ABSTRACT:
Biography is a significant literary genre which has gained much
popularity in the contemporaperiod. However, as compared to other
literary forms,this genre has not been the focus of the attention of the
literary critics. In Urdu, this deficiency is evenore sever and we
seldom find any discussion on the basic principles, and canons of this
literary genre. James Lowry Clifford, a British critic has addressed this
issuein his book From Puzzleto Portrait: Problems of Literary
Biographerandhavediscussd the cannon of Biography writing. He
hascategorizd the biographiesnto five types which are: Objective
Biography, Scholarly/Historical Biography, Artistic Biography,
Narrative Biography and Fictional Biography. These principles and
categories have been discussed and analyzed in this article.
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There exists, | am sorry to say, no criticism of
biography worthy of the name. Reviewers and critics
have learned how to judge plays, poems, nelvats
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The biographer may be as imaginative as he pleases
~ the more imaginative the betterin the way in
which he brings his materials together. But he must
not imagine the materials. He must read himself into
past; but then he must read that past into our
present ) (

Young Sam Johnson
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