red-buff ware with a bright red slip, decorated with a black band and lines arou_nd the rim, and 
shoulder, and a black, long stemmed pipal leaf. 

Location and context: RHO llIA, sq. BIV/4, layer 7. 

Bllla3.2 (Fig. XXXV, No. 2): 

A bowl with convex sides, a slightly incurving rim, and a round base. It is in red ware with a red 
slip. The interior shows dark brown inverted triangles hanging from the rim. Six dark brown circles 
encircle complex geometric motifs of altemat ing registers of rectangles, filled with oblique bands 
and four wavy bands in dark brown. The decoration is rendered on a panel formed by a bright, 
creamy surface. The exterior shows black bands around the rim and body. The vessel has similar 
decoration as the one from Gumla II (Dani 1970-1971: Fig. 12, 14). 

Location and context: surface. 

Bllla3.3 (Fig. XXXIX, No.4): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, oblique rim, and a low disc base. It is in red ware with a buf
fish slip. The interior h&s a creamy surface, decorated with a black band arou_nd the rim, a black 
circle in the middle enclosing loops hanging from it, and a black dot in the midclle. The exterior 
shows a black band at the rim and a red band below it. 

Location and context: RHO IIlB, sq. FfIV/22, layer 3. 

Bllla3.4 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 5): 

A bowl with convex sides, a pronounced ring base, and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff 
ware with a buffish slip. The interior is Qecorated with two black bands around the rim and a black 
band near the base, both with hanging l�ps. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/22, layer 3. 

Bllla3.44 (Fig. XLIX, No. 11): 

A bowl with convex sides, plain, vertical rim, an� a disc base. It is in red ware with a red slip. 
Dark brown or chocolate bands around the rim and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by ·a 
cream colored band, decorated with dark brown bands and sigma designs. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Elll/21, layer 1. 

Bllla3.5 (Fig. XLIX, No. 12): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. Black 
bands around the rim and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a white band, decorated with 
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horizontal bands and straight, vertical bands separating registers, each having three wavy horizontal 
bands, perhaps a bad attempt to portray stylized sigmas. The interior shows a black band around the 
shoulder, rim top, and shoulder base. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. Elll/21, layer 1. 

Bllla3.6 (Fig. XLIX, No. 13): 

A fragment of a bowl with convex sides and plain, vcrti cal rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red 
slip. Dark b.rown bands at the rim top and the upper half of the body enclose a panel formed by a 
cream colored band. Dark brown horizontal bands divide the panel into three registers dccoratcJ 
with a wavy band, hooks, vertical strokes, and dots. The interior shows three horizontal bands with 
hanging loops. 

Location and context: RHD IIIA, sq. BIV/24, layer 8. 

Bllla3.7 (Pig. XLV, No. 4): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain vertical rim and a perforated flat base. It is in ware with a 
light red slip, deco rated with a black band around the rim and a deep red band around the body. it 
has a gralitti or symbol engraved near the base, consisting of a short horizontal line below and con
nected to a short vertical line. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. FOV/17, layer 4. 

Bllla3.8 (Fig. Lii, No. l): 

A bowl with convex sides and a straight, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. It is 
decorated with black bands around the rim and shoulder base, enclosing a panel formed by a creamy 
band, decorated with interconnected half circles with bright red dots at their centers. The space 
below the connected half circles making lozenges is cross-hatched. A black band can also be seen in 
the lower part of the body near the base. The interior rim has a black band. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. Fo/23, layer 4. 

BlllaJ.9 (Fig. Lii, No. 5): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red ware with a red slip, decorated 
with dark brown band around the rim and mid-body, enclosing a panel formed by a white- creamy 
band, decorated with connected half circles in dark brown, with bright red dots inside. The space be
tween the circles is lilied with horizontal ham.ls. The tops of the circles arc conncc ted to the rim 
with vertical strokes. The base of the half cir des is decorated with dark brown bands with loops or 
half cir des. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. FOV/22, layer 2. 

BlllaJ.10 (Fig:LII, No. 6): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a very dull brown 
slip. It is decorated with black and brown bands around the rim and shoulder base, having loops or 
half circles. These bands enclose a panel formed by a white paste band, decorated in brown, with a 
similar design as the previous one on the exterior. The interior shows brown and red bands 
decorated with small half circles and dots. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. FOV/17, layer 3. 

BlllaJ.11 {Fig. Lii, No. 8): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware and a deep red slip. It 
is decorated with black bands around the rim and shoulder base, enclosing a panel formed by a 
creamy band, decorated with triple half circles in bright red, with dots of the same color inside. The 
space between the connected circles is lilied with black cross-hatching. The intc rior shows thin 

96 



black bands at the rim, neck, and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IDB, sq. FfIV, layer 2. 

Bllla3.12 (Fig. Lil, No. 9): 

A bowl with convex walls and a plain, everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a deep red slip. 
Black bands around the rim and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a white paste band, 
decorated with cross-hatched lozenges and inverted half circles drawn in dark color. The interior has· 
incised bands around the rim, shoulder, and lower body. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FflV/22, layer 2. 

Bllla3.13 (Fig. Lil, No. 10).: 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with.a dull brown slip. 
Dark brown bands around the rim and upper body enclose a panel formed by a creamy band, 
decorated with connected half circles in dark brown. The tops of the half circles are connected with 
the band above them by straight, vertical and oblique bands, and oblique wavy bands. The motif 
looks like a rising sun. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/14, layer 10. 

Bllla4i.1 (Fig. XXXV, No. 5): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, oblique rim, and probably the same type of base as Fig. 
XXXV, nos. 3 and 4. It is in red ware with a red slip, decorated on the exterior with a deep red band 
from the rim to the shoulder base. The body shows a wavy grooved pattern, achieved with a pointed 
tool over an additional clay layer applied to the surface. The interior shows a black band around the 
rim. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq: BIV/4, layer 16. 

Bllla4i.2 (Fig. XL, No. 4): 

A bowl with convex sides, a plain, slightly incurving rim, and a disc base. It is in red-buff ware 
with a red slip. The surface seems to have been treated with an additional clay coat· ing, which is 
decorated with narrow grooving. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. Eil/16, layer 16. 

Bllla4ii.1 (Fig. XL, No. 6): 

A bowl with a similar shape and base to the above, but with a plain, vertical rim. The ware, slip, 
and surface decorat ion are also similar, but in addition, knobs have been applied to the body. 

Location and context: surface. 

Blllbl.1 (Fig" XVI, No.20): 

A bowl with a mild carination, an incurving rim, and a round base. It is in red-buff ware with a 
similar slip. 

Location and context: RHO IIlB, sq. BIV/4, layer 1. 

Blllbl.2 (Fig. Lil, No. 11): 

A bowl with a mild carination at the shoulder, a slightly incurving rim, and a flat base. It is in 
red-buff ware with a red slip, and with no additional decoration. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 2A. 

Bll/b2.J (Fig. XL, No. 8): 

A bowl with a sharp carination and a straight, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. 
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Dark brown and red bands at the rim and carination point enclose a panel formed by a cream 
colored band, decorated with wavy bands in dark brown or chocolate. The interior shows a black 
band at the rim and an incised line at the carination point. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 1. 

Blllb2.2 (Fig. XL, No. 10): 

A bowl with a sharp carination and a flaring rim. It is in red ware with a red slip. From the 
carination to the rim, a deep red band covers the surface, decorated with black and bright red bands. 
The interior shows incised lines around the rim and at the carination point. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

Blllb2.3 (Fig. XL, No. 11): 

A bowl with a sharp carination and an outcurving rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. 
Black bands around the rim and shoulder base enclose a white:creamy band, decorated with two 
registers of straight and wavy horizontal bands in black. The interior shows a black band around the 
rim, with hanging loops, and an incised band at the carination point. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

Blllb2.4 (Fig. XL, No. 12): 

A bowl with a sharp carination and an outcurving rim. It is in red ware with a red slip, 
decora�ed with black bands at the rim, shoulder, and carination point. The interior has black bands 
around the rim and shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

Blllb2.5 (Fig. XL, No. 13): 

The lower part of a bowl with a sharp carination and an elegant, pronouncedly projecting ring 
base. It is in red-buff ware with a buffish slip. It is decorated with a black band at the carination 
point, supporting vertical bands in black outline and white filling. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/24, layer 14. 

Blllb2.6 (Fig. LV, No. 9): 

A bowl with a sharp carination and an outcurving rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. 
· Black ·bands around the rim and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a white band, deco rated
with light red wavy bands. The interior shows incised horizontal lines around the rim and shoulder
area.

Location and context: surface. 

Bil lb 2. 7 (Fig. L V, No.10): 

A fragment of a bowl similar in shape to No. 9. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. Black 
bands around the rim and shoulder base enclose a panel formed by a white paste band, which is 
decorated with black wavy lin·es. A black band encircles the carination point. Black lines around the 
interior rim top and shoulder base enclose a bright red band. 

Location and context: RHO II, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

Blllb2.8 (Fig. LII, No. 12): 

A bowl with a mild carination, an inturning rim, and a round base. It is in light red ware with a 
red slip, decorated with black horizontal and vertical bands along the rim and shoul der. The interior 
shows black bands around the rim and black bands near the base. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIII/21, layer 6. 
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BIIlb3.1 (Fig. XL, No. 7): 

A bowl with a mild carination and a sharply everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a buff slip, 
decorated in a dark brown cross-hatched pattern, enlcosed by .black bands around the rim and black 
bands at the shoulder base, with a bright red band around the mid-body. The interior shows black 
horizontal bands around the rim, a wavy band below these, and an incised band at the carination 
point. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

Blllb3.2 (Fig. XL, No. 9): 

A bowl with a sharp carination and an outcurving rim. It is in red ware with a red slip. It is 
decorated with dark brown bands around the rim and carination point, enclosing a panel formed by 
a creamy band, with connected dark brown cross-hatched lozenges. On either side of the line con
necting the lozenges semicircles are shown with bright red dots. The interior is decorated with black 
bands at the rim and carination point, enclosing a deep red band with a black wavy band at the top. 

Location and conte:x1: RHO IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 5. 

Blllb3.3 (Fig. L, No. 4): 

A fragment of a bowl with a sharp carination, slightly concave sides, and a plain, almost vertical 
rim. It is in red- buff ware with a red slip. It has black bands around the rim and carination point, 
enclosing a panel formed by a bright cream colored band, decorated w�th vertical lines, loops or half 
cir cles, and lozenges in black, with dots and short strokes in bright red. The spaces between the 
lozenges is cross-hatched. 

Location and context: RHO IB, sq. BIV/25, layer 13. 

Type BIV - Quadrlspherical Bowls: 

Type BIVal: (XVI, No.2) 

Type BIVa2: 

B/Va2.l (Fig. XXXIX, No. 9): 

A bowl with convex sides, a round base, and a plain, oblique rim. It is in red ware with a red 
slip, decorated on the exterior with a black band at the rim, and, on the interior, with a black band at 
the rim and four black bands around the shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 3. 

B/Va2.2 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 29): 

A bowl with convex sides, a round base, and a plain, oblique rim. It is in red-buff ware with a 
deep red slip, deco rated on the interior with black bands. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV /25, layer 12. 

B/Va2.3 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 34): 

A bowl with convex sides, a round base, and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red ware with a deep· 
red slip, decorated on the exterior with a black band at the rim and a red band below it. The interior 
shows black bands at the rim. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 4. 

B/Va2.4 (Fig. XXXJX, No. 35): 

A bowl with convex sides, a round base, and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a 
deep red slip, decorated on the exterior with a black band at the rim and a bright red band below it. 
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The interior shows black bands at the rim and upper bodv. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. Elll/21, layer 1. 
Type BIVa3: 

BIVa3.1 (Fig. XXXVI, No. 1}: 
A bowl with slightly convex sides, and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a 

buffish slip. The interior shows a grey surface, over which circles in dark brown enclose a bird, filled 
with horizontal bands in brown. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/22, layer 3. 

BIVa3.2 (Fig. XXXVI, No. 2}: · 

A bowl with oblique sides, a plain, perhaps horizontally everted rim, and a disc base. It is in 
red-buff ware with a buffish slip. The exterior is decorated with black horizontal bands near the 
base. The interior shows a bright creamy band over which the base is encircled in dark brown. 
From this, a vertical band with �hort horizontal strokes, perhaps representing a branch, rises to the 
rim. Also, loops are shown suspended from the circle, from which sprouts a leaf or a petal. The 
decoration is all rendered in dark brown. 

Location and context: RHO UIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 3. 

BIVa3.3 (Fig. XXXVI, No. 3}: 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. 
The inner surface is coated with a fine. cream slip, with black horizontal bands along the rim from 
which hang loops, and a cross-hatched leaf of the same color. 

Location an� context: RHO BIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 4. 
BIVa3.4 (Fig. XXXVI, No. 4): 
A rather shallow bowl, with convex sides, a horizontally everted rim, and a flat base. It is in red

buff ware with a buffish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine. cream slip, decorated with black 
bands along the rim, with hang�ng loops o_r wavy bands enclosing a fish with a long body, like those 
from Mehr Garh VII, filled with a cross-hatched pattern. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

BIVa3.5 (Fig. XXXVI, No. 6}: 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a fine cream 
slip, decorated with-dark brown circles along the rim, and perhaps part of.a horn over the base. 

Location and context: surface. 

B/Va3.6 (Fig.XXXVI; No. 7). 

A fragment of a bowl with possibly convex sides. It is in red buff ware with a red slip. The 
inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with dark brown lines and sigmas that look 
like flying birds of some kind. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIIl/21, layer 1. 

BIVa3.7 (Fig. XXXVI, No. 8): 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a buffish 
slip. The inner surface is coated' with fine cream slip, decorated with dark brown bands along the 
rini and oblique bands over the body, of what seem to be part of a stylized horned animal (e.g. Fig. 
XXXVIII, No. 5). 

Location and context: surface. 
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BWa3.8 (Fig. XXXVI, No. 9): 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a reddish 
slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with dark brown bands and, along 
the rim, with a wavy band and circles. In the middle of each circle, and sprouting out of it, is a cross
hatched leaf. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 6. 

BWa3.9 (Fig. XXXVI, No. 10): 

This is a fragment of a bowl tentatively assigned to type BIVa3. It is in red-buff ware with a red
dish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with a leaf or stylized fish with 
dark brown cross-hatching. 

Location and context: surface. 

BWa3.10 (Fig. XXXVII, No. 1): 

A bowl with convex sides, slightly carinated, a horizon tally everted rim, and a disc base. It is in 
red-buff ware with a reddish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with 
dark brown bands along the rim, that encir de horned deities and a circle in the center. The central 
circle encloses pipal leayes, each pointing toward the chin of a horned deity. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 2. 

BWa3.ll (Fig. XXXVII, No. 2): 

A bowl with convex, slightly carinated sides, a horizon tally everted rim, and a disc base. It is in 
red-buff ware with a reddish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with 
dark brown bands along the rim and a circle in the center. Horned deities fill the space between the 
bands and the circle. The circle encloses pipal leaves, each pointing toward the chin of a horned 
deity. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 3. 

BWa3.12 (Fig. XXXVll, No. 3): 

A bowl with convex sides, a horizontally everted rim,and a disc base. It is in red-buff ware with 
a reddish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine, creamy slip, decorated with dark brown bands 
along the rim, and floral motifs and a circle in the center with leaves sprouting from it. The space be
tween the rim bands and central circle is what appears to be stylised plant or horned animal motifs. 
The exterior surface shows incised lin�s around the body. 

Location and context: RHO IllB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 2. 

BWa3.13 (Fig. XXXVII, No. 4): 

A rather shallow bowl, with oblique sides and a horizon tally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware 
with a buffish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with dark brown 
bands along the rim and floral motifs over the body. The exterior body is decorated with incised 
lines. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfIV/17, layer 2. 

BWa3.14 (Fig. XXXVII, No. 5): 

A shallow bowl with oblique sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a 
reddish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with dark brown bands 
along the rim, and a mountain goat with a long, stylized neck, a body filled with vertical bands, and 
wavy horns. 

Location and context: RHO IllB, sq. EII/21, layer 2. 
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BWa3.15 (Fig. XXXVII, No. 6): 

A fragment of a vessel tentatively assigned lo type BIVa3 bowls. It is in red-buff ware with a 
red slip. Its inner sur face is coated with a fine cream slip decorated with pipal leaves and other 
designs in dark brown. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Eil/16, layer 2. 

BWaJ.16 (Fig. XXXVII, No. 7): 

A fragment of a bowl with oblique.sides· and a horizon tally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware 
with a reddish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with wavy lines, pit-· 
Jars, and arches in dark brown, separated by bright red dots. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4. 

BWaJ.17 (Fig. XXXVII, No. 8): 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red�buff ware and a similar slip. 
The interior is coated with a fine cream slip. It is decorated, with dark brown bands along the rim, 
enclosing what appears to be a stylised plant motif. 

Locat�on and context: RHO IIIB, sq·. FfiV/17, layer 4.

BWa3.18 (Fig. XXXVII, No. 9): 

A bowl with slightly convex sides and a horizontally cverted rim. ll is in red-buff ware with a 
reddish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated in dark brown, with 
straight bands along the rim, with hanging loops and branches with leaves. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4. 

BWaJ.19 (Fig. XXXVIII, No. 1): 

A bowl with slightly convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. ll is in red-buff ware with a 
reddish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with dark brown bands 
along the rim and a pattern of wavy bands over the base. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Fo/3, layer 5. 

BWa3.20 (Fig. XXXVIII, No. 2): 

A shallow bowl with slightly convex sides, a horizontally evertcd rim, and possibly a flat base. It 
is in red-buff ware with a reddish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated 
with dark brown bands along the rim and loops over the body. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 2A. 

BWa3.21 (Fig. XXXVIII, No. 3): 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally cverted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a reddish 
slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with dark brown bands along the 
rim and floral motifs over the body. · 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4. 

BWa3.22 (Fig. XXXVIII, No. 4): 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a buffish 
slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with dark brown straight and wavy 
bands along the rim and circles in the middle, filled with vertical band. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/22, layer 2A. 

BWa3.23 (Fig. XXXVIIJ, No. 5): 
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A bowl with slightly convex sides, a horizontally everted rim, and possibly a rounded base. It is 
in red-buff ware with a buffish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated 
with a dark brown band around �e rim and a stylized horned animals over the body. 

Location and context: RHD IlIB, sq. FfiV /22, layer 2. 

BIVaJ.24 (Fig. XXXVIII, No. 6): 

A bowl with convex sides, slightly carinated, a horizon tally everted rim, and possibly a low disc 
base. It is in red- buff ware with a reddish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, 
decorated with dark brown bands along the rim and hanging loops in the center. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfiV /21, layer 2. 

BIVa3.25 (Fig. XXXVIII, No. 7): 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in· red-buff ware with a buffish 
slip. The inner surface is coated with a fme cream slip, decorated with dark brown bands along the 
rim and loops over the body. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 5.

BIVa3.26 (Fig. XXXVIII, No. 8): 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a reddish 
slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with a dark brown band along the 
rim, floral motifs and a sun or a circle with rays with a dot iii the center, over the body. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FllV/�7, layer 1. 

BIVa3.27 (Fig. XXXVIII, No. 9): 

A bowl with slightly convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red buff ware with a 
buffish slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with a black band at the 
rim, dark brown bands �th hanging loops along the rim, and bands across the body, perhaps part of 
the horns of horned animals. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 2. 

BIVa3.28 (Fig. XXXVIIl, No. 10): 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a buffish 
slip. The inner surface is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with horizontal bands along the 
rim and similar bands across the body as No. 9 in dark brown color. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 1. 

BIVa3.29 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 2): 

A bowl with carinated walls, a horizontally everted rim, and a flat base. It is in red-buff ware 
with a red slip. The interior has a bright creamy surface, decorated with red and black circles. 

Location and context: RHD UIB, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

BIVa3.30 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 3): 

A bowl with convex sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a deep red slip, 
decorated with black circles and what is possibly a floral motif, mostly missing, with horizontal bands. 

Location and context: surface. 

BIVa3.31 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 11): 

A bowl with slightly convex sides, a round base, and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware 
with a red slip. The interior has a bright, creamy surface decorated with a black band at the rim, and 
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black and red circles in the middle. 

Location and context: RHD IIIA, sq. FfIV/22, layer 7. 

BWa3.32 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 12): 

A bowl with slightly convex sides and a horizontally everted rim. It is in red ware with a red slip, 
decorated with straight black bands with loops hanging from them. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/22, layer 3. 

BWa3.33 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 13): 

A bowl with oblique sides and a horizontally everted rim. The ware, slip, and decoration arc 
similar t_o the above. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. EUI/21, layer 1. 

BWa3.34 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 23): 

A bowl with convex sides, a round base, and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a 
red slip, decorated on the exterior with a black band at the rim and a red band below it. On the inte
rior, it has black bands around the rim and black circles in the middle. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. EIII/21, layer 10. 

BWa3.35 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 24): 

A bowl with convex sides, a disc base, and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red 
slip.The.exte rior shows a couple of black straight horizontal bands near the base and loops hanging· 
from the rim. The interior has a bright creamy band, decorated with a black band at the rim and 
black circles in the base, the one in the center enclosing loops. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. BIV/14, layer 11. 

BWa3.36 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 26): 

A bowl with oblique sides, a horizontally evcrtcd rim, and a flat base. It is in red ware with a 
red slip. The interior surface is decorated with black bands, loops hanging from them, and a Maltese 
cross. 

Location and context: surface. 

BWa3.37 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 27): 

A bowl with oblique walls, a sharp carination, a plain, vertical rim, and a flat base. It is in red 
ware with a bright red slip, decorated on the exterior with black bands at the rim, with hanging loops. 
The interior shows a white paste surface with black bands enclosing sigma motifs and stepped lozen
ges resembling some of the metal stamp seals. 

I.pcation and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/19, layer 11. 

BWaJ.38 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 28): 

A bowl with convex sides and a horizontally cverted rim. It is in red-buff ware with a deep red 
slip, decorated on the interior with black bands and circles. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

BWa3.39 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 33): 

A bowl with convex sides, a flat base and a plain, obli quc rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red 
slip, decorated on the exterior with a black band at the rim and incised lines on the body. The inte
rior shows black bands at the rim and black circles on the base. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FfIV/22, layer 3. 
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Type B1Vb3: 

B!Vb3.J (Fig. XXXV, No. 1): 

A fragment of a bowl ,with oblique walls, a sharp carinat ion, a short, vertical rim, and a flat 
base. IL is in red buff ware with a buffish slip. The interior has a panel formed by a bright creamy 
surface. Black inverted triangles hang from the rim, and black and brown circles encircle the base, 
enclosing complex geometric motifs in two registers. These registers con sist of rectangles. The 
register on the right shows four rectan gles drawn in dark brown, with the central rectangle filled 
with black triangles and chevrons in light red and orange. The one on the left, enclosed by a band·of 
inverted triangles, shows rcctan gles formed by wavy bands in dark brown with the central one shown 
in dark brown wavy outline and filled with the same color. The wavy outlines give the impression of 
the stepped motifs of the Qucta type. 

Location and context: RHD IB, sq. IlIV/19, stratum 13. 

B!Vb3.2 (Fig. XXXIX, No. 1): 

A bowl with a sharp carination and a horizontally cvcrted rim. It is in red ware with a red slip. 
The interior has a bright creamy surface, decorated with circles in greenish, black, and red colors. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. FfiV/17, layer 3. 

B/Vb3.3 (Fig. XXXVI, No. 5): 

A bowl with sharply carinatcd sides and a plain, vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a buffish 
slip. The inner sur face is coated with a fine cream slip, decorated with horizontal bands, a leaf 
design, and circles in the mic.kllc with a Maltese cross that encloses a fish. The exterior shows two 
black bands. 

Location and context: surface. 

Type BV - Bowls-on-Stand: 

This type includes bowls supported by stands that arc generally hollow, truncated, and conical, 
with bases. having con cave sides. They arc subdivided i,tto: 

a - Scmispherical bowls: 

1 - With squat or low stands or pedestal. 

2 - With higher stands and broad, flaring bases. 

b - Quadrisphcrical bowls: 

1 - Supported by a stem of medium height, and with a slight carination and an everted rim. 

2 - With a taller stem, a sharp carination, and a sharply cvcrtcd or oullurned rim. 

Both a and b arc further subdivided on the basis of surface decoration into: 

- Plain, with or without slip, undecorated.

11 - Simple geometric decoration. 

Ill � Complex geometric, floral, and zoomorphic motifs. 

Rehman Dheri has only one specimen of BVal. IL is typi cal of Baluchistan, where Ilalakot 
(Dales 1974; and personal communication) has yielded the largest number of examples from early 
and mature levels. Outside of Baluchistan, it is recorded for Amri I (Casal 1964), and MundiGak, 
(Casal 1%1). Similar, but comparatively low bowls on stand come from Dalcs's excavations al Mohcn
jo-daro in 1965 (Dales and Kenoyer 1986: Fig. 70, p.214) 

Subtypes BVa2, BVbl, and BVb2 arc distinct types in south and southwest Asia and ha\'c a 
wide distribution in the Bronze and Iron ages and probably had a variable function. They were gene 
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rally produced carcf ully on a wheel, in two parts, i.e. the base- stem and the bowl, and then joinc<l 
together, with the joint concealed, probably on the wheel again. Most arc made of well lcvigatcd 
clay, with a slight mixture of lime and san<l. They arc well lirc<l to a red-buff, red, or buflish ware, 
an<l coated with a red, deep red, buflish, or crcamish slip. Some arc painted with linear and 
geometric designs. Examples of incised decoration also exist. 

Al Rehman Dhcri, the BVa2 type occurs early layer 16; RIID IB, followed by BVbl and B\'b2 
types. The latter arc identical to mature Harappan types. Al Kali Bangan the BVa2 type docs not 
occur at all. Al Gumla both these types occur from Period II onwan.l. 

BVali (Fig. XLII, No. 1): 

A bowl with convex sides and an externally thickened rim. It is in buff ware with a <lark brown 
slip, decorated with black bands al the rim and base. 

This is the only example of this type that occurs in Balakol on the Baluchistan coast (Dales 197� 
and personal commu nication). 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq.FfiV/17, layer 4. 

BVa2ii.1 (Fig. XXVI, No. 1): 

A bowl base stand. It is in red-buff ware with a deep red slip. A black line separates the lower 
part from the upper, which is coale<l with a while paste ban<l. 

Location and context: RIID 11, sq. BIV/14, layer 11. 

BVa2ii.2 (Fig. XXVI, No. 2): 

A bowl base stand. IL is in rc<l-buff ware with a red slip, decorale<l with black lines around the 
stem and base. 

Location and context: RIID 18, sq. Ell/16, layer 16. 

BVa2ii.3 (Fig. XXVI, No. 3): 

A bowl base stand. IL is in red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with two bands, a plum rc<l 
below and a while paste band above, ·separated by a black band. 

Location and context: RIID 11, sq. BIV/14, layer 11. 

BVa2ii.4 (Fig. XXVI, No. 4): 

A bowl (stem an<l base missing) in red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with black bands at 
the rim and shoulder base, enclosing a white band. 

Location and context: RIID IB, sq. 131V/14, layer 16. 

BVblii.l (Fig. XXVlll. No. 1): 

A bowl that had a medium high stand, with a slight cari nation below t!ie evertcd rim. IL is in 
red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with a black band aroun<l thc rim. 

Location and context: RI ID IIIB, sq. FOV/17, layer 1. 

BVblii.3 (Fig. XXVIIJ, No. 2): 

A bowl with a slight carination below a horizontally everled rim. IL is in red-buff ware with a 
red slip, decorated with a black band on the interior rim. 

Location and context: RI ID 1118, sq. FflV/22, layer 1. 

BVblii.4 (fig. XXVlll, No. 3): 

A stem of medium size, perhaps from a li1l\\l 11f 1yp1.: BVblii. It is in red-buff ware with a red 

slip, with a black band al the interior rim. 
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Location and context: RlID 1118, sq. Eill/21, layer 3. 

BVblii.5 (Fig. XXVIII, No. 4): 

A bowl on a stand of medium height, with a slight cari nation. It is in red-buff ware with a red 
slip, decorated with black bands at the rim. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. Elll/21, layer 2. 

BVblii.6 (Fig. XXVIII, No. 5): 

A medium height stand for a bowl. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with a black 
band at the base. 

Location and context: RI-ID 18, sq. BIV/9, layer 14. 

BVblii.7 (Fig. xxvm, No. G): 

A medium sized stand for what is perhaps a BVblii type bowl. It is in red-buff ware with a red 
slip, decorated with an incised band over a deep red band. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. Elll/21, layer l. 

BVb2ii.l (Fig. XXIX, No. l): 

A bowl with a sharp carination and a sharply outtutned rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red 
slip, decorated with a black band at the rim and shoulder. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. BIV/4, layer 5. 

BVb2ii.2 (Fig. XXIX, No. 2): 

A bowl, sharply carinated, with a sharply cverted rim. It is in red-buff ware with an almost 
polished red slip, deco rated with black bands. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. EIII/J6, layer 3. 

BVb2ii.3 (Fig. XXIX, No. 3): 

An elegant tall bowl stand. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. Black bands at the rim an<l 
shoulder enclose a white band. The lower stem is decorated with black and white bands form which 
two wavy bands flow down to the base. The interior neck has an incised line around it. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. FOV/17, layer 4. 

BVb2ii.4 (Fig. XXIX, No. 4): 

A bowl with its stand missing, having a sharp carination and a sharply oullurned rim. It is in 
red ware with a red slip, decorated with a black band around the rim and neck and a light red band 
at the shoulder. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FOV/17, layer 4. 

BVb2ii.5 (Fig. XXIX, No. 5): 

A bowl with slightly convex sides, a sharp carination, a sharply oullurned rim, and a tall stem, 
but the base missing. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with black and red bands at the 
rim, neck, shoulder, and base. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. BIV/9, layer 2. 

BVb2ii.G (Fig. XXX, No. 2): 

A fragment of a stand, perhaps of a BVb2ii type bowl on a stand. 

Location and context: RHD IIIB, sq. FOV/17, layer 2. 

107 



BVb2ii. 7 (Fig. XXX, No. 3): 

A tall, elegant stand for a BV2ii type bowl-on-stand perhaps with a sharply carinaled bowl. It is 
in red-buff ware with a white paste, decorated with black bands al the lop, mi<l <lie, an<l base. The 
bowl is missing, but it is likely that it was decorated like the base and stem. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 3. 

BVb2ii.8 (Fig. XXV, nos. 4-14): 

Bowls of BVb2ii type bowls on stand, in rc<l-buff ware with re<l slip. Nos. 4-6 and 9 arc 
decorated with black bands, nos. 7, 10, 12, and 14 arc decorated with black and re<l bands, an<l nos 8, 
11, an<l 13 arc decorated with black bands enclosing a white band. Fig. XXV,No. 4: 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. Elll/21, layer 1. 

Fig. XXV, No. 5: 

Location and context: RIID IIIA, sq. FfiV/22, layer 7. 

Fig. XX, No. 6: 

Location and context: RIID II, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

Fig. XXV, No. 7: 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. FfiV/22, layer 4. 

Fig. XXV, No. 8: 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. Eill/21, layer 4. 

Fig. XXV, No. 9: 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. BIV/4, laycr 5.

Fig. XXV, No. 10: 

Location an<l context: RIID 11, sq. BIV/25, layer 11. 

Fig. XXV, No.11: 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 3. 

Fig. XXV, No. 12: 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. Ell l/21, layer 1. 

Fig. XXV, No. 13: 

Location and context: RI ID IIIB, sq. Fo/23, layer 4. 

Fig. XXV, No. 14: 

Location and context: RHO 11, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

Miscellaneous Type BY Fragments: Fig. XXV, No. 1: 

Fragment of a bowl-on-stand base, in red-buff ware with an indication of re<l slip, decorated 
with cross-hatched incised lines. 

Location and context: RIID rn, sq. BIV/9, layer 13. 

Fig. XXV, No. 2: 

Fragment of a bowl-on-stand base, in rc<l-buff ware, with deeply incised horizontal and oblique 
bands. 

Location and context: RIID IA, sq. BIV/4, layer. 
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Fig. XXV, No. 3: 

Part of a bowl-on-stand base, in dull red ware and a greenish slip, with numerous incised bands, 
enclosing a row of triangles. 

Location and context: RIID IJ, sq. BIV/4, layer 9.

Fig. XXV, No. 15: 

Fragment of a very fine bowl-on-stand base, in red-buff ware with a fine creamy slip, dccorateu 
with dark brown bands and dots al the base and large dots allachcd lo a band on the body. 

Location and context: surface. 

Fig. XXV, No. 16: 

Fragment of abowl-on-stand base, in rcu ware with a red slip, decorated with banus, triangles, 
intersecting half circles, and cross-hatching over a creamy surface. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. FfiV/17, layer 4. 

Fig. XXV, No. 17: 

Fragment of a bowl-on-stand base, in red-buff ware with a creamy slip, decorated with black 
bands al the base, and possibly a floral motif in deep red within a black outline. 

Location and context: RIID If, sq. BIV/14, layer 9. 

Fig. XXV, No. 18: 

Fragment of a bowl-on-stand base, in red-buff ware with a fine red slip, decorated with black 
bands al the base and what seems lo be a tree, in while paste with a black outline. 

Location and context: RIID 11, sq. BIV/14, layer 12. 

Fig. XXV, No. 19: 

Fragment of a bowl-on-stand base, in red-buff ware with a fine red slip, decorated with black 
bands al the base. 

Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. BIV/4, layer 3. 

Type IWI - Inverse Tr.ipezoidal Conca,·e Sided and Hascd Howls 

(Fig. XIX) (sec also pages 121-122): 

This type includes bowls which arc inverse lrapczoilhtl in shape, with concave bases and con
cave sides, turning in angularly from the base, with outflaring rims (nos. l and 2), and conca\'e sided 
but flat based (nos. 4 and 5). Of these four arc in red- buff ware with red slips (nos. 1, 2, 4,and 5) 
and two arc in grey ware (nos. 3 and 6), with al least one (no. 6) showing indica lions of burnishing, 
and arc discussed elsewhere (pp. 49-50). 

All vessels were manufactured on a fast wheel, made from well lc\'igaled clay, and c\'enly fired. 

For the moment, they have no parallels al proto-hisloric sites in the Indus Valley. AL Rehman 
Dheri, they occur only in RIID IIJ. 

BV/.1 (f'ig. XIX, No. 1): 

A bowl fragment with conca,·e base and perhaps concave sides, in red-buff ware with a red slip. 

Location and context: Rll D II 18, sq. Elll /21, layer 1. 

BV/.2 (Fig. XIX, No. 2): 

A bowl fragment, in red-buff ware, with a red slip, and decorated with incised lines al the base. 
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Location and context: RHD 1118, sq. EIII/21, layer l. 

BV/.3 (Fig. XIX, No. 4): 

A bowl fragment with concave sides, and a unique nat base. It is in red-buff ware with a fine 
rcd slip, decorated with straight, horizontally incised lines near the base. 

Location and context: surface. 

BV/.4 (Fig. XIX, No. 5): 

A bowl fragment in red-buff ware with a red slip. It has straight, horizontally incised lines near 
the base. 

Location and contcx1: RIID IIIB, sq. FfiV/22, layer 2. 

Category C - Body Sherds: 
Type CI - Cutware (Fig. XVII, nos. 7-11 and Fig. XX, No. 16): 

Cut ware occurs in limited frequences on Early Bronze Age sites in South Asia. In the Indus Val
ley, examples have been reported from Mohcnjo-daro (Marshall 1931:465). Since these were all nat, 
they were believed to have been used as laticc or window graters. But MacKay later found nat as 
well as convex (MacKay 1938:181; Pl. LIV, 9; CV, 43; LXVII, 6-11). Dales also reported these in his 
excavations at Mohenjo daro (Dales and Kenoyer 1986: Fig. 93, 1-7, p.422; Alcock in Dales and 
Kenoyer 1986: Type 54, Fig. SlO, context Il & C). Although the function of such vessels remains 
problematic modern observations suggest that they were containers for heat charcoal and used for 
heating an<l/or cooking. 

At Rehman Dhcri, three varieties of cutwarc were noted based on the shape of the cuts; there 
were circular, almond shaped, an<l triangular perforations cut through the vessels. 

Fig. XVII, No. 7 shows cut circles similar to those found on I Jarappan perforated vessels .. Only 
in this case, the space between each circle is quite wi<lc, whereas l larappan examples show more 
closely spaced. Rehman Dhcri examples come from layer 9, RI ID 11, and may be antecedent to 
some perforated examples at Rehman Dheri and the Mature I larappan specimen. 

The other type has triangles cut through the body 

(Fig. XVJJ, nos. 8, 10, and 11 and Fig. XX, No. 16), and almond or eye shaped perforations 
(Fig. XVJJ, No. 9). 

All examples arc manufactured on a fast wheel, ma<lc from well lcvigated clay, and fired to a 
re<l buff ware with a red slip (Fig. XVJJ, nos. 7, 8, an<l 11), <lark brown slip (Fig. XVII, No. 10), am.I 
chocolate slip (Fig. XVJJ, No. 99). 

Chronologically, at Rehman Dhcri, while Fig. XVJJ, No. 7 comes from the intermediate RII D II 
layer, Fig. XX, No. 16 an<l Fig. XVII, No. 9 come from the top layer of RI-ID II. The rest arc all 
from the uppermost, RHD III period. 

CI. I (Fig. XVII, No. 7):

An oblong vessel fragment with a straight rim. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. A creamy 
band, with black lines, covers the space below the rim. A circular perforation was cut through the 
pot. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. Ell/16, layer 4. 

C/.2 (Fig. XVJJ, No. 8): 

A jar fragment in red-buff ware with a red slip. Triangle perforations arc cut through the bo<.ly. 

Location and context: surf acc. 
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C/.3 (Fig. XVII, No. 9): 

A convex sided bowl or cup fragment with a vertical rim. It is in red-buff ware with a chocolate 
slip. A black line covers the rim. On the body, almond perforations arc cut through the vessel, bor
dered by while and black almond or eye-shaped motifs. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. EIIl/21, layer 1. 

C/.4 (Fig. XVII, No. 10): 

A bowl fragment in red-buff ware with a dark brown slip. Triangle perforations have been cut 
through the body. 

Location and context: surface. 

C/.5 (Fig. XVII, No. 11): 

A vessel fragment in red-buff ware with a red slip. Triangle perforations have been cut through 
the body. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. Fo/23, layer 6. 

Type Cll - Body Sherds in Polychrome (fig. XVJII): 

Included in this type arc all the jar body sherds with bichromc (Fig. XVIIJ, Nos. 7 and 11) and 
polychrome (Fig.XVIII, nos. 1-6, 8-10, and 12) complex geometrical designs. These sherds arc impor
tant for determining possible interregional interact ions. For example, some of these arc reminiscent 
of polychrome vessels found in Baluchistan and al other sites in the flood plain. 

They arc all manufactured on a fast wheel, made with wcll lcvigatcd clay, and arc fully and even
ly fired to a red-buff ware, and have a fine red slip. 

C/1.1 (Fig. XVIII, No. 1): 

A large spherical jar fragment of fine, thin fabric, in red-buff ware, with a red slip, over which 
arc drawn triangles and stepped motifs in cream-white and black. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. Elll/21, layer 4. 

c11.2 {Fig. xvm, No. 2): 

A spherical jar fragment of fine, thin fabric, in red- buff ware, with a red slip, over which arc 
drawn linear and stepped motifs in white, black, and light red. 

Location and context: RIID 11, sq. BIV/4, layer 9. 

C/1.3 (Fig. XVllf, No. 3): 

A spherical jar fragment in red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with linear aml stcppeJ 
motifs in light red and cream. 

Location and context: RIID 11, sq. BIV/14, layer 11. 

Cll.4 (Fig. XVIII, No. 4): 

A spherical jar fragment in fine red-buff ware with a red slip. IL is painted with linear and 
arrow motifs in cream-white and black. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. BIV/9, layer 3. 

C/1.5 (Fig. XVIII, No. 5): 

A jar fragment in fine red-buff ware with a red slip. It is painted with linear, small triangle, anJ 
stepped motifs in white and black. 

Location and context: RIID 18, sq. BIV/-t, layer 17. 
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C/1.6 {Fig. XVIII, No. 6): 

A spherical jar fragment in fine red-buff ware with a red slip, painted with linear and geometric 
motifs in red, black, and while. 

Location and context: surface. 

C/1.7 {Fig. XVIII, No. 8): 

A spherical jar fragment in red ware with a red slip, decorated with rosette or sun motifs in 

cream and <lark colors. 

Location and context: RHO 18, sq. BIV/19, layer 16. 

C/1.8 (Fig. XVIII, No. 9): 

A spherical jar fragment in red-buff ware with a red slip, decorated with cross-hatched squares 
and T-motifs in <lark brown, black, and while. 

Location and context: RIIO 18, sq. BIV/2-1, layer 16. 

C/1.9 (Fig. XVIII, No. 10): 

A spherical jar fragment in red-buff ware with a red slip, painted with linear, tiranglc, and chain 
or rope motifs in <lark brown and white. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. BIV/4J, layer 18. 

Cll.10 (Fig. XVIII, No. 11): 

A jar fragment in red-buff ware with a deep red slip, painted with diamonds in black. 

Location and context: surface. 

C/1.1 I (Fig. XVIII, No. 12): 

A spherical jar fragment in red-buff ware with a red slip, painted with linear and stepped motifs 
in <lark and white. 

Location and context: RIIO 18, sq. BIV/9, layer 17. 

C/1.12 (Fig. XXIV. No. 4): 

This is a jar fragment. Since it is without a rim, it cannot be assigned to any specific type of jar 
and is therefore included with body sherds. It is in red-buff ware with a <lark brown or chocolate 
slip, decorated with a long stemmed pipal leaf in while paste. 

Location and context: surface. 

C/1.13 (Fig. XXIV, No. 8): 

A jar fragment in red-buff ware with a bright red slip. IL has black bands around the body and 
a procession of peacocks in black. Of the two shown here, the one in front has a white paste back 
with black <lots. 

Location and context: RHO IIIA, sq. BIV/4, layer 7. 

Cll.14 (Fig. XXIV, No. 10): 

A jar fragment in red-buff ware with a creamy slip, decorated with peacocks in black and black 
bands above. 

Location and context: RHO 11, sq. FOV/2J, layer 9. 

Type CIII - Resene Slip Body Sherds (Fig. VIII, nos. 20-22 and Fig. X, No. 5): 

This type is similar to the main type in manufacturing techniques, but relatively more refined in 
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the quality of cxccut ion. Additional clay layers and wavy patterns arc represented on these vessels, 
as in the main type. However, these specimens demonstrate a much finer and more even surface 
treatment. The clay is relatively finer and better lcvigated, and the firing is more even. The 
specimens arc fired to a red-buff ware and have creamy or dull red slips. The spacing of the wavy 
line patterns is narrower, perhaps reflecting the use of a liner mold. 

The reserve slip in this type resembles examples from Pcriano-Ghundai and other sites in North 
Baluchistan (Fairscrvis 1959: Fig. 52), where it is suspected lo have a protoiypc in Khojak parallel
striated (Fairservis 1959: Pl. 2 and 3). It is also reported from Anjira IV, where it is combined with 
horizon tal grooved decorations (De Cardi 1%5: Fig. 23, No. 17 and Pl. IX, No. 4) 

This type could also be compared lo those from Scrai Khola, Type VI18 (Mughal 1972: Fig. 14, 
nos. 78-81; Pl. XVIIB, No. 12; p. 47), where al least one of the examples (Mughal 1972: Fig. 14, No. 
81) combines straight, horizontal, grooved lines with similar decoration. These types arc also
reported from the early levels of Mohcnjo-daro (MacKay 1943: Pl. XXXVIIT, No. 26).

Cll/.1 (Fig. VIII, No. 20): 

A jar fragment of medium thick fabric. It is in light rcd-buflish ware. An additional clay layer 
is applied, with a creamy-buff slip. This is decorated in a line wavy line pattern, perhaps achieved by 
the use of a mold. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. Fo/13, layer 5. 

Cl/1.2 (Fig. VIII, No. 21): 

A jar fragment of medium thick fabric with a slight carination in the middle. It is in reudish
buff ware. It has indications of having hau a reu slip above the carination. Below the carination is 
an additional layer of clay with hardly any indication of a slip. This cl.1y layer is sculpted into a line, 
wavy line pattern, perhaps using a molu. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. CIII/21, layer 1. 

C/11.3 (Fig. VIIJ, No. 22): 

A jar fragment of medium thick fabric. It is in rcduish- buff ware. It has an auuitional clay 
layer with some indication of a rcduish wash. This is sculptcu into a line, wavy line pattern, perhaps 
using a mold. 

Location anu context: RHO 1118, sq. Fo/23, layer 4. 

Cll/.4 (Fig. X, No. 6): 

A jar fragment of thick fabric. It is in reduish-buff ware. It has an auuitional clay layer with 
some indication of a light rcu wash. This is sculpted into a line, wavy line pattern, perhaps using a 
mold. 

Location and context: RI ID 18, sq. BIV/19, layer 14. 

Type D - Pot Stand (Fig. XVIJ, Nos. 3-6)): 

This type represents pol stands, used for pols lorcsl on. They arc prouuccd on a fast wheel, arc 
made of well lcvigatcd clay, well fired inlo red-buff ware, withrcd slip (Fig. XVJI, Nos. 3-6). They arc 
either oval inshapc with convex sides (Nos. 3 anu 5) or in circularshapc with straight walls (Nos. 4 and 
6). Chronologically, Figure XVIJ, No. 6 comes from RHO I and the rest is either 

from the surface or RHO III period. Such shapes of polstands or ring stands have been rcporteu 
from Mohcnjo daro (Dales and Kenoyer 1986: Fig. 98). 

(Fig. XVII, No. 3): 

This is an oval shaped pol stand, fully and C\'enly bakcu lo rcu-buff ware, with bright red slip. In
ciscu lines can be seen near the rim anu base. 
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Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Ellin1, layer 1. 

(Fig. XVII, No. 5): 

This is a small, oval shaped pot stand with convex sides. It is well fired to red-buff ware, and has 
a red slip. The body shows perforation. 

Location and context: surface. 

(Fig. XVII, No. 4): 

This is a circular pot stand with straight walls. It is well fired to red-buff ware, with bright red 

slip. The surface seems to be slightly uneven. Black bands occupy the rim and base. 

Location and context: RIID 11, sq. BIV/25, layer 12. 

(Fig. XVII, No. 6): 

This is a pot stand similar in shape, form, and texture to No. 4, and is decorated with a deep, 
red, wavy band. 

Location and context: RI ID IB, sq. Ell/16, layer 16. 

Catcgof.)' E :. Lids (Figs. XXXII and XLIII): 
Ever since man's invention and achievement of manufacturing pollery containers and household 

goods, his ceramics have consisted of: (a) vessels related lo the immediate consumption of foo<l and 
drinks, e.g. (i) cups, bowls, an<l tumblers for water, milk an<l curd, an<l other Oui<ls; an<l (ii) bowls, 
dishes, and saucers for eating; and (b) cooking and storage vessels, e.g. (i) jars, for cooking an<l stor
ing solid foods, (ii) storing grain, flour, etc., and (iii) storing waler, yoghurt, milk, or other fluids. It 
is for the later category (b), that li<ls were ncc<lcd for the protection an<l safe-keeping of food an<l 
<lrink. 

Li<ls occur in a variety of types throughout the Bronze Age in South Asia. Most varieties en
countcrc<l in the In<lus Valley arc foun<l al Rehman Dhcri. I lowcver, one type unique to Rehman 
Dheri was the bell-shaped lid with concave or oblique sides with short, vertical projections. It occurs 
in both undecorated an<l decorated varieties. 

The following types of lids have been foun<l at Rehman Dhcri: 

EI - stoppers. 

£2 - Oat topped, circular, with straight or oblique vertical walls, without decoration.

E2a - with simple geometric decoration.

E2b - with complex geometric <lccoralion.

EJ - the same as E2 but with a knobbe<l han<llc.

£4 - inverted dish-like, with a small Oat lop, stumpy knob handle, and convex sides terminat
ing in a short, \'Crlical projections. 

ES - bell shaped with a conical top, a short, knobbed handle, and concave or oblique sides ter
minating in a short, vertical projection. 

At Rehman Dhcri, as at Serai Khola (Mughal 1972), lids came lo be associatc<l with the flange<l 
rim jar (sec Fig. XX, No. 5), and they occur in the same chronological an<l stratigraphic context. 

Except for some rare handmade examples, most lids arc wheel made, ma<le from well lcvigalcd 
day, and, except for a few examples of coarse fabric, arc nearly all smooth surfaced. They arc fired 
lo a rc<l-buff ware, with red, crcamish, or l>ulfo,h �lip, although unslippc<l examples <lo occur, or ha,·e 

a similar wash. Painting is rendered in red, bright red, black, white, cream or chocolate color. 



Type El - Stoppers (Fig. XLIII, Nos. 1 and 2): 

El.I (Fig. XLIII, No.I): 

A long, projected handle, with a mushroom lop, from a stopper. It is in red-buff ware, with in-
dications of a red slip. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

El.2 (Fig. XLIII, No. 2): 

A stopper with a long, projected handle, a mushroom top, and a flat, circular base. It is of thick 
fabric, in red-buff ware with a red slip. Additional decoration consists of black bands around the 
handle top and black circles at the base. 

Location and context: RIID 11113, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

Type E2 - Fial Topped Lids (rig. XXXII, nos. 5 and 19-23): 

E2.1 (f-ig. XXXIJ, No. 5): 

A lid fragment with short, vertically projected walls. It is in red buff ware with indications of a 
red slip. It is undecorated. 

Location and context: RIID 11113, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

E2.2 (Fig. XXXIJ, No. 19): 

A lid fragment with short, somewhat obliquely projected walls. IL is in red-buff ware without a 
slip. 

Location and context: RIID 11113, sq. Eill/21, layer 2. 

EJ.3 (Fig. XXXIJ, No. 20): 

A fragment of a lid with short, somewhat obliquely projected walls, in red-buff ware with a red 
slip. It is undecorated. 

Location and context: RIID 11113, sq. EIII/21, layer 2. 

E2.4 (Fig. XXXII, No. 21): 

A lid fragment with short, somewhat obliquely projected walls, in red-buff ware with a red slip. 
It is undecorated. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. Elll/21, layer 1. 

E2.5 (Fig. XXXII, No. 22): 

A lid fragment with short, somewhat obliquely projected walls. IL is in red-buff ware without a 
slip. 

Location and context: RIID 11113, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

E2.6 (Fig. XXXII, No. 23): 

A lid fragment with short, somewhat obliquely projected walls. IL is in red-buff ware without a 
slip. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. FOV/22, layer 3. 

Type E2n (Fig. XXXII, nos. 1, 2, 4, 6-12, 14-18, 24, and 25): 

These lids arc similar in shape lo Type E2, but arepainted with simple geometric designs such 
as bands. 
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E2a.J (Fig. XXXII, No. 1): 

A lid fragment with short, obliquely projected walls. IL is in red ware with a fine red slip. 
Decoration consists of black bands al Lhc wall and black circles at the base. 

Location and conlcxl: RIID IIIB, sq. FflV/16, layer 3. 

E2a.2 (Fig. XXXII, No. 2)_: 

A flat Lopped lid fragment with short, obliquely projected walls. IL is in red ware with a fine, 
deep red slip. Decoration consists of black bands around Lhc wall and a black circle al Lhc edge of 
the flat lop. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FflV/22, layer 3. 

E2a.3 (Fig. XXXII, No. 4): 

A small lid with short, slightly obliquely projected walls. ll is in red-buff ware with a pinkish
red slip. Decoration consists of black bands around the top and end of the walls and a black circle al 
the flal top. 

Location and context: RIID IIIB, FflV/22, layer 4. 

E2a.4 (Fig. XXXII, No. 6): 

A lid with short, obliquely projected walls. The lid is large enough lo lit a large storage jar such 
as Plate XXIX, c. IL is in red-buff ware with a deep red slip. Decoration consists of black bands 
around the rim and base of Lhc wall, and black circles at Lhc flat top. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. FflV/18, layer 3. 

E2a.5 (Fig. XXXII, No. 7): 

A very shallow lid with insignificant, somewhat obliquely projected walls. ll is in buflish ware 
with a light red wash. Dccornlion consists of a black band around the wall and black circles al the 

·flat top.

Location and context: RIID IIIB, sq. EIII/21, layer 1. 

E2a.6 (Fig. XXXII, No. 10): 

A lid with short, straight, vertical walls. ll is in red-buff ware with a line, deep red slip. Decora-
tion consists of black bands around the rim and base of the wall, and black circles at the flat top. 

Location and context: RIID II, sq. IlIV/9, layer 9. 

E2a.7 (Fig. XXXII, No. 11): 

A lid fragment with short, slightly obliquely projected walls. IL is in red-buff ware with a pinkish
red slip. Decoration consists of black bands around Lhe rim and base of the walls, and black circles al 
the flat lop. 

Location and context: RIID Ir, sq. BIV/9, layer 9. 

E2a.8 (Fig. XXXII, No. 12): 

A lid with short, vertically projected walls. ll is in red-buff ware with a light red slip. Decoration 
consists of black bands around the wall base and black circles al the flat lop. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 2. 

E2a.9 (Fig. xxxm, No. 15): 

A lid with short, slightly obliquely projected walls. IL has a fine fabric and is in red-buff ware 
with a line red slip. Decoration consists of black bands around the rim and wall base and black 
circles al the flat lop. 
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Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIIl/21, layer 3. 

E2a.10 (Fig. XXXII, No. 16): 

A lid with slightly obliquely projected walls. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. Decoration 
consists of black bands around the wall and a series of black circles at the flat top. 

Location and context: surface. 

E2a.Jl (Fig. XXXII, No. 17): 

A lid (for a large storage jar), with obliquely projected walls. It is in red-buff ware with a 
pinkish red slip. Decoration consists of a white paste coating on the lid surface and chocolate bands 
around the rim and wall base. 

Location and context: RHO IIJA, sq. BIV/9, layer 8. 

E2a.12 (Fig. XXXII, No. 18): 

A lid with short, obliquely projecle<l walls. IL is in rec.I-buff ware with a <leep rec.I slip. A<l<litional 
decoration consists of black bands around the rim and wall base. 

Location and �nlcxl: RHO IIIB, sq. EIH/21, layer 2. 

E2a.13 (Fig. XXXII, No. 24): 

A lid with short, vertically projected walls. IL is in red-buff ware with a rec.I slip. Decoration con-
sists of black bands around the wall base and black circles al the flat top. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIH/21, layer 1. 

E2a.14 (Fig. XXXII, No. 25): 

A large lid with obliquely projected walls. IL is in red ware with a <leep red slip. Decoration con-
sists of black bands around the rim and black circles al the.flat top. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. Eill/21, layer 3. 

Type E2b: 

Lids in this type arc painted with complex geometric motifs. 

E2b (Fig. XXXII, No. 8): 

A lid with short, straight, vertical walls. It is in buflish ware with a similar slip. Decoration con
sists of a white paste coating al the flat lop, and a large triangle, drawn with two black lines, flanking 
black wavy lines. The triangle is fillc<l with small triangles and stepped pyrami<ls. 

Location and context: surface. 

Type E3 (Fig. XXXII, nos. 3, 13, and 14): 

These arc flat loppc<l li<ls with knob han<lles, an improvement on the previous form. They ha\'c 
parallels al Kol Dijian (Khan 1%5: Fig. 18, 4), Serai Khola (Mughal 1972: Fig. 9, 5), IJarappa (Vats 
1940: Fig. 39, 7), Mohcnjo-<laro (Marshall 1931: Fig. 35, 9), and Gumla (Dani 1970-71: Fig. 32, 316). 
They arc wheel made from wcll lcvigated clay, and well firc<l lo a red-buff ware with a light red slip 
(Fig. XXXII, nos. 3 an<l 14), and a rec.I ware with a deep red slip. A<l<litional decoration consists of 
black bands and black circles. 

E3.J (Fig. XXXII, No. 3):. 

A fragment of a small lid top, slightly concave, with a stumpy knob handle. The walls arc miss
ing. It is in red-buff ware with a light red slip. Decoration consists of a black painted knob, and black 
lines and circles at the lop. 
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Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. BIV/9, layer 9. 

EJ.2 (Fig. XXXII, No. 13): 

A medium sized, rather elegant looking lid, with a knob handle and short, vertically projected 
walls. It is in red ware with a deep red slip. Decoration consists of black bands around the rim and 
wall base, black circles at the top, and a black painted knob handle. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. Eill/21, layer l. 

EJ.3 (Fig. XXXII, No. 14): 

A large lid with the knob handle missing, and short, obliquely projected walls. It is in red-buff 
ware with a light red slip. Decoration consists of black lines around the wall. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. BIV/4, layer 5. 

Type E4: 

This type has inverted dish-like shapes, with a small, flat, stumpy knob, convex sides, and at the 
end, short, vertically projected edges to lit on the necks of jars. 

E4.l (Fig. XLIII, No. 3): 

An inverted dish type lid fragment, lop missing, with convex sides, and short, vertical projec
tions at the end. It is in red-buff ware with a light red slip. It is decorated with black bands around 
the body. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FOV/17, layer 3. 

E4.2 (Fig. XLIII, No. 4): 

A lid in the shape of a shallow, inverted dish, with a small, flat top, fairly thick, knob-like hand
le, and obliquely tapering skies having short, vertical projection. IL is in red-buff ware with a red slip. 
Decoration consists of black bands around the body and thick black painting of the entire handle. 

Location and context: RI-ID I118, sq. FOV/22, layer 3. 

E4.3 (Fig. XLIII, No. 5): 

A large, inverted dish-like lid, top missing, with convex sides and a short, vertical projection al 
the end. It is in red-buff ware with a creamish wash. It has incised lines at the lower body. 

Location and context: RHD II, sq. BIV/25, layer 9. 

E4.4 (Fig. XLIII, No. 7): 

Upper part of an inverted dish-like lid with flat top, knobbed handle, top missing, sides tapering 
down, in red-buff ware, red slip and decorated with black bands. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. Eill/21, layer 3. 

E4.5 (Fig. XLIII, No. 8): 

A small, inverted bowl-like lid, with a flat top, a short, stumpy knobbed handle, and rather 
round sides, vertically projected. It is in red-buff ware with a light orange slip. Decoration consists 
of deep red bands around the upper body. 

Location and context: RHO lllB, sq. FOV/17, layer 2. 

E4.6 (Fig. XLIII, No. 9): 

An inverted dish-like lid, with a flat top and a possible small knobbed handle, sides obliquely 
tapering down, with a short, vertical projection at the end. It is in red-buff ware with an orange slip. 
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Decoration consists of black and deep red bands around the body. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FOV/22, layer 3. 

£4.7 (Fig. XLIII, No. 10): 

A lid fragm, ta, in the shape of an inverted dish, top missing, with obliquely tapering walls, and 
a short, vertical projection at the end. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. Decoration consists of 
black bands around the body. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. Fo/23, layer 6. 

£4.8 (Fig. XLIII, No. 11): 

An inverted dish-like lid, lop missing, with sides obliquely tapering, and with a short, vertical 
projection at the end. It is in red-buff ware with a deep red slip. Decoration consists of black bands 
around the body. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. FCTV/22, layer 3. 

£4.9 (Fig. XLIII, No. 12): 

An inverted dish-like lid, lop missing, with sides obliquely tapering down, and with a short, verti
cal projection al the end. It is in red-buff ware with an orange-red slip. Decoration consists of black 
and deep red bands around the body. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. Fo/23, layer 3. 

£4.10 (Fig. XLIII, No. 13): 

An inverted dish-like lid, top missing, with sides obliquely tapering down, and with vertical 
projections al the end. ll is in red-buff ware with a pale red slip. Decoration consists of incised lines. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FOV/22, layer 3 .. 

£4.11 (Fig. XLIII, No. 14): 

An inverted dish-like lid (similar lo Fig. XLIII, No. 4), with a flat top and a knobbcd handle, 
sides obliquely tapering down, and with a short, vertical projection al the end. It is in red-buff ware 
with an orange-red slip. Decoration consists of black bands around the body and handle. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FCTV/17, layer 3. 

£4.ll (Fig. XLIII, No. 15): 

An inverted dish-like lid, with a flat top, knobbcd handle, sides obliquely tapering down, and 
with a vertical projection at the end. It has a thick fabric, and is a burlish ware with a dull red slip. 
Decoration consists of black bands and black painted handle. 

Location and context: RIID 1118, sq. FOV/22, layer 4. 

Type ES - Bell Slmped Lids (Fig. XLIII, nos. 6 and 16-18): 

These lids arc bell shaped, with a conical, flat lop, knobbed handles, concave sides that taper 
down steeply (Fig. XLIII, No. 6, 16, and 17), and in one case (No. 18) curve down gently and have a 
short, vertical projection al the end. Evidence from a few of these lids indicates that the knobbcd 
handle was adc.lcd after manufacturing. 

These lids arc all wheel made from wcll lcvigalcd clay. They arc of a line fabric, and well fired. 
The ware is a red-buff, with red, cream, or cream-white slip, decorated with black, orange-red, or 
deep red bands around the body. 

In South Asia, such bell shaped lids seem to be confined to the Gomal Plain. They arc only 
found al Rehman Dheri and Gumla period IV (Dani 1970-71: fig. 332, 315). While al Gumla they 
occur in period IV (Dani's mature llarappan) at Rehman Dhcri, they all occur in RHO 11113 horizon 
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and were associated with the last occupation al the site. 

ES.I (Fig. XLIII, No. 6): 

The upper portion of a lid with a high, conical, flat lop, and a prominent knobbcd han<llc, si<lcs 
steeply tapering down below the shoulder. It is in red-buff ware with a red slip. The flat lop and the 
handle arc painted black, and dark bands encircle the body. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/22, layer 3. 

E5.2 (Fig. XLIII, No. 16): 

A complete li<l with a high conical, flat top and knobbcd handle (missing), concave sides, taper
ing down steeply from the shoulder and having a short vertical projection at the end. It has a fine, 
thin fabric, and is a red-buff ware with a fine red slip. It is decorated with black bands around both 
the exterior and interior body. 

Location and context: RHO IIIB, sq. EIII/2 1, layer 1. 

ES.3 (Fig. XL, No. 17): 

A li<l with a high, conical, flat lop and a knobbcd handle, which has flaked off, slightly concave 
sides steeply tapering down from the shoulder, with a short projection al the end. It has a fine, thin 
fabric and is a red-buff ware with a crcamish-whilc slip. It is decorated with deep red or chocolate 
bands on the interior as well as exterior sides. 

Location and context: RIIO 1118, sq. FfiV/17, layer 2. 

ES.4 (Fig. XLHJ, No. 18): 

A lid with a relatively low, conical, flat lop and a knobbcd handle, which has flaked off, concave 
sides that gently slope from the shoulder, and a short vertical projection. It is in red-buff ware with 
an orange-red slip, decorated with black and <lccp red bands on the exterior .and interior sides. 

Location and context: RHO 1118, sq. FfiV/22, layer 3. 

Category F - Compartmented Vessels (Fig. XVIT, No. 1): 
Compartmented vessels arc a popular feature of Early Bronze Age pollcry from the Indus Val

ley, Baluchistan, and eastern Iran. Today, compartmented vessels arc important items of the 
household kitchens for they serve lo preserve diff ercnt types of spices. 

In the Gomal Plain, a painted example was picked up from I Iathala during a joint survey of 
Peshawar and Cambridge universities in the 1970s (now in the Cambridge Collection, Cambri<lgc, 
U.K.). Al Rehman Ohcri, fragments of a compartmented vessel occur only in an early context, RIID
I.

F.I (Fig. XVH, No. 1):

Fragments of a rectangular vessel, divide<l into four compartments. It has a flat base, straight 
walls, and a plain, vertical rim. It is made of a fine, well lcvigatcd clay, well fired lo a red ware with 
a bright red slip. 

Location and context: RHO IA, sq. BIV/9, layer 18. 
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FIGURE D. RADIOCARBON DATES FOR REH"AN DHERI 

---------------------------------------------------------------

PERIOD LAB. NO. REPORTED DATE CALIBRATED RANGE 

B. P. • B. c.

---------------------------------------------------------------

IA/B PRL-675 4400 ! 110 3360 - 2910 

(3300 - 2850 B.c. >

IA/B PRL-676 4520 ! 110 3380 - 3040 

IA/B WIS-1697 4300 ! 70 3055 - 2885 

IA/B WIS-1698 4190 ! 70 2920 2775 

II WIS-1699 4180 ! 70 2910 - 2765 

(2850 - 2500 B.c. >

II WIS-1700 4070 ! 90 2880 - 2535 

II PRL-674 4000 ! 150 2865 - 2320 

III PRL-673 3900 ! 130 2650 - 2170 

(2500 - 1900 B.C. >

III WIS-1701 3850 ! 70 2420 - 2190 

III WIS-1702 3620 ! 80 2180 - 1870 

III B"-2062 3730 ! so 2315 - 2010 

III B"-2063 3580 ! 110 2150 1770 

----------------------------------------------------------------

Using Libby half-life of 5568 years. 
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IA. The Comal Plain: Rain water stored i11 ponds Jorl111ma11 co11s11111ptio11 (sec p. 18) 

ID. Rai11 water stored for animal co11s11111ptio11 (seep. 18) 

205 



IIA. Dry bed of the rain water ponds (seep. 26) 

IIB. Clay slabs obtained from dry ponds for constmction (seep. 26) 

206 



IIIA. Changing ecology of the Gomal Plain 

IIIB. The boat bridge over Indus near D.I.Khan city (seep. 6) 
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IVA. Rehman Dhcri, view from South 

IVB. Rehman Dhcri, l'icw from East 
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VA. Aerial vielV of Rehman Dheri And Hissam Dheri (see p. 17) 

VB. R-.:cavatio11 Team - 1976: Staff and Students of the Depmtmenl of Archaeology,
University of Peshawar at Rehman Dhe,i 
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VI. AeJial viciv of Rehman Dheri (seep. 18)



VIIA. Lay out of trenches before excavatio11s - E,c. Unit A. (seep. 19)

VIIB. Ercavatio11s in progress - E.c. Unit B
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VIIIA. Trenches i11 excavation Unit B 

VIIID. Excavations in progress - E,c. Unit B
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X. The deep trencli cxcai•ation Unit A. (Sec grain silo u1 uJ, the ear/tesc occupation at the:

site) (seep. 27)
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X 1113. Enclosure wall of Rehman Dhe,i and the related section (Trench BIV/25) 
(sec p. 26) 
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XIIA. Profile of the deep trench - Non hem p01tio11 (Trench BIV/4) 
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XIIIB. The exposed architectural features (Trenches BIV/20 & BIV/25)
            (see p. 26)

XIIIA. A close look at the related section of the enclosure wall 
            (Trench BIV/25) (see p. 26)
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XlVA.A close look al the enclosure wall (Trench BIV/25) (sec p. 26) 
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XVB.   A flanged rim storage jar: Period IIIB - Exc. Unit C (see p. 26) XVA.   The same wall and another mud brick house in the 
background built on the plat-form of period IIIB. Exc. Unit C



XYIA. A boll'l ll'ith fish motif" Period IB (see Fig. LIV,5, p. 84) 

XYIB.A bowl with fish motif" Perioci IB (see Fig. LIV,], p.84) 
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XVII. Dish 011 stand with a procession of fish motifs from LEWAN in the Bamm basin (seep. 84)
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XVIllA. Seal from Rehman Dheri (c. 3200 B.C.) (sec p. 28) 

XVIIIB. Seal from Rehman Dhcri ( c. 3200 B. C.) (seep. 28) 
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XIX. Drawing of the seal (seep. 28)
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XX. 171e 111ai11 street of Rehman Dheri (seep. 20)



XXI. Grain silo in trench BIV/24 with tlze associated hearth and enclosure wall (seep. 20)
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XX.IlA.. Knobbed ware vessels from Relzma11 Dheri (see Fig. XL, 6; p. 97)

XXIIB. Painted grool'ed wan· Jiwn Rehman Dlze,i (see Fig. VJ, p. 54) .
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XXIIIA. Painted jars from Rehman Dheri (sec Fig. XW, pp. 57, 59 & 61 l

XXIIIn.A red ll'are bowl with sco1pio11s1 nwltcsc crosses & 111ou11tai11 goats (sec fig. LVJ, G; p. 3S) 
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XX.IV A. A grey ware trapezoidal bowl, probably impOJted (see Fig. XIX, 6; p. 37) 

XXIVB. Flanied rim jars Jimn Rehman Dlzeri (see Figs. XXJ,(0(11 & XXIIJ, pp. 66-71) 
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XXV A. Squat dishes 011 stand from Rehman Dlieri (see Fig. X\.1/l, p. J06Y 

XXVB. Bowls in polychrome ware from Rehman D!zeri (see Fig. Lllf, 16,- p. S3) 
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XXVIB.  Painted bowls from Rehman Dheri (Nos. 1-3 comparable to Gumla II;
  No. 4 similar to those from North Baluchistan) (see Fig. LIII, 5 & 6; XLVIII, 4)

XXVIA. Tall dish on stand from Rehman Dheri (see Fig. XXIX, p. 107)



XXVIIA: Polychrome bowls Jroni Rehman Dheri (see Fig. LV, I & 4, pp. 84-SSj . .

XXVIIB. -Polychrome i·cssels with animal and complex gcomctdc motifs (sec Figs. LI, I, p. -79; 
LT� 3, p. 84) 
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XXVIIIB. Polychrome vessels jrom Rehman Dheri (see Figs. LT, 5; XL f/J T,
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XXVIIIA. A typical Kot Dijian jar with painted bands in white and brown 
colours from Rehman Dheri (see Fig. V, pp. 44-45)
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