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Garhi Kapiira Inscription of the Time of Aurangzeb 'Alamgir 

Abdur Rahman 

The massive tribal movement from 

Afghanistan into the valley of Peshawar and 

adjacent hills towards the end of the fifteenth 

and early sixteenth centuries, initiated first by 

the Yu ufzais and then by the Ghoria Khels, 

re ulted in the complete eviction of the earlier 

populations such as the Shalmanis and the 

more populous Dilazaks. The victory gave a 

tremendous psychological boost to the 

invader whose turbulence soon became a 

source of trouble for the Mughal emperors of 

lndia. Fighting in the fastnesses of their 

country, which afforded the best of natural 

defences, they resisted any attempts to bring 

them into subjugation. Their attitude towards 

the Mughals was based upon enmity since the 

time of Mirza Ulugh Beg, the ruler of Kabul 

towards the end of the fifteenth century, who 

not only murdered their leaders but also took 

active steps to push them out of Afghanistan. 

The Mughal emperors of India made several 

attempts to subdue them; sometimes they won 

but at other occasions they miserably failed. 

In order to keep the northwestern passes open 

and the valley at their foot safe, the 

government of Aurangzeb 'Alamgfr ( 1658-

1707) tried to win over these hillmen by 

payments of money. But even the e political 

briberies were not always effective in securing 

obedience. Troubles began early in AD 1667, 

when Yusufzais, under their leader Bhaku, 

rose in arms and challenged the Mughal 

might. The Ma 'asir-i 'Alamgfri ( ee Sarkar 

1947: 40-41) gives the following account of 

this event. 

"When the Emperor (Aurangzeb) learnt of the 

rising of the Yusufzais Afghans, their exalting 

as their commander a silly beggar under the 

name of Mu):lammad Shah, the disturbance 

cau ed by the exertions of that deceitful 

impo ter the wicked Mulla Chalak, and the 

leadership of the black faced Bhagu (Bhaku), 

he sent orders to Kami! Khan, the faujdar of 

Attock, to gather together the faujdars and 

jagfrdars of the environs of the river NTiab (i.e. 

Indus) and engaged in crushing the rebels as 

far as possible". 

Order was sent to Amfr Khan, $ubahdar of 

Kabul, to depute Shamshir Khan (Tarin), with 

five thousand men to put them down. Kamil 

Khan in his eagerness, did not wait for the 

an-ival of Shamshfr Khan, but fought a severe 

engagement with the enemy, overpowered 

them, and recovered the imperial outposts. On 

Thursday, the 2
nd May /l 81h Zil-Qaad.

Shamshfr Khan, after crossing the river NTiab, 

came towards Attock, and entered the enemy 

te1Titory on the other side of the river opposite 

the Yu ufzai country. The enemy went away 

to the hills and waited for an opportunity. 

On that day, Mu):lammad Amin Khan Mfr 

Bakhshi, with Amir Khan, Qubad Khan and 

other commanders, and 9000 troops in all, was 

ent from the cou11 to punish these rebels. 

Before the arTival of this Khan, Shamshir had 

repeatedly fought great battles and 

engagements. Three hundred of the leading 

malik of the tribes were taken prisoner. On 

hearing of it the emperor honoured Shamshir 

Khan and Kami! Khan with imperial favours. 
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The Muntakhab al-lubab (Farooqi 1985: 192-
93), another contemporary source, puts it this 
way: 

"When news of the insurgency of Yusufzai 
Afghans reached the Emperor, he is ued 
orders (Jarmon) to Mfr (correctly Amfr) Khan, 
the $ubahdtir of Kabul, Kami! Khan, the 
Jaujdtir of Attock, and Jaujdars of the 
environs, for the suppression of the e rebels. 
Kami! Khan did not wait for the suppo1ting 
force of the Subahdtir (of Kabul) and taking 
the faujdars of the environs with him, he 
engaged the rebels and fought severe battles 
against them in which thousands of the 
Afghans were killed and a number of the royal 
footmen and cavalry also lost their lives. 
About fifty thousand Afghan footmen and 
cavalry had gathered together. But Kami! 
Khan continued to fight them. Meanwhile 
Shamshfr Khan (TarTn), a companion of the 
$ubahdar Mfr (AmTr) Khan, arrived in time 
with a cavalry force of four to five thousand to 
support him. The royal army put the 
insurgency down with a heavy hand. Two 
thousand and four hundred heads of the dead 
Afghans were ent to the cou1t. The King 
ordered to make a tower of them. In spite of 
this, the ignorant Afghans did not stop their 
mischiefs and continued highway robbery and 
harassing the people. When their rebellious 
activities crossed all limits, he despatched 
Mubammad Amin Khan, the $ubahdiir of 
Lahore, to suppress the Afghans." 

We have given above the accounts of the 
Afghan insurgency during the early period of 
the reign of Aurangzeb from two primary 

sources. In spite of minor divergences, the pith 
of the story remains the same: Kami! Khan, 
having been ordered by Aurangzeb, took the 
initiative, and Shamshfr Khan led the full 
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thrust against the enemy and completed the 
job before the arrival of Amin Khan. 

Having beaten the enemy Shamshfr Khan 
evidently stayed on in the heart of the 
Manda1:1r country at a place near the present 
village known as Garhi Kapura till the year 
AH I 080/ AD 1669 to lay the foundation of a 
fo11 and carry out other minor works. 
Apparently thi was the only building in the 
entire stretch of the land around in which 
burnt bricks were used as building material. 

After the death of Aurangzeb (AD 1707), the 
Mughal empire plunged into di order on 
account of a terrible war of ucce ion. Troops 
stationed in the fort erected by ShamshTr Khan 
were apparently withdrawn to take part in 
more important matters. This provided an 
opportunity to the Afghans who immediately 
stepped in and demolished the fort and other 
buildings taking away building materials to be 
used in their own house . Only the mo que 
was spared, but this has also been completely 
rebuilt recently. In the ruins of this fort was 
found an inscribed tablet by Captain Shortt, 
after the British occupation of the Peshawar 
valley. This tablet wa ent to the Lahore 
Museum where it is on display in the Muslim 
gallery. 

Thi white marble tablet, containing a Per ian 
inscription in Na ta'ITq in seven line , 
mea ure 49x39 cm; its thickness varies from 
8 to IO cm. The inscribed area marked out by 
a grooved line measures 43x33 cm. The 
in cription is slightly damaged at some points 
particularly in the lower left half where tiny 
little chips have come off, but the words can 
easily be restored. In line I the last two words 

are uncertain; the word Ila.hi (Ji) is written as 

Alhi (Ji). On the whole, the inscription i 
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fairly well preserved and neatly carved. It 
read (English translation): 

I. With the name of Allah, the most
beneficent and merciful

2. In the prosperous reign of the
honoured Aurangzeb the Badshah,

3. 'Alamgir, in the 12'h exalted year of
succession, corresponding to the year
I 080 (AD 1670),

4. Hijri, the servant, appointed in the job,
Shamshir Khan Tarin,

5-6. With the favour of God and royal
prosperity (auspiciousne s), brought 
the country of the Mandanr into the 
po session of the guardians of the 
powerful state, 

7. (and) built this fort, building and a
well.
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The actual text is as follows: 

o� J��.f.1.,1..::., JV �..::.,Jl.v 4 .1J_r 

f I• A• ,.;,,J. IJv Vl-'V _k oJ)l.,Jr Ir,.;,, /.(�-r'

Q/l;JI; ?' � o(.1Jok.Jfi_ r' 

l.1l:)PJL5'��Jy1.,JT ��-0 

oJ.1.,I.JJofiG"-::).uL!(.,1..J/.-'1 

J) dvl.10�.,..::.,Af .,,_,J;" Q,-'-
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