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ABSTRACT
Atiya Syed is an eminent Urdu novelist who is famous for her talent of

storytelling. Her novel, _#, is one of the best novels which touch upon a

non-conventional subject. This research paper delves into the analysis of
the novel in the light of the Queer Theory, which is associated with the
fourth wave of feminism. Queer Theory diminishes gender-based
discrimination in the society by looking into each individual as a unigque
human being. According to Queer Theory, it is the society which constructs
an individual as a male or female. In the light of this perspective, the
character of the protagonist, Ali, is analyzed. It has been deduced that first
society shapes Ali as a homosexual, and then ridicules him. Through the
character of Ali, the novelist criticizes the role of society in constructing
gender-based roles.

Key Words: Novel, Feminism, Queer Theory, Society, Construction,

Gender, Homosexual, Fiction
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"Atiya Syed writes good prose , understands human
psychology and has an aptitude to make her fiction

interesting" (1)

"Ghobar is Atiya Syed's novel which once again
reflects her command of literary techniques and ability.
It is a well-written psychological study, with a
singularly impressive skill she peels off the layers of
various characters. The subject of the novel is one of

those issues which is still considered a taboo in

Pakistan" (2)
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"a person whose gender identity or sexuality does not

fit society's traditional ideas about gender or

sexuality"(5)
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"to change something so that it doesn't not relate only

to one gender , either male or female , or so that it no
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longer fits traditional ideas about gender or

sexuality"(6)
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"These terms date (at least in their institutional

acceptance) from the 1990 conference on 'queer
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theory' at the University of California , Santa

Cruz"(10)

ApilD U AL g 3P L G o yzSuit S e U RTES s 25
e =0(s Callis

"queer theory has part of its root structure within the

queer political movement of the late 1980s and early

1990s. However, queer theory also arose from the gay

and lesbian academic endeavours that began in the

1960s and 1970s" (11)
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"One of the main points of post-structuralism was to
'deconstruct' binary opposition (like that between
speech and writing, for instance) showing, firstly, that
the distinction between paired opposites is not

absolute" (12)
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“Queer theory is a segment of academic thought that
focuses on the constructedness of gendered and sexual
identities and categorization. To the queer theorist,
heterosexuality and homosexuality are binary social
constructs that hold saliency only in certain historical

moments, rather than descriptors of innate sexual

types” (14)
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"Our sexuality may be different at different times over
the course of our lives or even at different times over
the course of a week because sexuality is a dynamic

range of desire " (20)
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