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ABSTRACT:

Gunter Grass,[1927-2015] recipient of the 1999 Nobel Prize in Literature was
poet, artist, sculptor, left - wing political activist, carries within him different
and myriad layers of talent. Born in Den zing, now under Polish control, Grass
was torn between his German origin and his fascination with Poland given that
he was also half - Polish (his mother was Polish Slav). This binary informs his
seminal work, Tin Drum where the protagonist Oscar is torn between his
possible German or Polish ancestry. Apart from this biographical note, Tin
Drum is a mirror in which post war Germans and indeed Europeans could look
back at the dark days of life under Nazi Germany. Grass was famous as
serving as a sort of conscience of Germany. This work of his brings into sharp
relief different dimensions of German dilemma about life under Nazi control
and responsibility of ordinary Germans for what happened in Germany and
what Germans did to others.

Keywords: Resistance and Literature; German Picaresque Novel, Ferocious
Satire, Nazis and Literature
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“ When Grass revealed in 2006 that at 17 he had been
drafted into the Waffen-SS before the end of the war, it
complicated his legacy, leading some to criticize his status
as a conscience of the German nation and call on him to
hand back the Nobel prize he was awarded in 1999. Yet in
Reese’s view, the moral conflict Grass and his creation
carry inside them is precisely what makes his work endure.
“Grass worked his own enmeshment with the Nazi regime,
which he only started talking about much later, into the
fabric of this work. That’s why this novel is such a work of

genius—he answers with a work of art”. (1)
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“The stage version of Gunter Grass’s 1959 novel is set to

open in London-with its unbearable protagonist and tales

. . . .
of Nazi collaboration, it's as controversial as ever. Every



oo FUIZ LS
audience loves a hero but Oskar Matzerath, one of the most
unsettling literary characters of the 20" century, doesn’t

make it easy for the spectator. (2)
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2- “It’s about German guilt: why the tin drum is still ....at the cornet, London ,24- 29 February.
3-Philp Oltermann in Berlin, Tuesday 20 February, 2020 GMT (tweet@philpoltermann)
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